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Santa Anita
Race 2 — 10/23/2026

Class: Md 20000
Distance: 8f
Surface: Dirt

Purse: $21,000
Claiming Price: $20,000

Starters: 6

MAIDEN CLAIMING. Purse $21,000 FOR CALIFORNIA BRED OR CALIFORNIA SIRED MAIDENS, TWO
YEARS OLD. Weight, 122 Ibs. Claiming Price $20,000.
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Santa Anita Park R2
October 23, 2026 | 8.0f Dirt | 2YO

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Johnny B (Post 3) — Elite early speed profile. Led or pressed the pace in three of four starts. Most recent
outing (10/12/26) at Santa Anita showed early positioning at Call 1, though ultimately weakened to a
6th-place finish. Consistent :22.2—:22.4 opening quarters demonstrate blazing gate-to-wire foot. This horse
has the credentials to establish position early.

Big Time Coach (Post 2) — Strong early speed capability with a :22.0 opening quarter most recently
(9/25/26). Positioned in the 1-4 range early in three of four recent races. Swung widest in last effort but still
competitive early. Will press the pace if unchallenged.

Stalkers / Pressers

Inca (Post 4) — Tactical flexibility in the early stages. Posted Call 1 positions ranging from 1st to 6th,
suggesting adaptability to pace flow. Recent form shows a bobble in the gates but competitive early speed.
Can rate off the leaders or press if position dictates.

Closers

Romanticon (Post 1) — Closing profile predominates. Drew away from the pace early in both races (posted
Call 1 at 2nd and 4th), indicating a relegation to stalking role. Best performances come when following, not
leading. Exhibits a closing stretch run rather than early foot.

Spider John (Post 5) — Extreme closer profile. Positioned 6th and 9th at Call 1 in recent tries,
demonstrating zero early speed. Late rally attempts in both races resulted in outside position and traffic
impediments. Requires a pace-driven setup to capitalize on potential.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace — Johnny B and Big Time Coach will contest for position through the
opening quarter and half-mile. Projected :22! opening quarter, :452 half-mile. Two-horse speed duel will
inflict moderate damage on the early pace combatants. Pace-stalkers will inherit tactical advantage; closers
face an uphill battle in the stretch.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX
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Romanticon 12% 11.1% +0.9%
2 CB:EaE:“e 4/1 25% 20.0% +5.0%
3 Johnny B 2/1 28% 33.3% -5.3%
4 Inca 6/1 22% 14.3% +7.7%
5 Spider John 10/1 13% 9.1% +3.9%

SECTION 3. CONTENDER ANALYSIS
TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS 00000
Johnny B (Post 3) — OOO0O

PTW Profile: Model identifies this as the field's most consistent speed horse with elite early-pace
credentials. Three career starts, two finishes in the money, and a documented 2-for-3 record at Santa Anita.
Despite the recent weakened effort at 6th, the pedigree of early speed is undeniable. This horse has shown
it can compete in maiden claiming company and hold position through the opening stages.

Strengths:
« Elite early foot with consistent :22-class opening quarters
 2-for-3 career record at Santa Anita; proven course fit
» Two in-the-money finishes; shows ability above maiden claiming level
e Jockey Baze T C maintains a 16.67% maiden-claiming win rate (2-for-16) at the meet

* Route-distance experience: 1-for-1 in wins at 6f; today's 8f represents a distance stretch but not
excessive

* Trainer Kruljac lan: 10% maiden-claiming win rate (2-for-20) with strong ROI (1.34) in this condition

Concerns:

* Most recent race exposed a significant form collapse. Posted early speed (Call 1: 3rd, beaten 0) but
surrendered ground dramatically through the middle fractions, ultimately finishing 6th at 9.25 lengths
beaten

 Deceleration profile shows VULNERABLE rating — velocity collapsed in the final furlongs

« Distance uncertainty: all prior starts at 5-5.5f; 8f represents a meaningful stretch and unknown ability
profile

« Trip trouble noted in prior races ("chased 3-wide, weakened" on 10/12)
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Trip Projection: Johnny B will break sharply and secure early position, likely stalking Big Time Coach or
establishing his own pace by the 2f call. Will drift 3-4 wide in pursuit if pressed. Vulnerable to pace-duel
fatigue in the stretch as the 8f distance tests stamina against a HOT pace scenario.

Inca (Post 4) — OO OO

PTW Profile: Model projects this colt as the race's most dangerous overlay candidate. Six career starts with
zero wins but a consistent 2-for-6 in-the-money record. Recently stepped down from MSW company
(7/18/26) into MCL after bobbling slightly, showing connections are targeting the right level. Pattern
recognition signals a "finder spot" — class relief combined with competitive recent form suggests material
improvement probability.

Strengths:
» Strongest intent signal: stepped down from MSW to MCL today. This is a class-drop move
executed with purpose by a capable trainer
* Tactical flexibility: Call 1 positions range from 1st to 6th, indicating ability to rate and adjust

* Recent competitive form:; 9/20/26 race shows early speed contested before caught late. 9/11/26 shows
a rail-run attempt with bidding presence between horses

 Trainer Gomez Ruben: 8% win rate in the 31-60-day window (8% with 0.99 ROI) — suggests pattern
recognition for timing off layoffs or class adjustments

« Jockey Bautista A L experience: limited recent form at the meet but posted 21.74% money return,
indicating acceptable tactical execution capability

e Second-career-start signal: 7/18/26 debut in MSW showed early speed before fading (8th, 16.35
lengths). Today's MCL debut, with tactical experience now, projects as improvement candidate

Concerns:

« Career maiden status: 6 starts, 0 wins represents persistent inability to graduate

* Wide-margin loss in prior attempt (7/18/26): 16.35 lengths beaten indicates gapping problem at
distance

« Claimed from prior effort (if applicable) but pedigree shows same-trainer continuity — no outside claim
signal amplifying intent

» Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE. Velocity deterioration pattern across multiple races suggests
stamina questions or tactical mismanagement

Trip Projection: Inca will break from Post 4 and settle into a stalking position 2-3 lengths off the HOT pace
established by Johnny B and Big Time Coach. Will move widest in the turn with bids appearing around the 5f
marker but will need to sustain late thrust. Pace setup favors this horse if closers are taken out by the speed
duel.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS OO0

Big Time Coach (Post 2) — OO0
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PTW Profile: Model assesses this gelding as a capable pace horse with route-race experience and a
measured three-start record showing improvement signals. Career 3-for-12 in-the-money (25% black-type
rate), yet trainer statistics reveal strong historical returns in maiden-claiming conditions. This horse fits the
route-race profile for today's 8f distance.

Strengths:
« Strong route-race experience: 7 career route starts; 8f is within wheelhouse

« Most recent effort (9/25/26) shows encouraging signs: swung widest, moved up in the stretch, posted
strong late segments — Sustained Speed Rating: STRONG

* Trainer Hanson Ryan: 12% maiden-claiming win rate (14-for-120) with solid ROI (0.75) — high-volume
operator in this condition

 Jockey Rosario J: 16.87% meet win rate (14-for-83) with above-average payout (9.74); 11-for-46 in
maiden claiming specifically (23.91% rate)

« Visible form momentum: each successive race shows incremental improvement in positioning and
effort level

Concerns:
* Only one in-the-money finish in three current starts (25% strike rate). Prior two efforts yielded 4th and
5th-place finishes

« Early-race positioning vulnerability: beaten 4.2 lengths at Call 2 most recently (9/25/26), suggesting
moderate early speed but trailing status

* Class uncertainty: stepping into a $20K MCL field where peers show documented wins; Big Time
Coach remains a maiden

* Limited finishing history: 0 wins; questions about conversion capability in close races
Trip Projection: Big Time Coach will establish early position via a clean break, race 3-4 lengths off Johnny

B's early pace, and angle out entering the far turn. Will attempt to rally in the stretch but faces the hurdle of a
HOT pace scenario that may blunt late sustained effort.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS / LONGSHOTS 00
Romanticon (Post 1) — 00

PTW Profile: Model rates this as a closer with documented ability in maiden-claiming company but limited
recent form evidence. Two career starts, zero wins, 0-for-2 in-the-money record. Most recent effort (8/1/26)
shows a clear weakening pattern. Trainer profile suggests modest capability but inconsistent results.

Strengths:
e Trainer Periban Jorge: 18% maiden-claiming win rate (9-for-51) with strong ROI (1.52) — best statistic
in this condition among all trainers in the field

« Jockey Herrera C: limited recent form (0-for-17 this meet) but historical profile shows acceptable
execution in supporting roles
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« Post 1 offers favorable positioning for a closer to avoid traffic in a HOT pace scenario

Concerns:

e THROWOUT FLAG — Repeated Performance Decline: Both career efforts show steady deterioration
in position and effort. Most recent 8/1/26 race: drifted wide, posted 0 early speed (Call 1: 2nd, beaten 0;
Call 2: 8th, beaten 3.7), and finished 9th, 16.75 lengths beaten. Prior 6/20/26: weakened similarly to 5th
place after early promise

 Career-low tag today ($20K) combined with declining figures — repeated claim-and-drop-without-win
pattern signals connections giving up

« Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE. Both races show significant deceleration, indicating
unsuitability to route distances or fundamental inability to maintain velocity

< Minimal workout activity; last breeze (10/16/26) was a modest 6f in 113.80 — suggests limited
preparation

Trip Projection: Romanticon will break from the rail and immediately surrender position to pace horses. Will
attempt a rally from 8-10 lengths back but faces a HOT pace scenario that will have closers scrambling for
room. Realistically positioned for a fourth-through-sixth outcome given recent trajectory.

Spider John (Post 5) — 00

PTW Profile: Model identifies this as an extreme closer with minimal early-speed credentials and a
concerning 0-for-2 start record at this level. Blinker equipment added today signals potential trainer intent to
sharpen early response, but two-race sample remains unchanged in results.

Strengths:
« Blinker addition today (equipment change from prior start) — may trigger early-speed sharpening per
Trainer Marquez Alfredo P's historical profile: 33.33% win rate with blinkers ON (1-for-3)
« Trainer Marquez: 8% overall maiden-claiming win rate (2-for-24) with historical ROI (0.82) — modest
but consistent operator
» Extreme closer profile means minimal pace-duel exposure; will position from outside and look to
explode late if field weakens

» Jockey Escobedo A: limited recent activity (0O-for-15 this meet) but posted a single 10-start hit on 10/17
with decent return

Concerns:

« THROWOUT FLAG — Repeated Drop-Without-Win Pattern: Two career starts, both at $20K MCL,
yielding finishes of 6th and 8th with no improvement. 9/25/26 (6f): pinballed at start, finished 6th, 13.8
lengths back. 9/11/26 (5f): crowded early, finished 8th, 10.1 lengths beaten. Pattern suggests inability to
break through at this level

 Zero early speed across both races (Call 1 positions: 6th and 9th). Today's blinker addition is a
last-resort equipment change suggesting desperation
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 Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE. Both efforts show severe closing-leg collapse, indicating
fundamental velocity maintenance issues

« Extreme wide positioning (Post 5) combined with poor early speed means trapped outside in a HOT
pace scenario, facing maximum traffic impediment

Trip Projection: Spider John will break wide and immediately surrender early position, drifting to 10+
lengths off the pace by the 2f call. Will angle out entering the stretch and attempt a late rally, but a HOT pace
scenario leaves limited energy for a meaningful rally.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Moderate — competitive

Johnny B ELITE STRONG . .
velocity maintenance
Low — .
Big Time Coach STRONG STRONG ow — consistent
energy late
High — pace collapse
Inca STRONG VULNERABLE _
risk present
Romanticon STRONG VULNERABLE High N vequty
deteriorated in stretch
. High — severe
Spider John STRONG VULNERABLE

closing-leg decay

Sustained Speed Ratings

Johnny B — STRONG: The model identifies elite early velocity (:22.4 opening quarters consistently) with
moderate deceleration across recent race attempts. However, most recent effort (10/12/26) exposed a
structural vulnerability — speed collapsed dramatically from Call 1 through final furlongs, registering a
deceleration% well above threshold. Distance uncertainty at 8f amplifies concern.

Big Time Coach — STRONG: Maintained competitive velocity across all segments in the most recent race
(9/25/26). Showed :22.0 opening quarter paired with sustained rally effort in the stretch. Low deceleration
profile indicates ability to preserve finishing kick — a critical asset in an 8f route race against a HOT pace.

Inca— VULNERABLE: Significant deceleration detected across multiple races. Opening velocity
(:22.2—:22.4 range) deteriorates sharply by the 6f and 8f calls. Pattern suggests unsuitability to route
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distances or tactical mismanagement by connections. Pace collapse risk is material.

Romanticon — VULNERABLE: Both career races show severe deceleration. Opening quarters
(:22.2—:22.4) give way to rapidly declining velocity. Most recent race posts a near-complete breakdown by
the final furlongs. Bounce risk elevated for today's route attempt.

Spider John — VULNERABLE: Extreme deceleration profile across both starts. Opening fractions are
neutral, but closing segments show collapse. Sustained-speed vulnerability combined with outside post
position creates compounding risk in a HOT pace scenario.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Big Time Coach as the field's fastest sustainable performer with a STRONG Sustained
Speed Rating across all segments. While Johnny B posts elite opening-quarter velocity, the recent exposure
of deceleration vulnerability at route distance is a material concern. Big Time Coach has demonstrated the
consistency to maintain competitive velocity gate-to-wire — a critical advantage in an 8f race where pace
setup will be HOT and closers will face exhaustion. No other horse in this field has matched Big Time
Coach's velocity profile across a full route race.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES
Likely to Improve

Inca — Class relief is the primary driver. Stepped down from MSW company into MCL with tactical
experience now accumulated through six starts. Trainer pattern supports timing-based intent: 8% win rate in
the 31-60-day window (suggesting a layoff-recovery competence). Second-career-start improvement signal
is present if connections have refined tactics post-debut.

Big Time Coach — Route-distance fit and trainer consistency in this condition. Hanson Ryan's high-volume
maiden-claiming operation (120 starts, 12% win rate) shows pattern recognition. Each of the three recent
starts has posted incremental positioning improvements, signaling a maturing form trajectory in route
company.

Regression Risks

Johnny B — Bounce risk is elevated. Most recent race (10/12/26) exposed a deceleration collapse at
distance, and the 8f route represents a test beyond prior experience. Three-start sample is limited;
regression from opening-quarter dominance to back-of-the-pack finishing is the primary concern.

Romanticon — Repeated decline pattern across two starts with no recovery. Career-low tag today
combined with sustained inability to convert suggests a fundamental class-mismatch or trainer-directed
deprioritization. Bounce risk is severe; likely to regress further from recent baseline.

Spider John — Equipment change (blinker addition) suggests a last-resort intervention. 0-for-2 record at
this exact level and claiming price indicates horses this trainer is unable to win with at $20K MCL.
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Regression risk is that the blinker addition fails to alter velocity-maintenance issues underlying both prior
losses.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS
WIN BET: JOHNNY B — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 2/1 to 5/2

Model projects 28% win probability — highest in the field. Elite early-pace credentials and proven ability at
Santa Anita position this horse as the primary speed force. Despite the deceleration concern exposed in the
most recent effort, Johnny B's documented early speed and 2-for-3 record at this track command primary
contention status.

Value assessment: SLIGHT UNDERLAY at 2/1 ML odds (33.3% implied vs. 28% model win%). The
underlay reflects recent form collapse and distance uncertainty. However, as the highest-probability horse,
Johnny B remains the primary selection.

VALUE PLAY: INCA — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 6/1 to 8/1

Model projects 22% win probability at 6/1 odds (14.3% implied). Edge: +7.7% — STRONG VALUE. The
class-relief signal (MSW-to-MCL step-down) combined with second-start tactical maturity and a favorable
pace setup (HOT pace that will neutralize closers) creates material overlay opportunity. Trainer intent is
transparently signaled. Public will overlook this horse due to 0-for-6 maiden record, but the improvement
indicators are substantial.

LONGSHOT PLAY: SPIDER JOHN — Confidence 4/10 — Target odds: 10/1+

Model projects 13% win probability at 10/1 odds (9.1% implied). Edge: +3.9% — SLIGHT VALUE at true
10/1 or higher. Extreme closer profile with a blinker addition may unlock late velocity in a contested pace
scenario. Only recommend if post-time odds spike to 12/1+; otherwise, recommend passing.

Multi-Race Wagers — Top 3 for Pick 3/ Pick 4 / Pick 5/ Pick 6:

¢ A: JOHNNY B — 28% (Win Bet selection)
*B: INCA —22%
« C: BIG TIME COACH — 25%

Combined Projected Probability: 75%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

dOo0Od (Four Stars)




Model projects a HOT early-pace scenario where Johnny B and Big Time Coach will contest through the first
two calls, inflicting moderate damage on early speeds. This pace setup neutralizes Spider John's
extreme-closer profile and creates a decisive tactical advantage for pace-stalkers in the middle. Inca's
class-relief signal and second-start tactical maturity position this horse as the primary value opportunity the
public will underestimate. Big Time Coach's STRONG sustained-speed rating confirms consistent velocity
maintenance through 8f — the field's most reliable route runner. Johnny B holds the highest win probability
but carries an overlay risk due to recent deceleration exposure at distance. Primary value exploitation: play
Inca at 6/1 or higher; use as primary single in Pick 4+ sequences.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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