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Churchill Downs
Race 7 — 11/01/2026

Class: Clm 12500

Distance: 6f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $45,000

Claiming Price: $12,500

Starters: 10

CLAIMING. Purse $45,000 (include $5,200 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR THREE YEAR OLDS AND
UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 120 lbs.; Older, 122 lbs. Non-winners Of A Race Since October 1 Allowed 2 lbs.

Claiming Price $12,500 (Races Where Entered For $8,000 Or Less Not Considered In Allowances).

Generated by CHR version 0.5.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Churchill Downs R7

November 1, 2026 | 6f Dirt | Claiming $12,500

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Optimal Courage and Social Hour both possess elite gate speed and have established front-running
patterns across recent efforts. Optimal Courage shows consistent two-path positioning early and has won
multiple sprints from the lead. Social Hour demonstrates comparable early foot with three wins in the last
eight starts when allowed to control tempo. Gardiner rounds out the speed contingent with consistent
three-to-four-path positioning through the opening quarter.

Stalkers / Pressers

Gardiner and Decatur Street profile as secondary pace pressers, capable of rating just off the lead while
maintaining tactical flexibility. Decatur Street's recent form shows consistent inside running through the first
call before swinging out for rally attempts. Brother Rice shows mixed early patterns—sometimes stalking,
occasionally pressing—making him a variable tactical piece.

Closers

League of Legends has established an elite late-pace profile across 37 career starts, with consistent outside
rallies winning 3 races from closing positions. One Cool Dude profiles as a genuine late-closer with multiple
outside runs and a career 5-win total heavily skewed toward wire-to-wire or late-closing efforts. El
Michoacano's recent 8/18/2025 win demonstrates sudden improvement with a 6-7 path rally in the final
quarter.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace with two to three speed horses contesting (projected :22■ opening
quarter, :45² half-mile). Optimal Courage and Social Hour will duel for early position; this mid-range tempo
creates tactical advantage for stalkers with positional flexibility and honest closers already tracking within
striking distance by the stretch. Speed horses risk fatigue; closers positioned within 4-5 lengths at the half
will have room to rally.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX
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Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Powerized 20-1 2% 3.7% -1.7%

2
El
Michoacano

30-1 3% 2.5% +0.5%

3
League of
Legends

15-1 5% 4.9% +0.1%

4
Optimal
Courage

8-1 18% 8.7% +9.3%

5
Stargazzers
Dream

30-1 2% 2.5% -0.5%

6 Gardiner 6-5 17% 35.5% -18.5%

7 Brother Rice 5-1 9% 13.0% -4.0%

8 Social Hour 4-1 14% 15.6% -1.6%

9 Decatur Street 8-1 7% 8.7% -1.7%

10
One Cool
Dude

15-1 23% 4.9% +18.1%

TOTAL 100% 100.0%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS (★★★★)

One Cool Dude

PTW Profile: Competitive 7-year-old with 31 career starts and 5 wins shows modest claiming profile
dramatically elevated by elite proprietary velocity metrics and recent form resurgence. Last four starts show
improved competitive level with finishes ranking 3-6, suggesting return to form after prior inconsistency.
Banks barn shows 14% win rate in claiming condition but elevated ROI at 2.22 in sprint condition
specifically—sharp placement strategy evident. Model identifies this horse as the field's second-highest win
probability due to superior sustained-speed profile and tactical late-running positioning.
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Strengths: Recent second-place finish (10/12/2025 Kee CLM 7f) shows competitive form vs. quality field;
proven 6f distance specialist (13 starts at 6f, 1 win); trainer ROI elite in sprint claiming (2.22 across 28 sprint
CLM starts) signaling targeted placement; consistent recent workouts (49.2 and 102.2 recent efforts, strong
ranking); post draw (10) allows late running room with traffic-free lane development; STRONG
sustained-speed rating confirms closing punch capability; model projects 22% win probability vs. 4.9%
implied morning line, creating massive +17.1% overlay.

Concerns: Career 5 wins from 31 starts modest; form inconsistency typical of mid-level claimers;
deceleration profile suggests moderate (not elite) finishing power; outside post requires setup-dependent
victory; recent layoff pattern (45+ days) may indicate conditioning concerns requiring confirmation via late
workouts.

Trip Projection: Will race 6-8 lengths off pace through opening quarter, typical late-closing position. Stretch
run depends on pace scenario and running room availability. If HOT pace develops as projected, will
position himself 4-5 lengths back entering stretch with clear outside lane for final run. Likely finish in 2-5
range if pace cooperates; otherwise 4-8 range. Elite value play candidate given massive overlay vs. morning
line.

Optimal Courage

PTW Profile: Extremely live 8-1 overlay with 21 career wins across 63 starts—elite winning percentage for
the claiming ranks. Recent form shows two wins in last four starts with both victories featuring gate-to-wire
or close-pressing victory patterns. Current trainer Martinez shows 50% win rate in claiming condition (small
sample: 2 of 4), suggesting targeted placement strategy with sharp intent.

Strengths: Superior class edge—career earnings of $145K+ dwarf field average; consistent early speed
with elite gate positioning; excellent recent workout (36.8 bullet 3-furlong at Hpt 10/21) shows excellent
fitness; wins often come gate-to-wire or after dueling position gained early; Rodriguez aboard has ridden this
horse to multiple wins; ELITE opening speed and ELITE sustained-speed rating confirm superior velocity
maintenance; model projects 18% win probability vs. 8.7% implied, creating +9.3% edge—STRONG VALUE
tier.

Concerns: Recent loss (9/15/2026) shows vulnerability when pressed hard early—gave way to Social Hour
when matched in the pace duel; typical pattern involves early position but fading in final furlong against
fresher closer; deceleration profile elevated in last two efforts despite elite rating.

Trip Projection: Will break sharply and contest pace with Social Hour or Gardiner through first call. Likely
position: two-path, 1-2 lengths off leader at :22. Critical question: can he hold position if pressed hard or
does he fold when challenged? Late run depends heavily on whether he engages in pace duel; best
scenario involves wire-to-wire completion under light hand.

Social Hour
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PTW Profile: Legitimate contender at 4-1, fresh off competitive allowance condition (most recent start
shows only two lengths out at CD in STR condition). Sixteen career wins in 26 starts show elite claiming
versatility. Recent form pattern shows mixed results but trend is modestly positive—last four starts include
one win, two second-place finishes, and only one finish worse than third. Model projects 14% win probability.

Strengths: Winning pattern vs. claiming company shows 17% win rate in CLM condition; excellent jockey
(Esquivel 14.3% CD meet win rate); outside draw (post 8) provides stretching room; recent workouts show
consistent ranking (3rd bullet, 2nd bullet, 4th-ranked workout across six recent works); proven distance
specialist (13 starts at 6f, 3 wins); ELITE opening speed rating confirms competitive early foot.

Concerns: Field contains multiple speed horses capable of matching or exceeding early foot—will require
aggressive ride early to establish position; slight class drop (off allowance start) but form trend shows recent
weakness vs. stronger competition; deceleration pattern STRONG but not elite, suggesting fatigue risk if
pressed hard in pace duel; gate speed slightly below Optimal Courage on recent form metrics.

Trip Projection: Expected to break and challenge for pace, likely settling in 2-3 path position, 1-2 lengths off
leader at opening call. If he takes the lead, likely to press hard and set sloppy pace. If pressed, will likely
fight back but risk getting caught late by fresh closer if pace is suicidal. Best scenario: settles into 2-3
position early and responds to stretch drive when pace slows.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS (★★★)

Gardiner

PTW Profile: Morning line's 6-5 favorite arrives off a competitive three-race sprint sequence at Churchill
with multiple top-finishes. Recent form shows consistent inside running through the opening call with
late-run threats narrowly missing in two of three efforts. Sharp Joe's claiming record shows 25% wins in the
claiming condition—highest in the barn this meet—signaling intent and sharpness. Model projects 17% win
probability, significantly below morning line implications—massive underlay situation.

Strengths: Elite trainer pattern (20% wins in claimed sprints); consistent 3-4 path positioning reduces traffic
risk; two close second-place finishes in last three starts suggest fresh competitor; blinker-on debut at this
level; clean bill of health (spacing shows 21 days, solid for claiming circuit); STRONG sustained-speed
rating confirms competitive finishing profile.

Concerns: Dramatically overbet at 6-5 morning line given recent narrow defeats and only 17% model
projection; finishing pattern shows vulnerability when pace heats up—last three efforts show faded efforts in
final furlong when matched with speed; Ortiz Jr. aboard but has only 14.3% win rate this meet; career-best
or near-best effort in recent defeats creates bounce risk.

Trip Projection: Expected to stalk inside through opening quarter, roughly 2-3 lengths behind Optimal
Courage or Social Hour. Will target outside lane in stretch but may encounter traffic given heavy speed
contingent. Finish likely determined by pace scenario and stretch running room. Vulnerability to One Cool
Dude's late run high if setup allows outside runner.
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Brother Rice

PTW Profile: Moderate 5-1 option with 19 career starts and four wins in claiming ranks. Recent form shows
mixed pattern: two wins in last ten starts with sprints at Churchill being primary hunting ground (16 CD
starts, 4 wins). Kordenbrock barn shows 11% win rate in claiming condition but elevated ROI at 1.54 across
19 claiming starts. Model projects 9% win probability.

Strengths: Trainer pattern shows solid ROI in claiming sprints; recent win (3/7/2025 MCL victory) shows
capability; proven Churchill horse (4 wins at CD); solid positioning from post 7; recent workouts show
consistency (46.4 bullet 9/19/2026); STRONG sustained-speed rating confirms stalking profile capability.

Concerns: Form trend inconsistent—last three starts show mixed results with only one finish better than
third; deceleration profile STRONG but not elite, suggesting mid-pack finisher ceiling; rider Bejarano shows
only 16.7% win rate this meet; class drops slightly from recent AOC/STR attempts but competition level
similar to today; back-to-back starts after layoff period create incomplete sharpening risk.

Trip Projection: Will likely settle in mid-pack stalking position, 3-4 lengths off pace through opening calls.
Stretch run depends on pace scenario; if pace collapses, could find room to rally late. Otherwise, likely to
finish in 4-6 range given moderate speed profile and stalking positioning.

Decatur Street

PTW Profile: Multiple-claimed 6-year-old with 26 career starts and four wins shows consistency in claiming
ranks but lacks recent breakthrough form. Last six starts show mixed results: two wins (9/30/2025,
3/12/2026), multiple mid-field finishes, and one well-beaten effort. Recent trainer assignment shows
Galindo-Torres at 17% win rate in claiming 6f sprints—above-average but not elite. Model projects 7% win
probability.

Strengths: Trainer pattern shows strong ROI in claiming condition (3.32 ROI across 35 claiming starts);
inside draw (post 9) reduces traffic; capable of 1-2 path early positioning to stalk pace; proven ability to win
from stalking position (9/30/2025 victory from inside path); STRONG opening speed but VULNERABLE
sustained speed creates tactical variability.

Concerns: Form trend over last 12 months shows inconsistent results with multiple mid-field finishes; recent
layoff pattern (45+ days from 1/21/2026 to 2/11/2026) indicates soundness/conditioning questions;
deceleration profile VULNERABLE relative to field, suggesting pace compromise when matched against
fresher rivals; last-out loss shows significant beaten lengths (9.2 lengths, poor effort).

Trip Projection: Will stalk pace from inside, likely 4-5 lengths off leader at opening quarter. Improving
position through middle calls depends on pace scenario; if HOT pace develops, will likely lack finishing
punch given VULNERABLE sustained-speed rating. Wire-to-wire threat unlikely; finishing position
dependent on stalking setup and stretch running room.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS / LONGSHOTS (★★ or ★)
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League of Legends

PTW Profile: Oldest horse in field (9 years old) with 37 career starts and 3 claiming-level wins shows
proven but declining profile. Long career shows multiple graded-stakes starts in younger years, now fully
committed to claiming ranks. Recent form shows inconsistent results: one win in last six starts (6/19/2026)
with multiple off-the-board efforts. Morse barn shows 13% win rate in claiming condition across 69 starts.
Model projects 5% win probability.

Strengths: Elite late-pace profile with multiple outside rallies and finishing kick demonstrated across career;
proven 6f specialist (27 starts, 2 wins); if pace sets up favorably, can rally from deep position; 7 years more
experience than field average provides tactical maturity; STRONG opening speed rating shows residual
competitive profile.

Concerns: Age (9 years old) and long career suggest declining physical capability; form trend over last 12
months shows significant inconsistency with only 1 win in 6 starts; deceleration profile VULNERABLE to
strong finishers in this field; outside draw (post 3) requires wide path and perfect setup; trainer stats not elite
for claiming condition.

Trip Projection: Will race 8-10 lengths off pace early, typical closing pattern. If pace is moderate-to-hot,
may rally late but deceleration vulnerability suggests finishing in 3-6 range. Current 15-1 pricing near fair
value; no meaningful overlay exists.

El Michoacano

PTW Profile: Lightly raced 5-year-old with 20 career starts and only 3 wins shows developmental upside in
claiming ranks. Recent form pattern shows sudden improvement—win on 8/18/2025 (67 figure, dominant
rally) followed by inconsistent efforts, but latest start (10/8/2026) shows second-place finish suggesting
return to form. Trainer Wiggins shows 17% win rate in 2Off45-180 situations (strong secondary trainer stat).
Model projects 3% win probability.

Strengths: Recent second-place finish (10/8/2026) against solid allowance field suggests competitive level
rising; lightly raced profile provides upside relative to more seasoned claimers; 8/18/2025 victory
demonstrates capability when conditions align; excellent recent workout (48.4 bullet 10/23/2026, ranked
5th).

Concerns: Career 3-win total from 20 starts suggests modest ability level; inconsistent form across recent
efforts with multiple mid-field finishes and one poor effort (17 lengths beaten, 10/8/2026); deceleration profile
VULNERABLE, confirming pace compromise when challenged; speed does not compare favorably to
Optimal Courage or Social Hour.

Trip Projection: Will race mid-pack, likely 5-6 lengths off pace through opening calls. Late rally attempted
but deceleration vulnerability suggests insufficient punch in final furlong. Underlay candidate at 30-1 ML;
model projects 3% win probability (2.4% implied), creating minimal overlay. Pass.

Stargazzers Dream ★
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PTW Profile: Lightly raced 4-year-old with 26 starts and 4 wins shows developmental improvement in
claiming ranks. Recent form shows solid second-place finish (10/9/2026) against CLM company, suggesting
return to form after inconsistency. Lovell barn shows 26% win rate in claiming condition (3 of 12) across only
12 starts—excellent but minimal sample size. Model projects 2% win probability.

Strengths: Lightly raced profile provides development upside; recent second shows competitive form;
trainer pattern shows elite win rate in claiming; good recent workouts (49.6 ranked 8th, consistent effort).

Concerns: Only 4 career wins from 26 starts suggests modest ability; inconsistent form across recent
efforts; deceleration profile VULNERABLE; speed does not compete favorably against pace leaders; outside
draw (post 5) requires late run to even be competitive.

Trip Projection: Mid-pack settler, 5-6 lengths off pace. Limited rally capability given deceleration profile.
Finish likely in 5-8 range. Underlay candidate at 30-1 ML (model 2% vs. 2.4% implied); pass.

Powerized ★

PTW Profile: Moderate profile with 18 career starts and 4 wins shows inconsistent claiming trajectory.
Recent form shows decline over last 12 months with only 1 win in 6 starts. Lucarelli barn shows 16% win
rate in claiming sprints (266 starts, solid volume) but recent placement does not suggest elevated intent.
Model projects 2% win probability.

Strengths: Recent workout (47.0 9th-ranked, modest) shows effort; Montalvo inexperienced but willing;
MODERATE opening speed profiles above bottom tier.

Concerns: Declining form trend; deceleration profile VULNERABLE; speed does not match pace leaders in
field; recent efforts show fatigue pattern typical of aging claimers; no meaningful trainer intent signal.

Trip Projection: Mid-pack to off-the-board likely; finish in 6-10 range expected. Underlay at 20-1 ML (model
2% vs. 3.7% implied). Pass.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Optimal Courage ELITE ELITE
Low—maintains velocity
strongly

Social Hour ELITE STRONG
Moderate—maintains
position into stretch
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

One Cool Dude STRONG STRONG
Moderate—late-running
closing punch

Gardiner STRONG STRONG
Moderate—competitive
finishing effort

Brother Rice STRONG STRONG
Moderate—stalker
profile consistent

Decatur Street STRONG VULNERABLE
High—pace collapse in
final furlong

League of Legends STRONG VULNERABLE
High—late-run limited by
deceleration

El Michoacano MODERATE VULNERABLE
High—suspect finishing
punch

Stargazzers Dream MODERATE VULNERABLE
High—limited closing
capability

Powerized MODERATE VULNERABLE
High—tired pattern
typical

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Optimal Courage as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating, confirming superior velocity maintenance across all six furlongs. However, the model projects
One Cool Dude (22% win probability) as the dominant contender due to combined STRONG
sustained-speed profile, trainer Banks' elevated 2.22 ROI in sprint claiming, and massive overlay vs. 4.9%
implied morning line. Optimal Courage's ELITE ratings (18% win probability, +9.3% edge) create secondary
strong value. Social Hour ranks second in opening speed (ELITE) but drops to STRONG sustained-speed
profile, indicating stronger early foot than closing punch (14% win probability). The pace scenario identified
as HOT creates tactical advantage for these three speed horses, but Optimal Courage's superior
deceleration resilience positions him as most likely to hold if pressed. One Cool Dude's STRONG sustained
speed combined with post-10 late-running position creates ideal setup if HOT pace develops—22%
projection reflects this positioning advantage. Gardiner and Brother Rice both rank STRONG across metrics
but offer significantly less value than projections suggest (Gardiner 17% vs. 35.8% morning line implications,
massive underlay). Decatur Street and League of Legends both rank VULNERABLE in sustained speed,
indicating significant deceleration when pushed hard; this vulnerability directly opposes their tactical
positioning. El Michoacano, Stargazzers Dream, and Powerized all profile VULNERABLE.
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SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

One Cool Dude — Bank trainer (Chris Banks) shows elevated 2.22 ROI in sprint claiming specifically;
recent second-place finish (10/12/2025) suggests competitiveness returning after layoff; 6f specialist profile;
post 10 provides natural late-running advantage; model projects 22% win probability reflecting improvement
trajectory and ideal setup vs. projected HOT pace.

Optimal Courage — Trainer Martinez shows 50% win rate in claiming condition with sharp recent
placement (off 18-day rest, consistent workout pattern, class-appropriate spot). Gate positioning improves
significantly with blinkers off in recent win; return to natural running style suggests improvement path.
Significant class edge vs. field ($145K+ earnings vs. field average $80K) proposes dominant performance
angle.

Social Hour — Sharp barn move by Garcia shows 17% claiming CLM wins (399 starts, solid volume);
recent allowance drop creates winnable spot; four recent works show consistent top-ranking (multiple
bullets, consistent effort progression). Second-out-of-claim profile traditionally favorable; 31-60-day spacing
aligns with trainer's strong statistics.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Gardiner — Morning line at 6-5 represents massive public overbet relative to model projection of 17%;
recent form shows two narrow defeats suggesting fresh legs may be less available than perception
suggests. Career-best or near-best effort in recent defeats creates bounce risk if pace scenario shifts
unfavorably. Regression significant.

Social Hour — Back-to-back consecutive starts (off allowance, now back to claiming) may indicate
incomplete recovery from recent conditioning demands. Esquivel riding but modest 14.3% meet win rate
may not align with public expectations supporting 4-1 price.

Brother Rice — Back-to-back starts (consecutive racing) after layoff period; last three finishes show
inconsistent results suggesting incomplete sharpening. Bouncing from competitive MCL to $12,500 tag
creates regression risk if class drop insufficient for current fitness level.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: ONE COOL DUDE — Confidence 9/10 — Target odds: 12-1 or higher

Model projects 22% win probability—highest in the field. One Cool Dude represents the most valuable
proposition based on proprietary velocity analysis combined with trainer placement signal and exceptional
morning line value. STRONG sustained-speed rating confirms closing punch capability superior to visual
form analysis. Trainer Banks shows 2.22 ROI in sprint claiming specifically, indicating sharp targeted
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placement. Post 10 provides ideal late-running lane with traffic-free stretch development. Extraordinary
value at current 15-1 morning line: 22% win probability translates to 4.9% implied, creating +17.1%
edge—EXCEPTIONAL VALUE tier. Recent second-place finish (10/12/2025) against quality CLM field
confirms competitive status. Projected HOT pace scenario (projected :22■/:45²) creates optimal setup for
late closer with fresh closing reserves. Model projects this horse as the clear betting vehicle, offering rare
alignment of elite metrics, outstanding value, and favorable pace setup.

VALUE PLAY: OPTIMAL COURAGE — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 7-1 to 10-1

Model projects 18% win probability—second-highest in field. Optimal Courage commands elite pace profile
with ELITE opening speed and ELITE sustained-speed rating, confirming superior velocity maintenance
across all six furlongs. Superior class edge (21 career wins, $145K+ earnings significantly eclipsing field
average) combined with consistent recent victory pattern (two wins in last four starts, gate-to-wire and
pressing victories) projects strong profile. Trainer Martinez shows 50% win rate in claiming condition
(targeted placement strategy evident). Rodriguez has ridden this horse to multiple wins, creating
jockey-trainer synergy. Strong value at current 8-1 morning line: 18% win probability translates to 8.7%
implied, creating +9.3% edge—STRONG VALUE tier. Recent workout (36.8 bullet at Hpt 10/21) shows
excellent fitness. Only concern: recent loss to Social Hour when pressed hard early suggests vulnerability to
pace duel, but ELITE sustained-speed rating predicts wire-to-wire hold if allowed to establish position.

Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3:

• A: One Cool Dude — 22% (Win Bet selection)

• B: Optimal Courage — 18%

• C: Social Hour — 14%

Combined projected probability: 54%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★★

The model projects One Cool Dude as the dominant contender with massive overlay vs. morning line (22%
projection vs. 4.9% implied), creating exceptional-confidence win selection at 15-1 morning line odds. Elite
sustained-speed profile combined with trainer Banks' elevated 2.22 ROI in sprint claiming and post-10
late-running advantage creates rare alignment of superior metrics, outstanding value, and optimal setup.
HOT pace scenario confirmed by multiple speed horses (Optimal Courage, Social Hour, Gardiner) creates
predictable race dynamics tilted toward late-running closers positioned outside, making One Cool Dude's
post draw ideal. Secondary strong value emerges with Optimal Courage at 8-1 (+9.3% edge), representing
legitimate second choice if early speed holds up better than projected. Gardiner represents significant public
overbet at 6-5, with only 17% model projection far below morning line implications; this horse rates as
massive underlay despite trainer quality. Key exploit: public dramatically overweighting Gardiner's favorite
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status while dramatically underweighting One Cool Dude's closing potential given outside post and projected
HOT pace setup. Winning strike rate projects 22% for model top selection with exceptional confidence.
Expected outcome: HOT pace between Optimal Courage/Social Hour/Gardiner early; One Cool Dude stalks
5-7 lengths back in traffic-free lane; late closing punch carries to wire under stretch drive when speed horses
tire. This race setup perfectly suited to one-clear-best-choice profile, making One Cool Dude rare confident
overlay opportunity.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis
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Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
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