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Santa Anita
Race 5 — 10/03/2026

Class: Md Sp Wt 65k
Distance: 6f
Surface: Dirt

Purse: $65,000

Starters: 9

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT. Purse $65,000 FOR CALIFORNIA BRED OR CALIFORNIA SIRED MAIDENS,
TWO YEARS OLD. Weight, 122 Ibs. (Winning Owner to Receive $12,500 From CTBA).
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Santa Anita Park R5
Friday, October 03, 2026 | 6f Dirt | Maiden Special Weight

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Angel's Ember emerges as the field's elite speed horse. In her sole prior start (08/16/2026, 6f MSW), she
broke sharply and controlled the pace from the gate, leading at the 2f call and again at the 4f call before
yielding late. The model projects her to be first or second into the opening quarter again today with early
command likely. D's Four Thumbs Up also carries early foot — he rated fourth at the 2f call in his debut
(09/06/2026, 5.5f) and stayed competitive four lengths off the pace at the half-mile call before running into a
dead-heat second. Smokem Thirsty, another debutante from the same race, ran eighth early but quickly
moved into the pack (third at the 4f call).

Morning Glass is a second-start runner with documented early speed issues — he broke poorly and
struggled early in his debut (09/06/2026, 5.5f), finishing tenth at the first call. Not a front-runner candidate.

Stalkers / Pressers

Empire of Ash shows tactical versatility. In his most recent start (09/07/2026, 6f STK), he rated sixth early
but moved aggressively into contention in the stretch, finishing fourth. Two races prior (08/16/2026, 6f
MSW), he broke poorly and checked early but finished fourth. He's a four-furlong tracker with late-running
capability.

Olympian Thirst presents a middle-distance profile — he's run multiple times at varying distances (4.5f to 6f)
and consistently rates between third and sixth early, positioning himself for a late rally.

Closers

High Hull Gill, a first-time starter on dirt (turf runner from 08/30/2026, 5f), will need to overcome a surface
switch, but the data suggests closing tendency. His lone prior race was on turf where he pressed three-deep
and weakened — likely a closer by design.

Love Doctor, another first-time dirt starter (ran MCL on 08/21/2026, 5.5f), broke green and was angled out
late, finishing fifth. Limited data, but trajectory suggests late-running potential.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace with Angel's Ember (elite speed) likely pressing or battling with D's
Four Thumbs Up and Smokem Thirsty — projected :222 opening quarter, :45! half-mile. The contest for early
control will apply moderate pressure to the speed horses; pace-stalkers (Empire of Ash, Olympian Thirst)
and closers will benefit from this setup, though velocity damage will be moderate, not severe.
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SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Morning Glass 10% 14.3% -4.3%

2 Angel's Ember  6-5 26% 45.5% -19.5%
Smok

3 mokem 12-1 12% 7.7% +4.3%
Thirsty

4 Empire of Ash 8-1 16% 11.1% +4.9%
D's Four

5 7-2 18% 22.2% -4.2%
Thumbs Up

6 Love Doctor 8-1 6% 11.1% -5.1%

7 Fully Favorable  30-1 4% 3.2% +0.8%
Olympian

8 ! 30-1 5% 3.2% +1.8%
Thirst

9 High Hull Gill 12-1 7% 7.7% -0.7%

Total Model Win % = 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS
Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (0OOO)
Angel's Ember — Hernandez J J / Garcia Antonio C

PTW Profile: Elite early-speed mare with proven pace control in her only prior start. The model identifies her
as the morning-line favorite for strong reason — she demonstrated gate-to-wire capability and finish
fortitude, holding third despite yielding late. Trainer Garcia shows 11% MSW win rate (98 starts) and 11%
dirt win rate (184 starts) with positive ROI on both surfaces. Jockey Hernandez is meeting-hot at 23.5% (17
starts) with +64.71% money return — elite form rider.

Strengths: Blazing early foot demonstrated in debut; elite speed profile confirmed by model metrics; top-tier
trainer and jockey combination; favorable pace setup (HOT pace will see her leading or pressing); distance
proven at exactly 6f; second-start runner showing early speed often bounces positively.
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Concerns: Yielded to closure in her debut (finished third despite leading), suggesting potential ceiling or
early tire. No demonstrated ability to wire a field at this distance yet. Morning line suggests heavy public
support — potential overlay candidates elsewhere in the field.

Trip Projection: Expects to break alertly, lead or press for the first half-mile, and face late pressure from
closers. Will need to hold on against a HOT pace scenario.

D's Four Thumbs Up — Desormeaux K J / Ordonez Aggie

PTW Profile: Second-start runner who validated debutante progress in his sole prior outing (09/06/2026,
5.5f MSW). Broke well in fourth position, drifted out to sixth by the half-mile, then rallied willingly into a
dead-heat second — the model identifies him as an unlucky maiden who ran into a pace-beneficiary setup.
Trainer Ordonez shows 19% MSW win rate (21 starts) — strong specialist record. Jockey Desormeaux's
10-day form is non-existent (0 starts), but his year-to-date is solid (7.7% win rate, 52 YTD starts, +42%
money return). Elite workhorse pedigree — Dads Caps out of a Malibu Moon dam suggests classic distance
and stamina foundation.

Strengths: Superior second-start improvement angle — unlucky maiden with fast-closing effort in debut;
strong MSW-specialist trainer with positive ROI; proven on dirt at sprint distances; gap-closer profile fits
HOT pace scenario; dead-heat second in debut suggests only inches away from breakthrough.

Concerns: Sire line (Discreet Cat / Malibu Moon) may favor longer distances as he matures; one-start
sample size limited; drew wide in first start, then drifted out further — position luck not favorable but effort
was genuine.

Trip Projection: Expects to breakout midpack, track the pace three-to-four wide, and utilize strong finishing
drive in the final sixteenth. HOT pace setup is ideal for late closers like this profile.

Empire of Ash — Maldonado E / Papaprodromou George

PTW Profile: Experienced two-race runner with mixed MSW + stakes exposure. Most recent effort
(09/07/2026, 6f STK) was aggressive and positive — moved from sixth early to fourth at finish, passing tired
rivals. Prior MSW outing (08/16/2026, 6f) was compromised early (stepped slow, was checked), but still
managed fourth. The model identifies him as a likely-to-improve candidate stepping back to MSW after
stakes exposure — a massive class drop that typically yields 15%+ improvement angle. Trainer
Papaprodromou shows 22% dirt win rate (344 starts) and 14% sprint win rate (360 starts) — experienced
pro with track record. Jockey Maldonado is in +60% money form this meet (5 starts, 1 win).

Strengths: Class drop from stakes back to MSW (massive advantage); demonstrated aggressive
middle-distance ability (moved four lengths in stakes race); both races at exact 6f distance proven; trainer
experienced in sprint/dirt; blinkers first-time today (equipment change often triggers improvements in
maidens); last-out effort showed willingness to pass tiring rivals.

Concerns: No MSW wins in two prior attempts — 0-for-2 in maiden company despite recent stakes venture.
Career maiden status requires confirmation. Checked early in prior MSW start suggests position-dependent
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running style — pace setup matters heauvily.

Trip Projection: Expects to break near middle, rate fifth-to-seventh through the half-mile, then accelerate
three-to-four-wide into the lane. Blinkers today may enhance focus and straightness.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (JO0)
Smokem Thirsty — Pereira T J / Knapp Steve

PTW Profile: Debutante with strong pedigree (Stay Thirsty sire — noted sprinter/router with dual-surface
success) and excellent trainer credentials. Knapp shows 18% MSW win rate (56 starts) with strong dirt
record (14% sprint win rate, 490 starts). The model identifies moderate value at 12-1 given his debutante
status and positive trainer pattern — second-start runners in maiden company are typically
highest-percentage angles after the debut.

Strengths: Explosive sprint sire (Stay Thirsty) with documented distance affinity; Knapp specialist trainer
with 15% two-year-old record (60 starts); workout pattern solid (two HG bullets in August); HOT pace setup
means he won't be left flat-footed early.

Concerns: First start = highest variability in any field. Zero demonstrated racetrack ability. Will be making
his debut in a relatively competitive maiden field. Trainer's 2YO record is strong but his specific MSW record
(18% from 56 starts) is solid but not elite.

Trip Projection: Expects to break alertly in middle position, find racing room in the HOT pace, and close
into contention if early speed clears out.

Olympian Thirst — Bautista A L / Farias Adan

PTW Profile: Experienced five-race maiden with improving form line across his last three starts. Most recent
run (09/19/2026, 5.5f MSW) shows third-place finish beaten only 11 lengths — improving closer. Two prior
runs (08/16/2026 & 07/18/2026) show consistent four-to-five-place finishes. The model identifies him as a
likely-to-improve candidate with solid pedigree (Stay Thirsty sire, same as Smokem Thirsty) and consistent
middle-distance profile. Trainer Farias shows 6% sprint win rate (90 starts) and 5% MSW win rate (21 starts)
— below-average but improving horse suggestions strong effort.

Strengths: Improving form line — three straight races show progressive finishes; consistent 5f-6f distance
profile; Stay Thirsty pedigree; last-out third-place finish is highest mark of career; second-start concept (off
layoff mid-September into today is 14 days) often triggers improvement.

Concerns: Career maiden through five starts with zero wins — classified as a career maiden requiring
significant improvement to break through. Trainer's MSW record (5%) is weak; Bautista is non-factor jockey
(0% form this meet). Field today is stronger than most prior fields he's faced.

Trip Projection: Expects to rate fourth-to-sixth early, close three-to-four-wide in the stretch, and need clear
running room in final furlong to improve his position.
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Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (O0O)
Morning Glass — Kimura K / Freeman Edward R

PTW Profile: First-time starter with mixed credentials. Trainer Freeman shows excellent sprint record (26%
win rate, 57 starts) and 27% dirt win rate (52 starts) — elite specialist. However, his 10% MSW record (29
starts) is below average. Jockey Kimura is well-formed this meet (22% win rate, 18 starts, +50% money
return). The model rates him as a dark horse with marginal angle.

Strengths: First-time starter in a MSW field with trainer who specializes in sprints/dirt; elite jockey form this
meet; most recent workout (09/22/2026, 4f at SLR) was bullet-fast — race-ready indicator.

Concerns: Broke poorly in his debut (tenth at 2f call, 09/06/2026), finished sixth and was clearly beaten
despite decent closing effort. Failed to translate trainer credentials into success. Career 0-for-1 in maiden
company.

Trip Projection: Expects to break mid-pack, track the pace, and rely on late closing effort. HOT pace may
leave him without a clear lane.

Love Doctor — Baze T C / McCarthy Sean

PTW Profile: First-time dirt starter transitioning from MCL grass race (08/21/2026, 5.5f MCL turf) where he
finished fifth, green and angled out late. Trainer McCarthy shows 7% MSW win rate (59 starts) —
below-average record. Jockey Baze is cool this meet (14.3% form, 7 starts). The model rates him as a
speed-dependent closer likely to need better position setup than today's HOT pace provides.

Strengths: Surface switch to dirt often unlocks ability; Baze veteran rider; most recent workout shows
consistent drilling (101.0s, 09/27/2026).

Concerns: Only raced on turf prior; McCarthy trainer is weak in MSW company; finished fifth on grass,
suggesting limited competitive standard; first dirt start = high variability.

Trip Projection: Will need to break alertly, track the HOT pace, and close in final sixteenth. Turf background
may translate favorably to dirt, but unproven.

Fully Favorable — Leparoux J R / Thomas Jamey

PTW Profile: First-time starter with weak trainer pedigree. Thomas shows 0% MSW win rate (8 starts), 0%
two-year-old record (8 starts, all 0-for), and 6% overall dirt win rate (93 starts). Leparoux is minimal form
jockey (20% record, 5 starts). The model rates this horse as a longshot play only if significant odds overlay
materializes.

Strengths: Bodexpress sire (sprinter) shows pedigree fitness for 6f; moderate workout pattern (consistent 5f
drilling suggests some fitness).

Concerns: Trainer is non-winner with 2YO runners; zero pedigree advantage; unproven in maiden
company; jockey minimal form.




Trip Projection: Expects to break middle, track pace, and close if field slows dramatically. Unlikely
contender.
High Hull Gill — Herrera C / Alvarez Edwin G

PTW Profile: First-time dirt starter, turf runner from 08/30/2026 (5f MSW turf, 8th place, 5.8 lengths beaten).
Trainer Alvarez shows weak MSW record (unable to be calculated from data, but shows 6% sprint record,
192 starts, and 4% two-year-old record). Jockey Herrera is non-factor (0% this meet, 5 starts). The model
rates him as a depth play only.

Strengths: Sire affinity unclear without pedigree detail, but Mo Forza carries sprint pedigree. Workout
pattern shows recent bullets (36.0s, 35.0s in mid-August suggest sharpness).

Concerns: Turf runner switching to dirt (unproven surface). Eighth-place finish on turf suggests limited
competitive standard. Trainer weak on 2YO maiden runners. Jockey non-factor form.

Trip Projection: Expects to break middle, track the pace, and struggle to rally on unfamiliar dirt surface.
Long shot.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Moderate — solid

Angel's Ember ELITE STRONG . .
velocity maintenance
Low — exceptional

D's Four Thumbs Up STRONG ELITE - p
finishing profile
Moderate —

Empire of Ash ELITE STRONG
pace-dependent runner
Low — bal

Smokem Thirsty STRONG STRONG ow — balanced speed
profile

. . Moderate — consistent

Olympian Thirst STRONG STRONG

effort
: High — pace collapse
Morning Glass STRONG VULNERABLE

risk
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Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

High — significant

Love Doctor STRONG VULNERABLE .
deceleration
High — surface-switch
High Hull Gill STRONG VULNERABLE =2 !
vulnerability
High — closing
Fully Favorable STRONG VULNERABLE .
vulnerability

Sustained Speed Ratings

Angel's Ember — STRONG: Model detects solid velocity maintenance across her entire debut race.
Opening speed was elite, closing speed remained competitive. Deceleration minimal. No bouncing concern.

D's Four Thumbs Up — ELITE: The model identifies exceptional sustained-speed profile in his debut.
Despite rating fourth early and drifting out, his velocity from the 4f call to finish was the field's best.
Deceleration virtually nil — elite closer profile.

Empire of Ash — STRONG: Model projects solid-to-strong sustained speed in both prior races. Most recent
stakes effort shows strong velocity maintenance despite aggressive pace pressure. Deceleration moderate.

Smokem Thirsty — STRONG: Model detects balanced speed profile across his debut — neither explosive
nor fading. Consistent effort throughout.

Olympian Thirst — STRONG: Model identifies consistent velocity profile across five races. No collapse risk
evident. Solid closer's profile.

Morning Glass — VULNERABLE: Model projects significant velocity collapse in his debut. Opening speed
decent, but closing speed dropped sharply — deceleration severe. Bounce risk present.

Love Doctor — VULNERABLE: Model detects significant deceleration in his turf race. Closing effort
minimal. Dirt surface may help, but profile is vulnerable.

High Hull Gill — VULNERABLE: Turf race shows moderate velocity decay and surface uncertainty. Dirt
switch compounds vulnerability.

Fully Favorable — VULNERABLE: First-time starter with no racing data; profile assigned based on
pedigree and trainer patterns, but inherent risk is elevated.
Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies D's Four Thumbs Up as holding the field's lowest deceleration percentage and
strongest finishing profile by a significant margin. His elite closing velocity in his debut run, combined with
ELITE sustained-speed rating, positions him as the speed-neutral selection capable of winning from any
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pace scenario. Conversely, Morning Glass and Love Doctor show severe velocity collapse patterns —
these horses are vulnerable to pace duel exposure and bounce risk.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

1. Empire of Ash (Tier 1) — Class drop from stakes back to MSW is massive angle; both prior races
compromised by pace/early position issues; blinkers first-time today typically trigger significant improvement
in maidens; last-out effort showed aggressive willingness to pass rivals.

2. D's Four Thumbs Up (Tier 1) — Second-start runner with unlucky-maiden profile (dead-heat second in
debut where he closed powerfully); improving form trajectory; trainer specialist (19% MSW) with strong ROI;
HOT pace setup is ideal for late closers.

3. Smokem Thirsty (Tier 2) — Second-start angle with elite trainer credentials (18% MSW, 15%
two-year-old record); pedigree fitness (Stay Thirsty sprint/route sire); recent bullet workouts indicate
race-ready fitness; debutante form patterns favor rapid improvement.

4. Olympian Thirst (Tier 2) — Improving form line across last three races (third-place finish most recent);
consistent distance profile; Stay Thirsty pedigree; 14-day layoff period often unlocks advancement in
maidens.

Bounce / Regression Risks

1. Angel's Ember (Tier 1) — While elite early-speed mare, her debut showed late yielding despite leading
— potential ceiling at this distance. Morning line implies 45.5% probability vs. model's 26% — severely
overbet by public. Heavy public support and favorite status increases bust risk. If early speed is contested,
velocity collapse similar to Morning Glass profile could emerge.

2. Morning Glass (Tier 3) — VULNERABLE Sustained Speed Rating confirmed bounce risk. Broke poorly
in debut (tenth at 2f), finished sixth — suggests poor break and early positioning issues unresolved. Third
start in career already (shows fourth race is one loss ago), indicating consistent maiden struggles. High
deceleration profile predicts further regression.

3. High Hull Gill (Tier 3) — Turf-to-dirt surface switch is high-risk transition for first-time dirt starter. Finished
eighth on turf suggesting weak competitive level; unproven on dirt; trainer weak on 2YO development.
Surface vulnerability and competitive level suggest regression risk.

4. Love Doctor (Tier 3) — VULNERABLE profile with turf background. Finished fifth on grass with green
effort; trainer weak in MSW company (7% record); turf-to-dirt switch unproven; jockey non-factor form.
Multiple regression triggers.
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SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: D's Four Thumbs Up — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 3-1to 5-1

Model projects 18% win probability — highest in the field. The model identifies him as the rare speed-neutral
selection capable of dominating from any pace scenario due to his ELITE Sustained Speed Rating and
exceptional closing velocity demonstrated in his debut. Second-start runner angle is one of the
highest-percentage improvements in maiden racing (unlucky dead-heat second suggests only inches away
from breakthrough). Trainer Ordonez 19% MSW specialist (21 starts) provides edge. HOT pace scenario
today is ideal setup for his gap-closing profile — early speed will tire, leaving him fresh for a devastating rally
in the final sixteenth.

Value Assessment: STRONG VALUE — Morning line 7/2 (22.2% implied) vs. model 18% shows slight
underlay, but the combination of elite speed profile + second-start improvement angle + pace-scenario fit
provides exceptional overlay potential if odds extend to 3-1 or higher at post time.

VALUE PLAY: Empire of Ash — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 4-1to 6-1

Model projects 16% win probability at 8-1 morning line (11.1% implied) = +4.9% edge. The model identifies
massive value in the class drop from stakes back to MSW — horses stepping down in class after stakes
exposure typically show 15%-+ improvement. Both prior MSW races were compromised by early
position/pace issues; blinkers first-time today often unlock significant advancement in maidens. Last-out
stakes effort showed aggressive finishing drive (moved four lengths, passed tiring rivals), confirming latent
ability. Trainer Papaprodromou experienced pro (22% dirt record, 344 starts) with positive track record.

Value Assessment: STRONG VALUE — Morning line represents genuine overlay; pace-dependent runner
benefits from HOT pace scenario; class drop is legitimate angles.
LONGSHOT PLAY: Smokem Thirsty — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 10-1+

Model projects 12% win probability at 12-1 morning line (7.7% implied) = +4.3% edge. Second-start angle is
superior to many debutantes; trainer Knapp 18% MSW specialist with strong ROI; pedigree (Stay Thirsty) is
elite sprint fit; recent bullet workouts confirm race-ready fitness. If odds extend to 15-1 or higher, genuine
longshot overlay exists.

MULTI-RACE SEQUENCES — Top 3 (Pick 3/ Pick 4/ Pick 5/ Pick 6)

A: D's Four Thumbs Up — 18% (Win Bet selection)

B: Empire of Ash — 16%

C: Angel's Ember — 26%

Combined Probability (A+B+C): 60%

10
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SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

dO0Od (4 of 5 stars)

The model projects D's Four Thumbs Up as the race's highest-probability winner with elite closing velocity
and a second-start improvement angle that is among the highest-percentage plays in maiden racing. The
HOT pace scenario (projected :222 quarter, :45! half) sets up ideally for his gap-closing profile — early
speed horses will wage war, leaving him fresh for a devastating final sixteenth. Critical public mistake:
Angel's Ember is severely overbet at 6-5, implying 45.5% win probability when the model projects only 26%.
This is a 19.5% negative edge — the public is overvaluing her early speed and forgetting that two quality
closers (D's Four Thumbs Up, Empire of Ash) are positioned to feast on the HOT pace setup. Empire of
Ash's class drop from stakes is a legitimate angles-based angle delivering genuine +4.9% value. The race is
highly confident in its pace projection and tier-one contender analysis, with moderate uncertainty only
around debutante variability (Smokem Thirsty, Fully Favorable, High Hull Gill).

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model's framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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