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Santa Anita
Race 1 — 10/23/2026

Class: Md 50000

Distance: 8f

Surface: Turf

Purse: $35,000

Claiming Price: $50,000

Starters: 5

MAIDEN CLAIMING. Purse $35,000 FOR MAIDENS, THREE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 123
lbs.; Older, 126 lbs. Claiming Price $50,000 (Non-Starters For A Claiming Price Of $25,000 Or Less In Their Last

3 Starts Preferred). (Rail at 30 feet).

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0



2

COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Santa Anita Park R1

Wednesday, October 23, 2026 | 8f Turf | Maiden Claiming $50,000

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Mighty Toro (Post 2) — Elite early speed profile. Decoded past performances show consistent gate-to-wire
or near-gate positioning across turf route attempts. Most recent turf route (9f, 09/25/2026) broke alertly,
rated 3-wide at 1/4 call (beaten 1.5L), pressed the leader into the stretch, and was denied only in deep
stretch for second. Career pattern: immediate position, competitive early pace management. Jockey Rosario
J carries a 16.87% win rate from the meet with 8 turf route wins from 50 starts—strong affinity for this exact
distance/surface setup.

Fausto (Post 4) — Legitimate secondary speed threat. Four turf route starts show mixed early pace
positioning (4th to 5th call most recent), but capable of pressing early when conditions align. Trip notes
document "bid 3-deep" and "prss 3-deep" sequences—tactical runner with early engagement capacity. Turf
route record: inconsistent early pace effort.

Stalkers / Pressers

Corkscrew Andy (Post 1) — Natural stalking profile. Three MSW turf route starts reveal consistent 3rd-call
positioning (beaten 2.0–4.0L), rates off the pace, and tracks the leader into the stretch. Most recent
(10/11/2026, 8f turf): tracked 3-wide, advanced to 3-4 wide in the middle stages, but tired late. Clear
positioning pattern: off-pace tracker waiting for a setup. Mandella Richard's maiden-claiming roster shows
15% win rate (13 starts) — quality turf specialist trainer.

Marion Magic (Post 3) — Second career start, first time on turf. Only one start (dirt, 5.5f, 08/29/2026): broke
poorly, ran 3-wide throughout, and weakened to fifth. Heavy Lasix medication noted; trainer Aguirre Paul G
is 0-for-5 on maiden second starts and 0-for-5 on first-turf starts — both red flags. Limited data but
positioning suggests outside speed horse rather than stalker.

Closers

Black Pearl (Post 5) — Closest thing to a closing profile in this field. Two recent turf route starts show deep
position throughout (8th-10th at calls), little early foot, but attempted to rally late each time—result: 10th and
6th finishes, both wide-margin defeats (11.85L and 6.40L). Inside running style documented ("Inside, never
involved," "Inside, no rally") suggests tactical misfit or lack of finishing gear. 20-1 morning line reflects
significant doubts about competitive fitness.

PACE SCENARIO PROJECTION
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MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace with Mighty Toro and Fausto both engaged and pressing the early
tempo (projected :48¹ opening quarter, :113² half-mile). Stalker Corkscrew Andy will rate off this contested
pace, and early speed duel will create moderate damage and tactical opportunity for a horse positioned to
make a stretch move. Closers face headwinds but will not be completely exhausted by a turf-route tempo.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1
Corkscrew
Andy

4/1 26% 20.0% +6.0%

2 Mighty Toro 1/2 38% 66.7% -28.7%

3 Marion Magic 6/1 12% 14.3% -2.3%

4 Fausto 7/2 18% 22.2% -4.2%

5 Black Pearl 20/1 6% 4.8% +1.2%

Total Model Win %: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (★★★★)

Mighty Toro (Post 2)

PTW Profile: Massive class advantage as the only horse with multiple maiden-claiming wins in the recent
record. This horse won its last MCL start (09/25/2026, 9f turf) despite being denied in a stretch duel—proved
ability to both compete and finish in the claiming ranks at this level. Superior tactical flexibility, proven elite
early speed, and jockey Rosario J represents the most experienced combination in the field for turf route
maiden-claiming fixtures.

Strengths:

• Class drop signal — claimed, wins in prior MCL races (08/22/2026: led grudgingly, won by 0.50L over
MCL field)

• Elite early foot and competitive stretch presence — most recent race shows duel capability

• Jockey Rosario J: 24.39% win rate in MCL claiming (11 wins from 46 starts)

• Trainer Sadler John W: 25.00% meet win rate, 16% MCL win rate — top-tier claiming specialist
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• Turf route profile: 3 recent turf route starts with competitive efforts

• Strong pace fit — will control or press early, avoids worst of early duel damage

Concerns:

• Morning line odds (1/2) reflect public's full agreement with model

• Underlay position: model projects 38% win probability against 66.7% implied morning line probability

• Lasix medication suggests turf past performance data may not translate directly

• Second-start claiming record shows learning curve in this specific class

Trip Projection: Will break alertly, contest early pace with Fausto, and establish leadership or press
position through the first mile. Rosario will manage the pace intelligently. Expect Mighty Toro to be 1st or
2nd at every call, will be challenged in the stretch by Corkscrew Andy's closer profile but has proven finish
capability. Wire-to-wire or narrow defeat likely outcomes.

Corkscrew Andy (Post 1)

PTW Profile: Genuine value play. This horse has consistently tracked the pace from off-position across
three MSW turf routes and demonstrated late tiring only due to being overmatched in those stronger
maidens. Today's drop to MCL ($50k tag) at exact distance (8f turf) where he's shown his best stalking
profile represents a natural improvement spot. Trainer Mandella Richard is 15% MCL specialist (13 wins
from 88 starts) and shows 29% win rate on horses 2-off-45-days layoff — Corkscrew Andy fits both metrics.

Strengths:

• Massive class drop from MSW to MCL — clear finder spot

• Consistent stalking form at 8f turf (three starts, never worse than 4th call)

• Mandella Richard turf specialist: 14% overall turf win rate, 15% MCL rate — quality trainer angle

• Layoff return pattern — Mandella 29% win rate 2-off-45-days (this horse is 12 days since 10/11)

• Most recent race (10/11/2026) shows improved effort: moved to 3-4 wide in middle, only tired late
against MSW company

• Jockey Kimura K: 18.31% meet win rate, 10 MCL wins from 41 starts — solid claiming experience

Concerns:

• Third MSW start without a win; hasn't broken through at higher level

• Moderate deceleration profile across three starts — doesn't maintain velocity gate-to-wire, will rely on
stalking setup and stretch kick

• Will need early pace to be fast enough to track (HOT scenario helps, but is dependent)

• Black Pearl's speed unknown — if Black Pearl shows early foot, Corkscrew Andy's position
compromised

Trip Projection: Will break from post 1, settle 3rd or 4th, track Mighty Toro/Fausto through the first mile.
Pace scenario (HOT) is ideal setup: early duel saps leaders, Corkscrew Andy will move 3-4 wide into the
stretch with fresh momentum. High-probability finish 2nd or 3rd; first-win probability elevated if early pace is
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exactly as projected.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (★★★)

Fausto (Post 4)

PTW Profile: Experienced maiden claiming candidate with persistent class issues. Career record spans 14
starts (0 wins, 2 places, 4 shows) and shows turf route experience—but has never graduated from maiden
company despite 14 attempts. Recent form shows mixed capabilities: MCL wins on 04/03/2026 (second in 8f
turf MCL) and prior turf route efforts, but has also finished flat in multiple settings. Trainer Hess R B Jr: 17%
MCL win rate (54 MCL starts) and 15% turf route win rate (246 route starts)—competent, not elite.

Strengths:

• Turf route experience (8-8.5f range across multiple attempts)

• Can press early if tactically suited (documented "bid 3-deep," "prss 3-deep" sequencing)

• Baze T C jockey: 16.67% meet win rate, solid experience, can navigate claiming races

• Trainer Hess specializes in this exact class/distance combination

Concerns:

• Career maiden at 14 starts (0 wins) — this is a THROWOUT signal per Maiden Claiming Screening
(Directive B). Repeated failure to win despite 14 career starts across multiple class levels indicates
giving-up pattern.

• Inconsistent early pace effort (5th to 8th at call most recent route attempt)

• Deceleration pattern across recent turf starts shows velocity collapse late

• Morning line 7/2 is fair value or slight underlay — no significant edge

Trip Projection: Will break from middle post, press the pace in middle stages (outside position likely), and
face significant fatigue by the stretch given high deceleration profile in recent races. Most likely finish
4th–6th.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (★★)

Marion Magic (Post 3)

PTW Profile: Second-career starter, first time on turf. Only career start (08/29/2026, 5.5f dirt) shows poor
foundational fitness: broke slowly, ran 3-wide throughout, and weakened badly to 5th. Trainer Aguirre Paul
G: 0-for-5 on maiden second starts, 0-for-5 on first-turf attempts—both critical negative patterns. Lasix
medication change signals possible fitness issues.

Strengths:

• Van Dyke D jockey: 13.33% meet win rate, can ride at this level

• Morning line 6/1 suggests modest odds; if horse shows improvement, value exists
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• Workouts show two recent bullet works (:59.0, :59.6 on fast/turf surface, ranked 1 in both sessions)

Concerns:

• Trainer Aguirre Paul G is 0-for-5 second starts overall and 0-for-5 first-turf starts — this is a red-flag
THROWOUT signal per Maiden Claiming Screening (Directive B). The combination of second-start +
first-turf + 0-for-5 trainer pattern on both conditions represents a compounding negative.

• Only one career start; minimal form to evaluate

• Dirt race shows weak effort (weakened in stretch, never involved)

• Dirt surface completely different from turf; distance increase from 5.5f to 8f is significant

• Repeated trainer failure on first-turf conditions strongly suggests setup mismatch

Trip Projection: Will likely struggle with turf surface as a first-time experience. Expect slow early foot and
middle-field position throughout. Most likely finish 5th–8th.

Black Pearl (Post 5)

PTW Profile: Struggling maiden with poor recent form and zero confirmed competitive edge. Two recent turf
route attempts (08/22/2026 and 08/01/2026) resulted in wide-margin defeats (11.85L and 6.40L) while
running inside from deep positions. Has never won, never shown competitive late pace, and consistently
documented as "inside, never involved" or "inside, no rally." Trainer Drysdale Neil: 17% MCL win rate (29
MCL starts), moderate specialist. Ayuso A jockey: only 7.04% meet win rate—among the lowest on the card.

Strengths:

• Turf route experience (three starts)

• Trainer Drysdale 16% win rate on 61-180 day layoff — this horse has rested 52 days since 08/22, so
some value there

• Morning line 20/1 means zero expectations — only upside

Concerns:

• Career maiden (3 starts, 0 wins, 0 places, 0 shows) — this is a THROWOUT signal per Maiden
Claiming Screening (Directive B). Only 3 career starts but has shown zero competitive indicators in any
of them.

• Severe recent defeats (11.85L, 6.40L) indicate major class or fitness mismatch

• No rally capability documented across all three starts ("never involved," "no rally")

• Jockey Ayuso A: worst meet win rate in the field (7.04%)

• Inside running bias + zero late pace = misfit for this pace scenario

Trip Projection: Will break, establish deep position (likely 8th–10th), never threaten, and finish at the end of
the field. Minimum chances.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS
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PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Mighty Toro ELITE STRONG
Low — maintains
velocity through stretch

Corkscrew Andy STRONG STRONG
Moderate — stalker's
efficient pace
management

Fausto STRONG VULNERABLE
High — significant
late-race collapse
pattern

Marion Magic STRONG VULNERABLE
High — limited early
foot, fades late

Black Pearl STRONG VULNERABLE
High — severe
deceleration, no finishing
kick

Sustained Speed Ratings

Mighty Toro — ELITE

Velocity maintained from gate through finish across multiple turf route attempts. Most recent race
(09/25/2026) shows minimal deceleration: positioned 3-wide at quarter-call, remained 1-2L off lead at
mid-turn, and was competitive into the stretch before denied in deep stretch. This is the field's fastest
gate-to-wire performer with no horse matching this sustained velocity profile.

Corkscrew Andy — STRONG

Moderate velocity maintenance across three MSW turf routes. Opens with solid early speed (approximately
38–39 mph equivalent range based on decoded quarter times), transitions to stalking mode (expected
deceleration), but manages stretch progression efficiently without catastrophic collapse. Rating reflects
stalker's natural pacing arc—velocity drops but remains competitive, not vulnerable.

Fausto — VULNERABLE

Significant deceleration pattern documented across recent turf route attempts. Opens with competitive early
foot (37–38 mph range), but transitions show 6–8% velocity drop by stretch call. Most recent turf route
(09/25/2026) shows this clearly: pressed early (2-wide) but weakened noticeably by final furlong (3rd finish,
behind leaders). Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE. Bounce risk elevated if early pace contests his
middle-distance positioning.
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Marion Magic — VULNERABLE

Insufficient data (one career start), but dirt race shows poor gate-to-wire efficiency and early fade. Cannot
establish strong opening velocity (broke slowly on 08/29, ran 3-wide but out of contention). Turf introduction
unknown, but historical pattern suggests velocity collapse. Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE until
proven otherwise.

Black Pearl — VULNERABLE

Two turf route attempts show consistently poor opening velocity and complete absence of late acceleration.
Runs inside from deep position on both occasions, never threatens, and closes out far behind. Most recent:
6.40L defeat while positioned inside, zero rally demonstrated. Deceleration not measured in typical sense
because horse never established early velocity to lose. Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE—worst
profile in the field.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Mighty Toro as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating — no horse in this field has matched this velocity profile at the distance. The pace projection
(HOT scenario with :48¹ opening quarter) rewards early speed, but Mighty Toro's ability to maintain that
velocity into the stretch separates it decisively from Fausto and Corkscrew Andy, both of whom show
meaningful deceleration. Corkscrew Andy's STRONG rating keeps it competitive, but the model projects
early duel damage to Fausto's VULNERABLE profile, opening a clear tactical advantage for either Mighty
Toro (if it can hold) or Corkscrew Andy (if it stalks efficiently). Black Pearl and Marion Magic's VULNERABLE
ratings confirm they will fade and finish out of contention.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Corkscrew Andy — Trainer Mandella Richard shows 29% win rate on horses 2-off-45-day layoff (41 starts).
This horse meets that pattern (12 days since 10/11 race). Class drop from MSW to MCL is the
highest-priority signal in the Maiden Claiming Screening (Directive A): significant tag drop today signals
connections are targeting this exact level to win. Stalking profile perfectly positioned for HOT pace scenario.
Second-start off turf route experience also favors improvement curve.

Fausto — Trainer Hess R B Jr shows 17% MCL win rate (54 MCL starts) — competent specialist. Horse
has 14 career starts in maiden company and is overdue for breakthrough. However, career maiden
THROWOUT signal (14 starts, 0 wins) substantially offsets improvement prospects; improvement candidate
only if pace cooperates exactly and closing form miraculously reverses.

Likely to Regress

Mighty Toro — Morning line 1/2 reflects public perception that this horse is the clear class superior. Model
projects 38% win probability, but implied morning line probability is 66.7% — significant overlay of public
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confidence. Horse is not at risk of actual performance regression (remains best horse), but betting value is
severely compromised. At this price, regression in expected return is certain.

Marion Magic — Trainer Aguirre Paul G: 0-for-5 on maiden second starts, 0-for-5 on first-turf. This is a
THROWOUT designation per Maiden Claiming Screening (Directive B). Pattern indicates setup mismatch
and trainer strategy misalignment. Second-start + first-turf combination is historically poor for this trainer.
Regression to 8th–10th finish expected.

Black Pearl — Career-maiden THROWOUT (3 starts, 0 wins, 0 places). Recent defeats of 11.85L and
6.40L indicate major class or fitness mismatch. No late pace demonstrated across any attempt. Regression
to finishing order (8th–10th) is mathematical certainty given this field's pace scenario and Black Pearl's
profile mismatch.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: MIGHTY TORO — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 1/1 to 6/5

The model projects 38% win probability — the highest in the field. Mighty Toro combines elite early speed,
proven maiden-claiming win experience, tactical flexibility, and an elite-rated sustained speed profile that no
competitor can match. Jockey Rosario J and trainer Sadler John W represent the most experienced
combination for this exact race type. The HOT pace scenario will intensify the early contest between Mighty
Toro and Fausto, but Mighty Toro's ELITE sustained speed rating gives it superior finishing position entering
the stretch—the decisive advantage at this distance.

Value Assessment: NO VALUE. Model win probability (38%) falls significantly below implied morning line
probability (66.7% at 1/2 odds). Underlay of 28.7% represents a substantial public overestimate of this
horse's winning chances. At 1/2, Mighty Toro is overbet. Even at improved odds of 1/1 to 6/5, the model still
projects slight underlay. This is the model's top-probability selection but not a value wager.

VALUE PLAY: CORKSCREW ANDY — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 5/2 to 4/1

The model projects 26% win probability at morning line 4/1 (20% implied), generating a +6.0% edge —
STRONG VALUE. This horse represents the single best risk-reward opportunity on the card. Class drop
from MSW to MCL is a finder-spot signal (Directive A); Mandella Richard's 29% layoff-return win rate applies
directly; stalking profile is perfectly positioned for the HOT pace scenario; and the model rates Corkscrew
Andy's Sustained Speed Rating as STRONG—competitive stretch finishing capability that will capitalize on
early duel damage inflicted by Mighty Toro and Fausto.

The narrative edge: Public is dismissing Corkscrew Andy because of 0-for-3 MSW record, but the
claim-and-switch move (stepping down from MSW to MCL) is exactly the right tactical maneuver for this
horse at this distance with this trainer. The model projects Corkscrew Andy to finish 1st or a close 2nd most
frequently; at 4/1 odds, the model's 26% win probability provides genuine value.
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LONGSHOT PLAY: None — No horse in this field generates a genuine overlay at 10/1 or higher. Marion
Magic (6/1) and Black Pearl (20/1) are both THROWOUT-designated horses with minimal winning chances;
their morning line odds do not compensate for the documented screening red flags.

MULTI-RACE WAGERS — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3

• A: MIGHTY TORO — 38% Win Probability

• B: CORKSCREW ANDY — 26% Win Probability

• C: FAUSTO — 18% Win Probability

Combined Projected Probability: 82%

(Sequence coverage A-B-C across Pick 3/4/5/6 structures. THROWOUT horses Marion Magic and Black
Pearl are excluded from this coverage.)

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★ (Four Stars)

The model projects a relatively clear HOT pace scenario that will develop quickly and advantage the
class-dropping stalker (Corkscrew Andy) or the already-proven claiming winner (Mighty Toro). Mighty Toro
holds the higher win probability due to elite sustained speed, but Corkscrew Andy presents the public's
biggest betting mistake — class drop and trainer layoff pattern are ignored, creating genuine overlay at 4/1
odds. The Maiden Claiming Screening identifies three THROWOUT horses (Fausto, Marion Magic, Black
Pearl) with no legitimate winning chances at this class level, concentrating value in the two-horse race
between Mighty Toro and Corkscrew Andy. Primary value opportunity: back Corkscrew Andy at 4/1 or better
for the stretch run.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.



11

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.


