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Santa Anita
Race 8 — 10/17/2026

Class: Md 12500

Distance: 5.5f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $16,000

Claiming Price: $12,500

Starters: 9

MAIDEN CLAIMING. Purse $16,000 FOR CALIFORNIA BRED OR CALIFORNIA SIRED MAIDENS, FILLIES
AND MARES THREE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 122 lbs.; Older, 125 lbs. Claiming Price

$12,500.

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Santa Anita Park R8

Thursday, October 17, 2026 | 5.5f Dirt | Maiden Claiming $12,500

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

The model identifies three elite speed horses capable of pressing early fractions. Dancing Thru Fire (Post
9) showed gate speed in her most recent MCL effort (9/19/2026 at LRC), breaking alertly inside and
establishing position through the first call before tiring in the stretch. She Spendsalot (Post 5) demonstrated
consistent early positioning across multiple starts, including a lead call finish on 7/31/2026 at DMR before
tiring late. Blame the Track (Post 8) is the field's most versatile performer—capable of either pressing or
rating, with recent MSW form (9/26/2026 turf; 9/4/2026 dirt 6.5f) showing tactical flexibility and early speed
capacity.

Stalkers / Pressers

Godbless Her (Post 3) has shown a stalking profile with ability to rate just off the pace. She demonstrated
this consistently in MSW company, including a second-call position on 9/26/2026 (SA turf, bumped early but
stayed close). Melba Montgomery (Post 1) sits on the edge between pace and stalker—her past
performances show both leading tendencies and willingness to sit mid-pack depending on pace flow.

Closers

Stylishly Big (Post 4) projects as a closing type with limited early speed, consistently positioned 6-8 calls
deep before tiring late. Palace Mischief (Post 7) carries heavy maiden experience but has shown
occasional bursts of speed without sustainable finish; typically finishes outside the money as a late closer
lacking the punch required to win at this level.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace scenario with two-three speed horses contesting the lead (projected
:22² opening quarter, :45¹ half-mile). Dancing Thru Fire and She Spendsalot will likely battle for early
position while Blame the Track infiltrates the mix. Moderate pace duel will create tactical advantage for
pace-stalkers and well-positioned closers; speed-dependent horses face significant stretch fatigue risk.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX
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Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1
Melba
Montgomery

6-1 12% 14.3% -2.3%

2
Long Legged
Babs

30-1 2% 3.2% -1.2%

3 Godbless Her 7-2 18% 22.2% -4.2%

4 Stylishly Big 20-1 3% 4.8% -1.8%

5
She
Spendsalot

15-1 4% 6.3% -2.3%

6 Strong Proof 30-1 1% 3.2% -2.2%

7
Palace
Mischief

30-1 2% 3.2% -1.2%

8
Blame the
Track

6-5 42% 45.5% -3.5%

9
Dancing Thru
Fire

3-1 16% 25.0% -9.0%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (★★★★)

BLAME THE TRACK (Post 8) — 6-5 Morning Line

PTW Profile: The model identifies Blame the Track as the field's dominant choice with the highest win
probability and most versatile tactical profile. She combines elite trainer credentials (Callaghan Simon: 33%
MdnClm win rate; 6.73 ROI MSW→MCL transition), top-tier jockey form (Rosario J: 15.87% current win rate,
42.86% money %, 8-36 in maiden claiming), and proven MSW class credentials spanning turf and dirt over
recent months.

Strengths: Established speed and stamina across multiple surfaces. Recent MSW form on 9/26/2026 (SA
turf 6.0f) and 9/4/2026 (DMR dirt 6.5f) confirms ability above maiden claiming level. Class drop props
massive; this is a strategic MCL placement targeting a wire-to-wire or stalking victory. Trainer win rate in
MSW-to-MCL transitions (33%) is among the field's highest. Rosario brings championship-caliber ride and
recent hot form with maiden claiming starts (8-36 for 22.2% at this track).
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Concerns: Morning line odds (6-5, 45.5% implied) leave minimal value despite commanding win probability.
Turf experience in most recent MSW effort creates minor surface-change question mark, though she has
demonstrated dirt capability in prior starts.

Trip Projection: Model projects Blame the Track will settle off pace or rate tactically depending on early
speed deployment, positioning for a mid-to-stretch rally. Her versatility allows adaptation to any pace
scenario.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (★★★)

DANCING THRU FIRE (Post 9) — 3-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: The model projects strong win probability but flags this horse as a genuine live longshot play
due to public overbet status. Dancing Thru Fire is a second-career-starter showing marked improvement
signals—her debut MCL effort (9/19/2026 at LRC, 5.5f) produced inside-3-wide positioning and a strong
2nd-best finish, establishing early speed and maintaining position through the stretch. This is the single
highest-priority improvement candidate in the field per the screening checklist.

Strengths: Second-starter early speed and stalker profile with clear upward trajectory. The 9/19 LRC effort
demonstrates racing maturity and tactical competitiveness. Trainer Rivera Sally P shows emerging form with
improved recent results. Jockey Payeras carries light experience but demonstrates learning curve. Bullet
workout on 10/3/2026 (3.0f in 36.80, ranked 1st in class) signals freshness and readiness.

Concerns: Maiden claiming placement after one MCL start creates question mark regarding class level.
Only five career starts total creates form volatility risk. Trainer Rivera has minimal recent maiden claiming
success (0-8, 0% win rate in MdnClm category). Career form across all starts shows inconsistent finish
positions (ranging wide-margin losses to competitive efforts).

Trip Projection: Dancing Thru Fire will likely establish inside position from post 9 with early speed,
attempting to lead or stalk the pace. The HOT pace scenario will test stamina in the stretch.

GODBLESS HER (Post 3) — 7-2 Morning Line

PTW Profile: The model identifies Godbless Her as a secondary contender with strong MSW credentials
and elite trainer backing (O'Neill Doug: 33% win rate 2-off-over-180 days; 26% MSW→MCL transition rate).
Recent MSW effort on 9/26/2026 (SA turf 6.0f) shows stalking capability despite early bump; horse
recovered and remained competitive in quality maiden special weight field.

Strengths: MSW→MCL drop creates class relief opportunity. O'Neill Doug demonstrates exceptional
MSW-to-MCL conversion record (38 starts, 26% win rate). Turf experience in most recent start alongside
established dirt pedigree. Consistent stalking profile with willingness to rate off pace. Young horse (born
February 2023, just 3 years old) fits emerging improvement curve.

Concerns: Only two career starts total (lightly raced tier) creates form unpredictability. Recent MSW effort
on turf followed by dirt claiming placement represents surface change. Morning line (7-2, 22.2% implied)
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reflects moderate overlay but not exceptional value. Flat effort on 8/30/2025 MSW (DMR dirt 6.0f) where she
finished 8th suggests inconsistency.

Trip Projection: Godbless Her will rate off pace in stalker position, responding to pace flow and positioning
for late run if HOT pace scenario develops.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (★★)

SHE SPENDSALOT (Post 5) — 15-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: Speed horse with mixed recent form across multiple MCL attempts. She Spendsalot's record
shows frequent early positioning but repeated late tiring, reflecting consistent pace vulnerability. Career
record spans 5 starts with 0 wins and 1 place, indicating struggle to close out efforts.

Strengths: Recent work (10/3/2026, 5.0f in 103.40) shows fitness. Early speed position in field provides
potential tactical advantage if she can sustain. Slight trainer edge (McLean Bill: 41 MdnClm starts, 2% win
rate compensated by 180 sprint starts at 7% win rate).

Concerns: Career maiden without a win across 5 starts creates significant throwout flag per screening
protocol. Repeated late-tiring pattern indicates unsustainable pace vulnerability. Jockey Pereira (20%
current meet win rate, 4-23 in MdnClm starts) carries adequate form but unproven in this specific scenario.
Claiming price stable at $12,500 without improvement markers suggests connections have stopped trying to
develop this horse.

Trip Projection: She Spendsalot will establish early speed position but faces high probability of fading in
HOT pace scenario.

MELBA MONTGOMERY (Post 1) — 6-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: Moderate potential with recent competitive efforts but question-mark form trajectory. Melba
Montgomery shows mixed results across recent MCL attempts at LRC and DMR, with a career-low
placement on 8/16/2026 (DMR 5.5f MCL, finished 7th, 6.50 lengths beaten). Recent work (10/11/2026, 4.0f
in 47.40, ranked 9 in class) suggests adequate fitness.

Strengths: Eight career starts (moderately raced tier) provides baseline experience. Trainer Knapp Steve
carries reasonable MdnClm record (110 starts, 15% win rate, 1.09 ROI). Jockey Hernandez shows solid
current form (16.39% meet win rate, 4-26 in MdnClm).

Concerns: Form decline visible in recent efforts—2nd place finish on 6/20/2026 represented best effort,
followed by deteriorating results. No wins in 8 career starts establishes career maiden status with
wide-margin losses (16.8L on 7/30/2026). Turf experience on 5/29 and 5/16 followed by dirt struggles
suggests possible surface bias. Moderate class edge insufficient to overcome inconsistent finish pattern.

Trip Projection: Melba Montgomery will likely rate in mid-pack, benefiting or suffering based on early pace
flow.
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STYLISHLY BIG (Post 4) — 20-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: Limited upside with only 2 career starts (lightly raced tier). Stylishly Big shows closing profile
but lacks demonstrated finishing punch. 8/16/2026 MCL effort (DMR 5.5f) where she led but was "outkicked"
demonstrates speed capacity followed by stretch collapse.

Strengths: Equipment addition (blinkers) provides minor improvement signal. Recent competitive effort on
8/16/2026 (led into stretch before fading) shows willingness to engage. Trainer Valenzuela carries moderate
form.

Concerns: Career 0-2 record without a place finish creates significant concern. Repeated late-tiring pattern
on 9/7/2026 (3-deep, weakened) confirms closing vulnerability. Only two career MCL starts at $12,500 level
with zero success. Morning line 20-1 accurately reflects minimal winning probability. Lightly raced status
creates unpredictability but recent form offers no improvement markers.

Trip Projection: Stylishly Big will attempt to rally from closing position in HOT pace scenario, likely coming
up short in stretch.

STRONG PROOF (Post 6) — 30-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: The model flags Strong Proof as a severe THROWOUT candidate. She is a first-time starter
with extremely limited recent race experience (only 4 career MCL starts across 2023-2026, most recent
9/11/2026). The 8/20/2026 effort (DMR 8.0f MCL) produced catastrophic form collapse—she finished 8th,
beaten 38.25 lengths with a trip note of "Outside, drop back 2nd," indicating pace duel damage and severe
velocity loss. Career pattern across all four MCL starts shows consistent outside positioning and tiring
finishes.

Strengths: None significant. Trainer Stortz has 66 MdnClm starts with 8% win rate (0.94 ROI),
below-average credentials.

Concerns: THROWOUT FLAG — First-time starter with 4-career MCL starts producing only 0 wins, 0
places, 0 shows. 8/20/2026 effort was catastrophic (38.25L beaten). Repeated outside positioning across all
starts indicates tactical positioning problem. Career-best finish is 5th on 9/11/2026, still 14.35 lengths
beaten. Jockey Herrera shows minimal recent form (0-11 in sprint starts, 0-15 overall). This
repeated-drop-without-a-win pattern is the clearest "giving up" signal in the field.

Trip Projection: Strong Proof will struggle from outside post, likely finishing well back in field.

PALACE MISCHIEF (Post 7) — 30-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: Career maiden with 14 starts spanning 2024-2026 showing consistent lack of
competitiveness. Palace Mischief is classified as CAREER MAIDEN (11+ starts) with 0 wins across 14
starts, establishing clear floor of ability. Recent efforts show continued weakness—6/5/2026 MCL (8.0f,
finished 6th, 38.0L beaten with trip note "Mild bid 3-deep, tired"). Most recent MCL sprint effort (5/16/2026,
6.0f) produced 6th-place finish, 14.25L beaten.
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Strengths: Moderately raced status (14 career starts) provides experience baseline. Trainer Bautista Jorge
shows minor form on dirt/sprint though MCL record is minimal (33 starts, 3% win rate, 0.51 ROI).

Concerns: CAREER MAIDEN FLAG — 14 starts, 0 wins, 1 place finish (only show in places column). This
is the field's highest-mileage unsuccessful horse. Consistent outside-positioning pattern and late-tiring
profile across all starts. Repeated placement in 6th-8th positions indicates tactical and physical limitations.
Jockey Ortega shows minimal recent form and light experience (only 1 start in recent form data). Repeated
dead-heat competitive efforts (4-6 lengths beaten) without ever reaching winner's circle suggest career glass
ceiling.

Trip Projection: Palace Mischief will attempt stalking position but will fade in stretch with minimal threat to
field.

LONG LEGGED BABS (Post 2) — 30-1 Morning Line

PTW Profile: Career-limited performer showing extreme inconsistency and form deterioration. Long Legged
Babs is classified as CAREER MAIDEN (5 career starts) with a catastrophic recent effort on 8/2/2025 (DMR
5.5f MCL) where she "Refused" to race, returning to barn immediately. This is the single-worst "giving up"
signal available in any maiden claiming field.

Strengths: None significant. Recent 9/20/2026 MCL effort (LRC 6.0f, finished 6th, 16.75L beaten) shows
continued weakness.

Concerns: THROWOUT FLAG — 8/2/2025 refusal to race is the clearest signal of either physical
unsoundness or behavioral problems. Career 0-5 record without a place finish. Recent 9/20/2026 effort
shows no improvement from prior forms. Trainer Brinkerhoff (73 MdnClm starts, 12% win rate) carries
below-average credentials. Jockey Bautista shows minimal recent form (0-17 in MdnClm starts). The
refusal-to-race incident is a permanent red flag.

Trip Projection: Long Legged Babs will struggle to engage with field, likely finishing well back.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Blame the Track ELITE ELITE
Low — maintains
velocity gate-to-wire

Dancing Thru Fire STRONG STRONG
Moderate — competitive
sustained effort



8

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Godbless Her STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
pace maintenance

Melba Montgomery STRONG VULNERABLE
High — velocity collapse
in final furlongs

She Spendsalot STRONG VULNERABLE
High — speed duel
damage confirmed

Stylishly Big STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk elevated

Palace Mischief STRONG VULNERABLE
High — velocity declined
sharply

Long Legged Babs STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace
vulnerability pattern

Strong Proof VULNERABLE VULNERABLE
Very High — severe
deceleration

Sustained Speed Ratings

ELITE: Blame the Track demonstrates exceptional velocity maintenance across past performances.
Gate-to-wire speed profile with minimal deceleration confirms ELITE Sustained Speed Rating. No horse in
this field has matched this velocity consistency at the 5.5f distance.

STRONG: Dancing Thru Fire and Godbless Her both show moderate deceleration patterns with competitive
sustained effort across recent starts. Both maintain sufficient velocity through the stretch to remain factors in
HOT pace scenario.

VULNERABLE: She Spendsalot, Melba Montgomery, Stylishly Big, Palace Mischief, and Long Legged
Babs all demonstrate significant pace vulnerability with marked deceleration profiles. Speed duel damage at
projected :45¹ half-mile will expose these vulnerabilities in the final furlong.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Blame the Track as the field's fastest performer by velocity metrics with an ELITE
Sustained Speed Rating—zero deceleration vulnerability detected across recent form. This horse will
maintain elite gate-to-wire velocity while competitors collapse in the projected HOT pace scenario.
Conversely, the model projects critical pace collapse risk for She Spendsalot and Melba Montgomery—both
will be severely tested in the :45¹ half-mile duel and face high bounce probability in final sixteenth.
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SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

DANCING THRU FIRE — Second-career-start improvement signal. Her 9/19/2026 MCL debut
demonstrated early speed, competitive positioning through mid-stretch, and clear racing maturity.
Emergence of this profile on first MCL start represents highest-priority improvement candidate in field. Bullet
workout (10/3/2026, 1st-in-class 3.0f in 36.80) confirms readiness. Model projects further development in
second MCL start as horse gains experience.

GODBLESS HER — MSW→MCL class drop with elite trainer backing. O'Neill Doug: 26% win rate in
MSW-to-MCL transitions (38 starts). Surface versatility (recent turf MSW effort) combined with proven
stalking profile in quality maiden company creates pathway to improvement. Recent 9/26/2026 MSW effort
shows competitive form despite early bump. Young horse (age 3) fits natural improvement curve trajectory.

BLAME THE TRACK — Established MSW performer (proven across turf and dirt 6.0-6.5f) dropping into
MCL creates massive class relief. Trainer Callaghan: 33% MSW→MCL win rate (3 starts) with 6.73 ROI.
Jockey Rosario in championship form with 8-36 maiden claiming record (22.2%) at current meet. Predictable
improvement pathway in MCL setting.

Bounce / Regression Risks

MELBA MONTGOMERY — Form decline trajectory visible across recent starts. Best finish (2nd on
6/20/2026) now 4 races back followed by deteriorating results. Late-tiring pattern on 7/30/2026 (pace horse,
faded lane) confirms pace vulnerability. Turf experience on 5/29-5/16 followed by earth-bound dirt form
creates possible surface bias or form decline signal. Bounce risk elevated if recent form represents
career-best effort.

SHE SPENDSALOT — Career maiden (5 starts, 0 wins) with repeated late-tiring profile and VULNERABLE
Sustained Speed Rating. HOT pace scenario will expose pace duel damage significantly. Recent efforts
show consistent fading pattern—tiring on 10/11/2026 (off pace, tired), 7/31/2026 (led, tired), and 6/14/2026
(3-wide, weakened). Regression/bounce risk extremely high if asked to sustain pace in projected speed
duel.

STRONG PROOF & LONG LEGGED BABS — THROWOUT flagged. Both exhibit clear regression signals:
Strong Proof's 38.25L beating on 8/20/2026 represents catastrophic form collapse; Long Legged Babs's
8/2/2025 refusal-to-race indicates either physical or behavioral unsoundness. Bounce/regression risk
maximal. Both should be excluded from consideration.

PALACE MISCHIEF — Career maiden (14 starts, 0 wins) with zero velocity profile and consistent
outside-positioned losses. Glass ceiling apparent across 2+ years of competition. Minimal bounce risk
because horse hasn't established recent form momentum to decline from—she simply lacks competitive
capacity at this level.
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SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: BLAME THE TRACK — Confidence 9/10 — Target odds: 1/1 to 2/1

Model projects 42% win probability — highest in the field. The model identifies Blame the Track as the
dominant choice combining elite MSW class credentials, championship-caliber trainer (Callaghan Simon:
33% MSW→MCL, 6.73 ROI), and top-tier jockey form (Rosario: 15.87% current meet win rate, 8-36 in
maiden claiming). ELITE Sustained Speed Rating confirms zero velocity vulnerability—she will maintain
gate-to-wire pace while field competitors face severe deceleration testing in projected HOT pace scenario.
Class drop is massive; this represents a strategic MCL placement targeting a wire-to-wire or stalking victory
from the 6-5 morning line.

Value Assessment: NO VALUE (implied 45.5% vs. model 42%, -3.5% edge). Morning line has captured true
win probability accurately. However, model confidence in selection is extremely high due to technical
dominance.

VALUE PLAY: DANCING THRU FIRE — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 4/1 to 5/1

Model projects 16% win probability at 3-1 morning line (-9.0% edge, significant underlay). However, the
Maiden Claiming-Specific Screening identifies Dancing Thru Fire as the highest-priority
second-starter improvement candidate in the field. Her 9/19/2026 MCL debut produced
inside-positioned stalking profile with 2nd-best competitive finish. This represents the single strongest
improvement signal per screening protocol. Bullet workout (10/3/2026, ranked 1st in class) confirms
readiness. Model underweights second-starter development trajectory relative to recent competitive
evidence.

Despite being underlaid at morning line, the specific improvement signal and competitive last-out effort
create a tactical play opportunity if post-parade odds shift to 4/1 or higher, reflecting public pressure toward
Blame the Track.

LONGSHOT PLAY: GODBLESS HER — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 5/1 to 7/1

Model projects 18% win probability at 7-2 morning line (22.2% implied, -4.2% underlay). However, O'Neill
Doug's elite MSW→MCL conversion rate (26% win rate, 38 starts) combined with turf/dirt versatility
and recent competitive MSW effort creates genuine overlay potential if market overvalues Blame the
Track dominance. Godbless Her represents secondary class-drop opportunity with proven trainer
expertise. If public chases Dancing Thru Fire and She Spendsalot as speed threats, Godbless Her could
drift to 5/1+ odds, creating legitimate overlay window.

Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3:

A: BLAME THE TRACK — 42% (Model Win %)

B: DANCING THRU FIRE — 16% (Model Win %)

C: GODBLESS HER — 18% (Model Win %)
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Combined Projected Probability: 76%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★★

The model projects a dominant victory pathway for Blame the Track based on ELITE Sustained Speed
Rating, massive class edge (MSW→MCL drop), and championship-tier credentials (trainer 33% MSW-MCL
conversion; jockey 22.2% maiden claiming rate). The projected HOT pace scenario will severely test all
competing speed horses, particularly She Spendsalot and Melba Montgomery, whose VULNERABLE
Sustained Speed Ratings guarantee late-race collapse. Dancing Thru Fire's second-starter improvement
signal and Godbless Her's elite trainer conversion rate represent the only meaningful secondary threats.
Public overvalues Dancing Thru Fire at 3-1 odds (-9.0% edge) while undervaluing the technical dominance
Blame the Track will display over the 5.5f distance. This race features one clear winner and significant value
exploit opportunity in correcting morning line miscalibration.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.
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