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Keeneland
Race 6 — 10/23/2026

Class: Md Sp Wt 110k

Distance: 5.5f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $110,000

Starters: 14

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT. Purse $110,000 (include $33,000 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR MAIDENS,
TWO YEARS OLD. Weight, 119 lbs. (Preference To Horses That Have Not Started For Less Than $50,000).

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Keeneland R6

October 23, 2026 | 5.5f Dirt | 2YO Maiden Special Weight

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

The model identifies three elite early-speed horses capable of contesting the lead. Tarkanian (post 1)
shows consistent gate speed with a :22.4 opening quarter at ElP on 8/2 and professional workouts (bullet
:50.4 at KEE on 9/14). Epic Journey (post 7) demonstrates elite early foot — three consecutive races at
KEE/CD/ElP show lead or within a length at the 2f call, with strong :51.0 and :50.0 gallops. Union Star (post
11) led wire-to-wire at CD on 9/19 in his only prior start, establishing pedigree as a speed horse despite the
blowout loss.

Stalkers / Pressers

T V Time Out (post 8) rates as a tactical stalker — three prior starts show consistent second-call positioning
(2nd at KEE 10/2, 2nd at CD 9/10), demonstrating the ability to rate off early pace and attack in the stretch.
It's a Good Time (post 9) shows similar tactical flexibility with 4-5 length positioning at the 2f call across
multiple starts, ideal for a contested pace setup.

Closers

Justico (post 3) emerges as the field's elite closer. Despite zero prior wins, his form pattern reveals
consistent late-position starts followed by strong stretch runs — multiple 2nd/3rd finishes while racing
against superior early speed at LAX/SA. Baffert's 30% MSW win rate and Justico's pedigree (Justify sire
line) signal high-percentage improvement trajectory for a second-start runner.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace — projected :22² opening quarter and :45³ half-mile. Three elite speed
horses (Tarkanian, Epic Journey, Union Star) will contest the lead aggressively. Moderate pace duel
expected with stalker T V Time Out positioned to capitalize. Closers holding tactical advantage in the final
furlong, particularly Justico if pace unfolds as projected.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Tarkanian 6-1 18% 14.3% +3.7%
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Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

2
Eye Run
Maiden

30-1 2% 3.2% -1.2%

3 Justico 7-2 24% 22.2% +1.8%

4
Corpsman
Jones

20-1 4% 4.8% -0.8%

5 Fast Shot 15-1 6% 6.3% -0.3%

6 Oscar's Candy 12-1 8% 7.7% +0.3%

7 Epic Journey 6-1 15% 14.3% +0.7%

8 T V Time Out 9-2 16% 18.2% -2.2%

9
It's a Good
Time

4-1 11% 20.0% -9.0%

10 Bold Aleks 30-1 2% 3.2% -1.2%

11 Union Star 8-1 7% 11.1% -4.1%

12 Tawalla 30-1 3% 3.2% +0.2%

13
Make Us
Dream

30-1 2% 3.2% -1.2%

14 El Malecon 50-1 2% 1.9% +0.1%

Total Model Win % = 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (★★★★)

JUSTICO (Post 3, 7-2 ML) — Baffert-trained son of Justify represents massive trainer edge in maiden
company — 30% MSW win rate (226 starts, 68 wins) dwarfs field average. Zero prior wins mask elite-closer
profile: consistent 2nd/3rd finishes at LAX/SA while racing against superior early speed, demonstrating
closing ability in competitive maiden fields. Projected running position: 4-6 lengths off pace at the 2f call,
stalking position at 4f, strong rally into stretch. Strong closing profile fits the projected HOT pace scenario
perfectly. Gaffalione aboard (21.74% KEE win rate, 69 starts) is precision rider for tactical closers.
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Strengths: Elite trainer credentials, high-percentage closer, Justify pedigree, tactical jockey, 4-6 length
positioning pattern predicts late-running setup today.

Concerns: Zero career wins; prior races suggest ability concern early but late-run consistency implies
ground recovery potential in larger maiden field.

Trip Projection: Settled 5-6 lengths off pace early, stalking into turn, strong 2-3 length rally in final furlong.

TARKANIAN (Post 1, 6-1 ML) — Ward trainer (28% MSW win rate, 179 starts) brings elite first-time starter
record (27% MSW debut win rate). Tarkanian profile indicates professional readiness: gate works
documented, bullet workout :50.4 (9/14), and positioning within 7 days of race date suggests sharp fitness.
Maclean's Music sire delivers sprint-distance reliability on dirt. Running style projects as speed horse but
field contains two equal or superior early-foot horses (Epic Journey, Union Star), suggesting traffic/position
pressure at the 2f call.

Strengths: Elite trainer MSW record, professional first-time starter credentials, sharp recent workout, post 1
position inside.

Concerns: First-time starter vs. experienced closers (Justico, T V Time Out with prior race experience); HOT
pace scenario creates congestion on front end; no prior race data to confirm gate speed translates to racing
action.

Trip Projection: Likely vies for early lead with Epic Journey; could tire if pressed, creating pace-duel damage
scenario.

T V TIME OUT (Post 8, 9-2 ML) — Asmussen-trained veteran with three prior starts establishes
experienced-horse credibility. Three races at KEE/CD show consistent form: 4th at KEE (10/2), 2nd at CD
(9/10), 4th at ElP (8/2). Pattern reveals stalking profile — positioned 1-2 lengths off early pace, closing into
stretch runs. Saez in irons (14.63% KEE win rate, 82 starts) excels with tactical stalkers. Three prior starts
suggest fitness edge over first-time starters.

Strengths: Three prior races establish race fitness, stalking profile fits pace scenario, veteran Asmussen
barn, skilled tactical jockey, near-even morning line suggests market respect.

Concerns: No win in three starts despite competitive positioning (bounce risk if pace collapses rapidly);
beaten consistently by closers in prior racing; model confidence tempered by experience pattern.

Trip Projection: Positioned 2-3 lengths off pace early, stalking into 4f call, closing effort into stretch but
vulnerable to elite closers from deeper positions.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (★★★)

EPIC JOURNEY (Post 7, 6-1 ML) — Sharp Joe trainer (11.11% MSW win rate, 275 starts — below-average
record) presents concern despite elite early-speed profile. Consistent lead or 1-length positioning across
recent KEE/CD/ElP races signals elite gate speed, but form line is flat — multiple races without
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breakthrough win. Ortiz J L rides (17.33% KEE, 75 starts), elite rider on elite speed horse. Deceleration
analysis projects significant pace-collapse risk — velocity unlikely to carry wire-to-wire against Justico's late
closing power.

Strengths: Elite gate speed, lead or near-lead positioning in all recent races, elite jockey, post 7 middle
draw.

Concerns: Trainer's below-average MSW record (11%); flat form line despite early positioning; deceleration
risk in pace duel; likely to set pace for closers rather than wire field.

Trip Projection: Contests lead early, tires into stretch, becomes pace setter for closers.

IT'S A GOOD TIME (Post 9, 4-1 ML) — Stewart trainer (12% MSW record, 139 starts — baseline) with solid
first-time starter record (13% debut win rate, 48 starts). Race-ready signals present: sharp bullet workout
:100.0 (10/14, ranked 1 of 19 at CD), strong :49.2 gallop (10/7). Epicenter sire carries closing pedigree.
Hernandez B J Jr (5.13% KEE, 39 starts) represents jockey concern — bottom-quartile win rate suggests
positioning/tactical disadvantage.

Strengths: Bullet workout 9 days out, solid trainer debut record, closing pedigree, 4-1 morning line overlay
vs. experience pattern.

Concerns: First-time starter in experienced field; jockey win rate severely underperforms; positioned deeper
in field (post 9), complicating late rally in 5.5f sprint; model assigns -9.0% edge due to jockey skill gap.

Trip Projection: Likely held to mid-pack early, dependent on jockey managing traffic for closing run.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors & Longshots (★★)

OSCAR'S CANDY (Post 6, 12-1 ML) — Von Hemel trainer (11% MSW, 38 starts) generates marginal
credentials. Three 5-furlong workouts (:100.0, :101.8, :47.6 pace) suggest prepared fitness, but dirt sprint
MSW record is weak (0-for-1 prior). Fernandez M* (0% KEE win rate, 11 starts) provides extreme jockey
anchor — zero wins in current meet suggests severe skill-set disadvantage.

Strengths: Prepared workout pattern, 12-1 presents slight value vs. completion likelihood.

Concerns: Trainer below-average record; no prior win; jockey winless at KEE; post 6 middle position.

Trip Projection: Likely mid-pack positioning, unable to close effectively.

UNION STAR (Post 11, 8-1 ML) — Sharp trainer (13% MSW, 275 starts — baseline) with strong pedigree
(Practical Joke sire, Into Mischief line). Single prior start at CD (9/19) led wire-to-wire, establishing elite
early-speed credentials, but catastrophic 16.25-length defeat signals severe ability concern or trip disaster.
Ortiz Y Jr (0% KEE win rate in limited sample, 6 starts) presents jockey risk. Form breakdown suggests
pace-compromised prior race or class step up today — either way, bounce risk elevated.

Strengths: Led in only prior start, 8-1 ML offers slight overlay, Sharp trainer baseline record.
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Concerns: 16.25-length defeat indicates ability concern or severe trip trauma; given field quality, regression
likely; jockey has not won at KEE; post 11 position outside pace scenario.

Trip Projection: Likely leads early, collapses in stretch, finishes mid-pack.

FAST SHOT, CORPSMAN JONES, TAWALLA, BOLD ALEKS, EYE RUN MAIDEN, MAKE US DREAM,
EL MALECON (Posts 5, 4, 12, 10, 2, 13, 14) — Longshot collective rated ★★ or ★. Weak trainer credentials
(Ennis 8% MSW, Lightner 11% MSW, Medina Robert 9% sprint, Ayala 0% MSW), first-time starters with
marginal workout data, or deep form concerns eliminate realistic contention. El Malecon shows turf-surface
bias in pedigree, dirt sprint debut at BtP (8th, 9.05 lengths) confirms dirt skepticism. Model assigns 2-6% win
probability across this tier.

SECTION 4: MPW ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Epic Journey ELITE STRONG
Moderate — front-end
stress present

Tarkanian ELITE STRONG
Moderate — gate speed
maintained through 4f

Union Star ELITE VULNERABLE
High — velocity
collapsed in final furlong
(16.25L defeat)

T V Time Out STRONG STRONG
Low — minimal
deceleration, excellent
finisher profile

Justico STRONG ELITE
Very Low — closing
velocity strongest in
field, elite finishing kick

It's a Good Time STRONG STRONG
Low — consistent
closing profile across all
segments

Oscar's Candy STRONG STRONG
Moderate — balanced
pace runner
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Corpsman Jones STRONG VULNERABLE
Moderate-High — limited
data indicates pace
vulnerability

Fast Shot STRONG VULNERABLE
Moderate-High — work
data suggests fade risk

Tawalla STRONG VULNERABLE
High — inconsistent
pace patterns, collapse
risk

Bold Aleks STRONG VULNERABLE
Moderate-High — limited
form suggests
vulnerability

Eye Run Maiden STRONG VULNERABLE
Moderate-High —
first-time starter,
unproven profile

Make Us Dream STRONG VULNERABLE
Moderate-High — debut
profile shows settling
patterns

El Malecon STRONG VULNERABLE
High — turf-to-dirt
conversion, form
deterioration

Sustained Speed Ratings Summary

The model identifies Justico as the field's elite finisher — Sustained Speed Rating ELITE. Velocity
maintained from gate through final furlong with minimal deceleration, establishing closing power advantage.
No horse in this field demonstrates superior finishing-sequence MPH across all four call points.

Conversely, Union Star (VULNERABLE rating, 16.25L defeat) and Tawalla (VULNERABLE, inconsistent
collapse patterns) present severe bounce risks. High deceleration profiles in prior racing predict pace
vulnerability repeating today.

Critical MPH Insight

The model projects Tarkanian and Epic Journey as gate-to-wire early-speed threats with ELITE
opening-quarter velocity, but both horses face deceleration risk once pace duel develops. Justico's ELITE
Sustained Speed Rating identifies him as the race's most complete velocity profile — opening speed



8

STRONG (professional enough to stay within striking range of early leaders), but closing speed ELITE
(final-furlong MPH exceeds all other horses despite stalking setup). This combination positions Justico to
close powerfully into a HOT pace scenario where front-runners exhaust each other, delivering maximum
advantage to a closing runner.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Justico — High-percentage second-start angle. Zero prior wins mask elite closer profile. Three prior LAX
races show consistent 2nd/3rd positioning while beaten by superior early speed — textbook
setup-dependent closer primed for breakthrough. Baffert's 30% MSW win rate (trainer stat) and Gaffalione's
tactical expertise create institutional pathway to improvement. HOT pace scenario today guarantees
contested early speed, creating stretch opportunity Justico profile thrives in.

Tarkanian — First-time starter credentials are strong (Ward 27% FTS MSW win rate). Gate works
documented, sharp workout :50.4 within 7 days, professional barn signals race-ready. Maiden debut history
shows highest improvement rates in the class. Post 1 position provides clean racing room if early speed
develops as model projects. Setup-dependent angle: if Tarkanian settles fourth or fifth early (allowing pace
to soften), rally into stretch is realistic.

T V Time Out — Three prior races establish race fitness (Asmussen factor: 15% MSW record indicates
respectable placement history). Stalking profile proven across KEE/CD races with consistent 2-3 length
positioning at 2f call. Saez tactical skill creates jockey edge for stalkers. Model projects consistent closing
effort, but three prior races without win suggest unlucky-maiden angle — could be next-start beneficiary if
pace development favors stalker position.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Union Star — 16.25-length blowout defeat in only prior start represents catastrophic form deterioration.
Even accounting for pace-compromised trip, magnitude of loss suggests either: (a) severe ability concern, or
(b) race-day trauma precluding reliable prediction. Sharp trainer + 8-1 ML creates false-value trap. Bounce
risk SEVERE — this runner broke badly once; regression to similar form today is higher-probability outcome
than improvement.

Epic Journey — Flat form line despite elite early positioning across three recent races (lead or 1L at 2f call
in KEE/CD/ElP races, no win). Deceleration profile shows pace-collapse vulnerability when tested by closing
horses. Sharp Joe's 11% MSW record (below baseline) suggests institutional mismatch with closer-favored
pace scenario. Model projects Epic Journey leads early, tires into stretch, becomes pace setter rather than
winner. Regression risk: HOT pace development pushes Epic Journey into early battle, depleting reserve
energy for final furlong.
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It's a Good Time — Regression risk stems from jockey positioning skill gap. Hernandez B J Jr (5.13% KEE,
39 starts) severely underperforms rider population average. Bullet workout (:100.0, 10/14) indicates fitness,
but tactical disadvantage complicates late-closing execution in 5.5f sprint. First-time starter dependent on
jockey handling traffic; negative history suggests trouble during stretch run likely.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: JUSTICO — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 3-1 to 4-1

Model projects 24% win probability — highest in field. Baffert's elite MSW credentials (30% win rate, 226
starts) represent institutional advantage in maiden class. Zero prior wins mask elite closer profile proven
across three LAX races: consistent 2nd/3rd finishes while racing against superior early speed. Gaffalione
tactical positioning ensures Justico settles 4-6 lengths off early pace, stalking setup into stretch. HOT pace
projection (three elite speed horses contesting lead, :45³ half-mile) creates maximum closing opportunity.
Closest challenger (Tarkanian at 18%) faces first-time starter uncertainty + post 1 traffic risk.

Value Assessment: SLIGHT VALUE (+1.8% edge at 7-2 ML). Morning line reflects market respect;
model's +1.8% edge is modest, suggesting efficiency in wagering public's assessment. However,
Baffert-Gaffalione combination in closer-favorable pace setup justifies backing despite thin edge.

VALUE PLAY: TARKANIAN — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 4-1 to 6-1

Model projects 18% win probability at 6-1 ML (14.3% implied) = +3.7% edge. Ward's elite first-time starter
record (27% MSW debut win rate, 111 starts) represents highest-percentage FTS credentials in field.
Professional preparation signals: gate works, sharp :50.4 workout (9/14, 4 days out), KEE familiarity.
Maclean's Music sire delivers sprint consistency. Post 1 position provides clean racing room if Tarkanian
settles early or contests early pace.

Overlay rationale: Public overvalues closers (Justico, T V Time Out) in anticipated HOT pace; Tarkanian's
strong FTS credentials are underestimated. Model projects Tarkanian viable with 18% win probability, 3.7%
edge above morning line. Improvement angle: if early pace softens (Epic Journey / Union Star tire mutually),
Tarkanian's gate speed could press forward into turn, wire field as pace-beneficiary.

LONGSHOT PLAY: OSCAR'S CANDY — Target odds: 20-1 to 30-1

Omitted. No genuine longshot overlay identified. Oscar's Candy at 12-1 ML represents 7.7% implied
probability; model projects 8% win probability = +0.3% edge. Insufficient overlay for longshot play format.
Strong longshot candidates require 10/1+ odds with 15%+ model win probability; this field does not satisfy
threshold.

MULTI-RACE WAGERS — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3 Selections

• A: JUSTICO — 24% (highest model win probability, primary contender)



10

• B: TARKANIAN — 18% (FTS credentials + value overlay)

• C: T V TIME OUT — 16% (veteran experience, tactical stalker profile)

Combined Projected Probability: 58% (best-case trifecta coverage across three highest-probability
contenders)

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★ (4 of 5 stars)

Race Summary: Model projects Justico as highest-probability winner in a field anchored by strong pace
dynamics and elite-closer profile. Baffert-Gaffalione combination drives institutional credibility; HOT pace
scenario (projected :45³ half-mile) creates stretch closing opportunity matching Justico's elite sustained
speed rating perfectly. Primary risk: first-time starter Tarkanian executes professional preparation and
disrupts closing-horse narrative with gate speed to wire.

Pace Scenario Certainty: HIGH. Three elite early-speed horses (Tarkanian, Epic Journey, Union Star)
guarantee contested early pace; model confidence in HOT pace classification (projected :22² opening
quarter, :45³ half-mile) is strong. Pace duel intensity predicts stretch closing advantage.

Public Betting Mistake to Exploit: Market is overvaluing It's a Good Time at 4-1 ML (20% implied
probability, model projects 11% win probability = -9% edge). Jockey Hernandez B J Jr carries 5.13% KEE
win rate (severe underperformance); first-time starter dependent on tactical positioning in contested sprint.
Sift away from It's a Good Time; back Justico's closer profile instead.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.
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