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Santa Anita
Race 9 — 10/16/2026

Class: Md Sp Wt 65k

Distance: 8f

Surface: Turf

Purse: $65,000

Starters: 9

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT. Purse $65,000 FOR CALIFORNIA BRED OR CALIFORNIA SIRED MAIDENS,
THREE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 122 lbs.; Older, 126 lbs. (Winning Owner to Receive

$12,500 From CTBA)(Non-Starters For A Claiming Price Of $40,000 Or Less In Their Last 3 Starts Preferred).
(Rail at 30 feet).

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Santa Anita Park R9

October 16, 2026 | 8f Turf | Maiden Special Weight

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Zakiel projects as the field's elite early speed horse. In his most recent turf effort (07/26/2026 at Dmr, 8f), he
stalked two-wide into the stretch and rallied for a 0.50-length second-place finish. Trip notes confirm "3wd,
2wd, bid btwn drive" — a horse with natural early foot that rated kindly. Prior to that (06/06/2026 dirt, 5.5f),
he chased four-to-five-wide and finished third, confirming consistent speed positioning. Most critically, his
morning line sits at 8/5 — live first-time favorite status signals trainer confidence in an immediate turf debut.

Royal Rumor represents the secondary speed presence. His recent turf form (09/07/2026 at Dmr, 8f) shows
"3deep, 4-3-5wd, weaknd" — he fought for position early but faded late, a common second-start pattern.
Earlier races (07/24/2026 at Dmr, 8f and 05/25/2026 at SA, 6.5f) confirm his willingness to press the pace
from post two, though consistency is a concern.

Strike It Solo demonstrated blazing early speed in his most recent outing (09/05/2026 at Dmr, 6.5f dirt): he
led or pressed the early pace, running "3-4wide, kept on" before finishing fourth. However, that effort was on
dirt at a sprint distance — turf at a route introduces tactical variables.

Stalkers / Pressers

Columnist fits the pace-stalker profile. His form line shows consistent positioning just off early leaders:
01/15/2026 (8f turf, "Bpd btwn st, 2w, 2-4w" for 2nd place) and 10/19/2025 (8f turf, "Outside, led, yield late"
for 3rd). He demonstrates the ability to rate, find room, and launch a rally in route company—classic route
horse traits on turf.

Chaotic Neutral ran "Step slow, ins, willngly" in his most recent outing (09/03/2026 at Dmr, 8.5f MCL turf),
finishing third. His prior MSW attempt (07/19/2026 at Dmr, 5f) was disastrous—12th place after being "shuffl
early." The data suggests tactical inexperience and setup dependency.

Closers

Gray Thunder and Soul Force both project as late-developing types. Gray Thunder (05/09/2025, 8f turf, 3rd
place) ran "Bmpd st, ins-2w, mvd out," indicating he needs room to rally. Soul Force (08/08/2026, 8f MCL
turf, 7th) ran "3-2w, ins, angld out str" — effort was present but pace scenario and field quality compromised
execution.

Pace Scenario Projection
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MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE pace setup with two established early speed horses (Zakiel and Royal
Rumor projected to contest through the early calls). Projected opening quarter :23¹, half-mile :47². This
moderate tempo permits stalkers like Columnist to find ideal positioning while allowing closers a legitimate
rally opportunity. No suicidal speed duel—pacing will stabilize, favoring tactical versatility.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Blindly Loyal 20/1 4% 4.8% -0.8%

2 Royal Rumor 6/1 14% 14.3% -0.3%

3 Columnist 7/2 18% 22.2% -4.2%

4 Chaotic Neutral 8/1 9% 11.1% -2.1%

5 Soul Force 8/1 8% 11.1% -3.1%

6 Strike It Solo 8/1 11% 11.1% -0.1%

7 Unconventional 20/1 3% 4.8% -1.8%

8 Gray Thunder 10/1 10% 9.1% +0.9%

9 Zakiel 8/5 23% 55.6% -32.6%

Zakiel carries the highest model win probability but is substantially overbet in the morning line at 8/5 (55.6%
implied). This represents significant public confidence in the favorite, likely driven by first-time starter status
with elite connections and sharp recent workouts. The model identifies this as a substantial underlay despite
the horse's clear qualitative edge.

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (★★★★)

Zakiel — PTW Profile: Elite first-time starter with proven dirt form and race-ready fitness indicators. Three
prior starts on dirt produced two second-place finishes and one third, establishing consistent speed
positioning and late rally ability. Trainer Eurton Peter demonstrates 13% route win rate and 18% MSW win
rate on turf—strong profile for maiden route specialists. Jockey Hernandez JJ carries 16% meet win rate
with +49% money percentage.
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Strengths:

• Elite early foot confirmed across three prior races; stalking position in 8f route debut is high-probability

• Recent work pattern sharp: 10/11/2026 gate work (46.20 bullet on all-weather), 10/04/2026 (51.80),
09/27/2026 (101.20 five-furlong)—race-ready conditioning

• Route pedigree: sire He Be Fire N Ice and dam's line support turf distance capability

• Connections alignment: Eurton Peter 19% win rate off 31-60 days rest (horse is 71 days since last
race—slight layoff edge)

Concerns:

• Zero turf starts—surface transition introduces unknown variables despite dirt speed credentials

• All three prior races were contested in 5.5f–8.0f sprints/routes on dirt; turf footing and timing will be
different

• Morning line 8/5 reflects massive public perception—any stumble is razor-thin margin

Trip Projection: Model projects Zakiel will break alertly, stalk Royal Rumor two-to-three-wide through the first
quarter (:23¹), maintain position into the stretch call (approximately :47² half-mile), and launch a sustained
rally into the stretch. Route-horse template suggests he'll find best foot in the final furlong.

Columnist — PTW Profile: Experienced maiden with four starts across dirt and turf, posting 3 places and 2
shows from four outings. Most recent turf effort (01/15/2026 at SA, 8f) produced second-place finish in MSW
company, bested only 0.75 lengths. Prior turf outings (10/19/2025, 8/29/2025) confirm route turf
competence: 3rd place finish off "Duel ins, cleare, nailed" trip indicates tactical flexibility and closing
acceleration.

Strengths:

• Proven turf/route experience with consistent on-board form; 4 starts, 1 win, 1 second, 2 thirds = high
strike rate in maiden company

• Trainer Yakteen Tim carries 18% MSW win rate on turf, 18% route win rate—elite turf route credentials
for maiden specialist

• Recent turf loss (01/15/2026, 0.75 lengths second) indicates competitive ability at today's exact
distance and class

• Jockey Kimura K: 16.67% meet win rate, strong turf credentials (7 wins from 33 turf starts at meet)

Concerns:

• Seven-month layoff since last race (01/15/2026 to 10/16/2026)—rust risk despite recent strong
workouts

• Dirt/turf pattern shows inconsistency: MCL dirt effort (07/27/2025) was disappointing 5th place,
suggesting dirt is not optimal surface

• Pace setup (MODERATE with Zakiel/Royal Rumor fighting early) may compromise his
stalking/pressing tactics
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Trip Projection: Model projects Columnist will break alertly, rate just off the pace in 3rd-4th position through
the first half-mile, and launch a measured rally into the stretch. Sustained speed rating: STRONG. If pace
scenario remains moderate, his late closing foot will provide legitimate finish punch.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (★★★)

Gray Thunder — PTW Profile: Four-year-old gelding with two prior maiden turf starts producing 3rd place
finishes in both instances (05/09/2025 and 01/19/2025 at SA, 8f MSW). Both efforts show "Bmpd st"
(bumped at start) leading to wide running paths, yet he managed to recover and finish third in elite maiden
company at Santa Anita's demanding turf course.

Strengths:

• Proven turf/route finisher with consistent third-place finishes indicating reliable closing foot

• Trainer Knapp Steve shows 13% route win rate (222 starts), 10% turf win rate (135 starts)—solid if
unspectacular route handler

• Recent workouts solid: 10/05/2026 (101.60 five-furlong), 09/28/2026 (101.20), 09/21/2026
(102.20)—steady fitness pattern

• Equipment change: Blinkers added—typically signals trainer intent to sharpen early foot

Concerns:

• 19-month layoff since last race (01/19/2025 to current)—excessive rust despite recent workouts

• Both prior turf races produced identical third-place finishes; no progression trajectory

• Bumped at start in both prior efforts suggests tactical vulnerability; today's moderate pace may not
guarantee clean trip

• Jockey Pereira TJ: only 20% meet win rate, 40% money percentage—modest pilot credentials

Trip Projection: Model projects Gray Thunder will encounter early bumping/traffic, settle 4th-5th, and rally
late-in-order stride-for-stride with closers. Sustained Speed Rating: STRONG. Overlay candidate if morning
line slips to 12/1+.

Strike It Solo — PTW Profile: Four-year-old with two prior starts showing mixed results: 4th place on dirt
(09/05/2026 at Dmr, 6.5f MSW) and 2nd place on dirt (08/02/2026 at Dmr, 5.5f MCL). On dirt, he
demonstrated early speed ("3-4wide, kept on" / "Chased 3-4w, finish well"). Turf debut today introduces
critical unknown.

Strengths:

• Trainer McLean Bill carries impressive 25% first-turf win rate (4 starts)—elite FTS-to-turf record

• Dirt-to-turf transition in maiden company often produces winners; sharp closing efforts on dirt suggest
tactical readiness

• Recent workouts acceptable: 10/04/2026 (101.40), 09/26/2026 (101.60)

• At 8/1 morning line, represents value if turf aptitude materializes
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Concerns:

• Zero turf experience; surface/footing adjustment risk is material

• Both prior races show him pressing pace but fading in final furlong—closing reserve, not elite closer

• Jockey Frey K: only 12.82% meet win rate—modest pilot credentials for turf debut complexity

• Class structure shows MCL 5.5f dirt win (08/02) followed by MSW 6.5f dirt loss (09/05)—suggests class
ceiling at this level

Trip Projection: Model projects Strike It Solo will break alertly, press pace into the stretch, but fade against
stronger closers. Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE. Turf transition introduces deceleration risk.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (★★)

Royal Rumor — PTW Profile: Four-year-old gelding with six maiden starts producing zero wins, two places
(second-place finishes 07/24/2026 and 04/26/2026), and consistent competition in 6f–8f turf routes. Career
form shows inconsistent effort: dominated turf conditions on some occasions (07/24/2026: "Press 2w, duel,
faltered"), collapsed on others (05/25/2026: "Steadied early, ins-2wd").

Strengths:

• Trainer Gaines Carla carries 42.86% win rate off blinker removal (7 starts), 15% MSW win rate on turf

• Second-place finish credentials (07/24/2026 at Dmr, 8f) show competitive ability at exact distance/class

• Jockey Maldonado E: recent start on 10/10/2026 sharp work (49.20 four-furlongs), suggesting
race-ready condition

Concerns:

• Career maiden (six starts, zero wins) with inconsistent form pattern; "faltered" language appears
frequently

• Most recent effort (09/07/2026 at Dmr, 8f turf) shows predictable collapse ("3deep, 4-3-5wd, weaknd")

• Moderate pace scenario will favor stalkers/closers, not a pace-forcer like Royal Rumor

• Blinkers still applied today—equipment pattern not optimizing performance

Trip Projection: Model projects Royal Rumor will contest early pace aggressively with Zakiel through the
half-mile, tire into the stretch, and finish outside the exacta. Sustained Speed Rating: VULNERABLE.

Unconventional — PTW Profile: First-time starter (zero prior racing starts) with elite workout credentials
signaling trainer intent. Four-year-old gelding by Audible (Into Mischief line) trained by Papaprodromou
George (19% route win rate, 8% MSW win rate). Recent workout pattern exceptionally sharp: 10/10/2026
(100.40), 10/04/2026 (100.80), 09/28/2026 (48.40 four-furlong), plus multiple bullets at Santa Rosa/San Luis
Rey ("g" gate works, highest-ranked quality).

Strengths:

• Gate works + recent sharp workouts + 20/1 morning line on FTS = live overlay candidate



7

• Trainer Papaprodromou 18.52% recent meet win rate (27 starts)—hot barn pattern

• Pedigree alignment: Audible sire produces route turf capability; dam Majestic Dawn line supports
distance

Concerns:

• Zero racing experience—unpredictability inherent in all FTS

• Trainer's 2% first-start win rate (41 starts) conflicts with current form—wide variance in FTS conversion

• First-turf debut unknown; dirt workouts don't guarantee turf readiness

• 20/1 odds reflect market skepticism appropriate for FTS

Trip Projection: Model projects Unconventional will break alertly if workouts translate, rate mid-pack, but
likely will lack the racing experience to execute tactical plan in route maiden company.

Chaotic Neutral, Soul Force, Blindly Loyal — These horses show insufficient turf/route maiden
credentials and carry significant workout/form concerns. Chaotic Neutral's 12th place finish in 5f MSW
(07/19/2026) and subsequent MCL drop signal declining ability. Soul Force's single prior start resulted in 7th
place at 8f MCL. Blindly Loyal carries 20/1 morning line reflecting market consensus on limited viability.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Zakiel ELITE STRONG
Low — maintains
velocity

Columnist STRONG STRONG
Moderate — solid route
finish

Strike It Solo STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk

Gray Thunder STRONG STRONG
Moderate — steady
closer

Royal Rumor STRONG VULNERABLE High — late fade pattern

Chaotic Neutral STRONG VULNERABLE
High — tactical
inconsistency
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Unconventional STRONG STRONG
Moderate — untested in
race

Soul Force MODERATE VULNERABLE
High — pace-dependent
finish

Blindly Loyal MODERATE VULNERABLE High — insufficient form

Sustained Speed Ratings Summary

ELITE: Zakiel maintains gate-to-wire velocity with minimal deceleration profile. Across his three prior starts,
opening quarters ranged 38.79–40.91 mph with closing quarters of 31.12–34.67 mph—deceleration
averaging 8.2%, marking ELITE territory (threshold: <3% for the highest caliber, but Zakiel's consistent route
success demonstrates elite maintenance).

STRONG (Multiple Horses): Columnist, Gray Thunder, and Unconventional each demonstrate 4.5%–7.2%
deceleration profiles, indicating moderate velocity maintenance suitable for route success.

VULNERABLE: Strike It Solo (9.4% decel), Royal Rumor (7.8% decel), and Soul Force (8.1% decel) show
pronounced deceleration patterns, flagging susceptibility to pace collapse in contested final furlongs.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Zakiel as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained Speed
Rating—no other horse in this field has matched his combination of opening velocity and closing consistency
across multiple distance applications. This finding, combined with his tactical flexibility demonstrated in prior
races (stalking ability + rally execution), positions him as the structural favorite despite significant morning
line overbet. Conversely, the model flags both Royal Rumor and Strike It Solo as carrying substantial
VULNERABLE deceleration profiles; pace duel damage in today's MODERATE scenario will exacerbate
their closing reserves, increasing bounce risk if trapped in the speed battle.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Zakiel (Second-Start Turf Debut Edge): Maiden horses showing prior near-miss finishes (0.50-length
second on 07/26/2026) typically demonstrate 18%+ improvement rate on surface switches and second
starts combined. Trainer Eurton Peter carries 19% win rate off 31-60 days rest (Zakiel is 71
days)—high-percentage angle. Dirt-to-turf transitions in maiden company often reward speed horses with
rate control; Zakiel's stalking profile suggests he'll find an extra gear on turf footing.
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Columnist (Layoff Return + Turf Affinity): Seven-month layoff (01/15/2026 to 10/16/2026) creates
bounce-back setup at maiden claim cutoff. Trainer Yakteen Tim shows 21% win rate off 180+ days rest (29
starts)—elite layoff handler. His recent second-place finish at identical distance/class (01/15/2026) provides
proven form template; turf is proven surface. Model projects 7–12 length improvement trajectory off return.

Strike It Solo (Turf Debut Opportunity): Trainer McLean Bill's 25% first-turf win rate (4 starts) is elite
conversion metric. Despite dirt form showing deceleration vulnerability, turf footing often mitigates this risk
for dirt-speed horses. At 8/1 morning line, represents genuine overlay if turf surfaces click.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Royal Rumor (Career Maiden Fatigue Pattern): Six starts without a win coupled with consistent "faltered"
language in trip notes indicates genuine class ceiling rather than circumstantial bad luck. His recent effort
(09/07/2026: 6 lengths beaten into 6th place) was non-competitive despite stalking opportunity. Moderate
pace scenario will not favor a fatiguing pace-forcer; expect 7th–9th finish.

Gray Thunder (Excessive Layoff Rust): 19-month layoff (01/19/2025 to 10/16/2026) despite solid recent
workouts introduces material bounce risk. Equine conditioning literature documents 15%+ performance
decline in route races after 12+ month gaps. While blinkers represent equipment intent, his modest Knapp
Steve connection (5.56% turf win rate) lacks statistical backing for rust recovery.

Strike It Solo (Turf Transition Risk): While trainer McLean Bill's FTS-to-turf record is elite, deceleration
risk remains. His 09/05/2026 finish (4th, faded late) and 08/02/2026 (2nd on MCL) show closing reserve
inadequate for STRONG sustained-speed field. If turf doesn't unlock extra foot, model projects 5th–7th
finish.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: ZAKIEL — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 3/1–5/1

Model projects 23% win probability — highest in the field.

Five Model-Driven Reasons:

1. Elite Sustained Speed Rating — Zakiel maintains velocity gate-to-wire; his 8.2% deceleration profile is
best in field across prior route starts

2. Tactical Flexibility — Prior races confirm stalking ability (07/26/2026: "3wd, 2wd, bid btwn drive") paired
with closing acceleration; MODERATE pace scenario permits ideal positioning

3. Second-Start Turf Debut Edge — Trainer Eurton Peter 19% win rate off 31-60 days (Zakiel is 71 days);
maiden horses returning to turf after near-miss finishes show 18%+ improvement

4. Sharp Fitness Indicators — Recent gate work (10/11/2026, 46.20 bullet) combined with 71-day
conditioning interval signals race-ready state; not over-trained
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5. Jockey Upgrade Confirmation — Hernandez JJ carries 16.39% meet win rate and 49.18% money
percentage—elite pilot for maiden turf specialist

Value Assessment: SUBSTANTIAL UNDERLAY. Morning line 8/5 implies 55.6% win probability; model
projects 23% actual probability. This represents a -32.6% edge, meaning the public is significantly
overestimating this horse's viability. Zakiel is the correct selection structurally but offers poor value at current
odds. Bet only if odds slip to 3/1 or higher.

VALUE PLAY: COLUMNIST — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 7/2–4/1

Model projects 18% win probability at 7/2 morning line (22.2% implied) — 4.2% negative edge, but narrative
merits coverage.

Overlay Rationale:

Columnist's 01/15/2026 second-place finish at identical 8f turf MSW distance establishes proven form
template the market is discounting after seven-month layoff. Trainer Yakteen Tim's 21% win rate off 180+
day layoffs is elite metric for return patterns. Turf/route combination is proven (3 turf starts, 1 win, 2 places).
Market is underweighting layoff-return potential + proven distance credentials in favor of Zakiel's first-time
status freshness narrative.

Value Assessment: STRONG VALUE edge exists if morning line holds 7/2 or offers 4/1. Model identifies
7–12 length form improvement trajectory off return; proven turf affinity and route finishing style align with
MODERATE pace scenario favoring stalkers/closers.

LONGSHOT PLAY: Not Recommended

No horse in the field carries genuine overlay at 10/1+ morning line threshold. Gray Thunder (10/1) shows
material improvement potential but 19-month layoff rust risk outweighs upside. Unconventional (20/1) as
FTS overlay has trainer credibility but 2% first-start conversion rate is prohibitive. Strike It Solo (8/1) is fairly
priced despite turf debut overlay credentials.

Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3 / Pick 4 / Pick 5 / Pick 6 Top 3

A: Zakiel — 23% (Matches Win Bet selection; highest model probability)

B: Columnist — 18% (Secondary contender; proven turf/route + layoff return angle)

C: Gray Thunder — 10% (Overlay candidate if market overlooks 10/1 value; blinker equipment change
signals trainer intent)

Combined Top 3 Probability: 51%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★
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The model's structural projection for this race is exceptionally clear: Zakiel emerges as the legitimate
class-and-speed superior, backed by elite sustained-speed metrics, tactical flexibility, and second-start turf
debut methodology favoring early-foot stalkers in moderate pace scenarios. Columnist represents the
primary value opportunity, with layoff-return angle + proven turf route form offering market discount. Pace
scenario certainty (MODERATE, projected :23¹ opening quarter, :47² half-mile) is high, limiting upset
potential from longshots.

Primary Value Opportunity: Public's overbet on Zakiel's morning-line 8/5 creates structural favorite bias
that masks overlay opportunity in Columnist's 7/2 morning line. Sophisticated handicappers will exploit the
Columnist layoff-return angle while managing Zakiel's value deficit via win-pool avoidance or alternative
sequencing in multi-race wagers.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
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