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Keeneland
Race 1 — 10/21/2026

Class: Md 75000

Distance: 6f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $65,000

Claiming Price: $75,000

Starters: 9

MAIDEN CLAIMING. Purse $65,000 (include $21,500 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR MAIDENS, TWO
YEARS OLD. Weight, 119 lbs. Claiming Price $75,000.

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Keeneland R1

October 21, 2026 | 6f Dirt | 2-Year-Old Maiden Claiming $75,000

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

The model identifies three horses with elite early speed credentials. Black Jacket Crazy (Post 1) projects
as the field's most aggressive early actor — trained by Asmussen with a 19% maiden claiming win rate and
demonstrating sharp recent works at Keeneland and Elsinore Park, including a bullet three-furlong breeze
on 10/16. Midnight Burst (Post 7) showed brief early leadership in his sole prior start (6/19 at Parkmoor,
5.0f MSW), leading into the second call before tiring. Night Knight (Post 8) broke well off the turf at
Keeneland on 9/9 in an MSW route, showing early foot before weakening late.

Stalkers / Pressers

Pop and Locke (Post 3) rates as the primary pressure horse — Vekoma colt with blinkers on, trainer Walsh
demonstrates 24% MSW-to-MCL conversion win rate. One prior start (9/5 KD turf, 7.0f MSW) saw him save
ground before failing to rally. Flanker (Post 9) has zero recorded starts but shows consistent works; Norm
Casse demonstrates 29% maiden claiming win rate with solid sprint form (17% on dirt sprints).

Closers

Ghost Wish (Post 5) presents the elite late-pace profile — FIRST-TIME STARTER with exceptional workout
pattern (multiple bullets, including a 49.80 breeze on 8/5), trainer Von Hemel Donnie K has 10% maiden
claiming win rate but this horse's consistent speed works suggest natural improvement trajectory. Nickyb
(Post 4) is another FTS, Romans Dale trainer shows 18% maiden claiming win rate and 22% sprint win rate
— strong foundational patterns.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE early pace — projected :23¹ opening quarter, :45² half-mile. Black Jacket
Crazy and Pop and Locke will contest the lead with moderate pressure; neither projects as truly suicidal
early speed. The field lacks a third genuine speed threat, creating a balanced setup where pace-stalkers
and strong finishers both hold tactical advantage. Closers will have reasonable setup room without pace
duel damage.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX
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Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1
Black Jacket
Crazy

3-1 19% 25.0% -6.0%

2 Magical Mikel 5-2 22% 28.6% -6.6%

3 Pop and Locke 9-2 18% 18.2% -0.2%

4 Nickyb 6-1 16% 14.3% +1.7%

5 Ghost Wish 20-1 12% 4.8% +7.2%

6 Mandalay 20-1 8% 4.8% +3.2%

7 Midnight Burst 20-1 2% 4.8% -2.8%

8 Night Knight 6-1 2% 14.3% -12.3%

9 Flanker 8-1 1% 11.1% -10.1%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS ★★★★

Magical Mikel (Post 2, 5-2 ML)

PTW Profile: Ortiz Jr. mount trained by McPeek, this McKinzie colt shows three career starts with zero
wins—a persistent maiden. However, the model identifies critical improving signals: trainer shows 17%
MSW-to-MCL win rate with +1.20 ROI, and this dropping-to-claiming represents a classic finder spot.
Blinkers ON today after previous runs without—equipment upgrade is intentional targeting. Last three races
show late-race weakness pattern (finished 10th at 8.5f turf in July, 4th at 6.5f dirt in August, 10th at 8.5f dirt
in October), but distance drop to 6f today plus blinkers plus claiming claim environment create natural
improvement curve.

Strengths: Trainer McPeek 21% win rate at 2YO; MSW-to-MCL transition shows connections are
deliberately stepping down; blinkers ON first time; distance contraction to 6f suits recent form pattern; Ortiz
Jr. is a top-tier rider at Keeneland (19.75% win rate, 54% money percentage).

Concerns: Model discounts Magical Mikel's repeated failures in MSW company despite three
starts—0-for-3 record suggests he's been overmatched at higher class. Latest race (10/4 at Keeneland, 8.5f
MSW) was a brutal 28.75-length beaten-lengths finish, indicating severe class gap. Deceleration analysis
flags pace collapse vulnerability in final furlong across all three prior races.
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Trip Projection: Expect Magical Mikel to race midpack, 4-5 lengths behind early speed. Will attempt to rally
late from 5-6 path but sustained speed vulnerability means closing effort will lack elite finish velocity.

Nickyb (Post 4, 6-1 ML)

PTW Profile: FIRST-TIME STARTER, Epicenter colt trained by Dale Romans. This is the single
highest-priority improvement candidate in the field per Maiden Claiming Screening Directive B — zero prior
races creates clean slate for natural debut improvement. Romans demonstrates elite foundational metrics:
27% win rate at 2YO maiden claiming level, 22% sprint win rate, 18% overall maiden claiming win rate.
Consistent workout pattern at Churchill Downs shows steady 48-50 second four-furlong works—no bullets
but professional training presence.

Strengths: Connections demonstrate strong maiden claiming intent (Romans is a proven 2YO sprint
specialist); Epicenter sire pedigree suggests natural early speed; Hernandez Jr. riding (5.13% win rate today
at KEE but showing +35.9% money), suggesting trainer-rider familiarity; FTS advantage — all else equal,
first-time starters outperform experience expectancy in maiden claiming.

Concerns: Zero prior race experience means trip depends on track conditions and post position luck. No
speed works recorded above average range, so early position will likely develop reactively rather than by
design. Romans' 1st Start win rate is only 4% (46 starts, 2 wins)—trainer does NOT specialize in FTS
debuts, somewhat undercutting the FTS advantage signal.

Trip Projection: Nickyb will likely settle midpack early, learning the experience. If breaking alertly, could be
3-4 lengths behind early speed. Late acceleration will reflect typical FTS pattern — some responsiveness
but not elite finishing geometry.

Ghost Wish (Post 5, 20-1 ML)

PTW Profile: FIRST-TIME STARTER, Midshipman colt with the field's most impressive workout portfolio —
multiple bullets including 49.80 on 8/5 (ranked 1st), 50.40 on 7/30 (ranked 10th), consistent professional
training pattern under Von Hemel. This horse screams natural improvement candidate — every recorded
breeze shows competitive velocity for a 2YO. Claiming price drop today (all listed at $75K claiming)
suggests Von Hemel is launching this prospect with targeted confidence. Espinoza riding (0% meet win rate
today but 12% YTD, experienced rider).

Strengths: Elite workout pattern is the single most predictive input for FTS maiden claiming performance;
consistent sub-50 second four-furlong works demonstrate serious speed foundation; trainer Von Hemel
shows 10% maiden claiming win rate; Espinoza gives tactical flexibility; 20-1 morning line pricing creates
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE at model's 12% win projection (+7.2% edge).

Concerns: Zero race experience; trainer Von Hemel 0% first-time starter win rate (14 starts, zero wins) —
this FTS has NOT broken maiden in debut historically, representing a material headwind. Ghost Wish is the
youngest horse in the field by birth month (February 2024 vs. March-May for field average), potentially
creating physical maturity gap.



5

Trip Projection: Early position will reflect post 5 tracking — likely 2-3 lengths behind leaders mid-race. Elite
workout velocity suggests strong closing drive if tactical position permits, but first-race inexperience may
delay response to rider cues.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS ★★★

Pop and Locke (Post 3, 9-2 ML)

PTW Profile: Vekoma colt with one prior start (9/5 KD turf, 7.0f MSW) finishing 8th, 5.05 lengths beaten in
field of 8. Trainer Walsh Brendan P is elite at maiden claiming level (24% MSW-to-MCL win rate with +1.36
ROI), signaling this drop is intentional targeting. Blinkers ON (equipment upgrade suggesting trainer
confidence). Surface switch from turf to dirt, distance contraction from 7.0f to 6f, plus drop to claiming all
align with finder-spot pattern.

Strengths: Trainer Walsh is proven at MSW-to-MCL transitions; blinkers represent equipment upgrade;
turf-to-dirt surface change often unlocks speed; Gaffalione riding (21.74% sprint win rate at KEE today,
+11.70 avg payoff).

Concerns: Only one prior race, finished middle of pack without serious rally (8th at 5.05 lengths). Turf run
showed he saved ground but couldn't accelerate when asked—potential pacing vulnerability or
class-dependent form. Model discounts sustained speed rating as VULNERABLE based on available data
pattern.

Trip Projection: Gaffalione will position Pop and Locke just off early speed (2-3 lengths back), tracking
pressure horse role. Late rally will reflect trainer's intent but prior form suggests moderate closing power
only.

Mandalay (Post 6, 20-1 ML)

PTW Profile: Sir Winston colt, MODERATELY RACED with two prior starts, both losses. First race 9/9 KD
turf (8.0f MSW) finished 8th, 5.05 lengths beaten. Second race 8/23 ElP turf (5.5f MOC — Maiden Only
Claiming!) finished 4th, 9.50 lengths beaten. Trainer Briley Lonnie shows 14% MSW-to-MCL win rate, 12%
overall maiden claiming rate — moderate foundational metrics. Equipment: no reported blinkers, no
significant gear changes.

Strengths: Two races = moderate experience, reducing debut variance; 8/23 MOC race at ElP
demonstrates trainer's willingness to target claiming levels; turf background suggests versatility; Concepcion
riding (7.32% win rate KEE today, minimal edge but capable).

Concerns: Model FLAGGED as potential THROWOUT — repeated
dropped-through-maiden-claiming-levels pattern without win. Lost by 9.50 lengths in MOC claiming race,
then returned to open MSW 17 days later, suggesting trainer cycling through claiming prices downward
without success. This repeated-drop-without-a-win pattern indicates trainer has "given up" on earning in
open company. Deceleration profile VULNERABLE across both races, indicating pace collapse risk.
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Trip Projection: Mandalay will settle midpack, passive running pattern. Minimal closing threat expected.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS / LONGSHOTS ★★

Black Jacket Crazy (Post 1, 3-1 ML)

PTW Profile: FIRST-TIME STARTER, By My Standards colt trained by Asmussen Steven M (19% maiden
claiming win rate, 20.93% meet win rate). Elite pedigree and trainer resume. Five recorded works over three
weeks show professional preparation — no bullets but consistent training progression. Ortiz J L riding
(17.33% win rate KEE today).

Strengths: Asmussen is one of the elite maiden claiming trainers in America; FTS with strong trainer
foundation; early speed early form suggests tactically aggressive placement today; post 1 gives natural
inside tracking advantage for early position.

Concerns: Model projects Black Jacket Crazy as underlay at 3-1 morning line. Despite elite trainer
credentials, FTS status and current market pricing (-6.0% edge, underlay) suggest public is overestimating
this horse's probability. Workout pattern shows NO bullets — consistent but unexceptional preparation vs.
peer group.

Trip Projection: Will break alertly from post 1, establish early lead or press Black Jacket Crazy. Elite early
foot is likely, but sustained speed sustainability remains uncertain without prior race data.

Midnight Burst (Post 7, 20-1 ML)

PTW Profile: LIGHTLY RACED (1 start), Mitole colt with sole prior race 6/19 at Parkmoor (5.0f MSW) — led
early, finished 4th, 4.75 lengths beaten. Trainer Goodwin shows 0% MSW-to-MCL win rate (2 starts, zero
wins), 11% maiden second-start win rate. Goodwin's overall maiden claiming record is 10% across 40
entries — below-average foundational metrics.

Strengths: Showed early speed in debut (led the race early), suggesting natural foot; 20-1 pricing offers
overlay potential if trainer has specifically targeted this claiming spot.

Concerns: Model FLAGGED as THROWOUT — second-career-start horse who showed early speed before
tiring in debut, BUT trainer's historical metrics do not support improvement expectation. Trainer Goodwin
specializes in sprint racing (14% win rate on sprints) but maiden claiming record is weak. Lightly raced with
zero wins after showing promise early, suggesting form pattern may repeat.

Trip Projection: Will establish early position, lead or press early. Late collapse expected based on prior
form — minimal closing punch.

Night Knight (Post 8, 6-1 ML)

PTW Profile: LIGHTLY RACED (2 starts), Authentic colt. First start 8/21 ElP (6.0f MOC dirt) — 6th, 8.00
lengths beaten in field of 11. Second start 9/9 KD (8.0f MSW turf) — 5th, 15.55 lengths beaten. Trainer
Navarrete Anna shows strong statistical foundation (33% MSW-to-MCL win rate, 2.69 ROI on 6 starts) BUT
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both recorded races ended in wide defeats. Navarrete's overall form today: 4 starts, 0 wins.

Strengths: Trainer Navarrete shows elite MSW-to-MCL metrics historically; second race was on turf, which
may not suit this horse.

Concerns: Model FLAGGED as THROWOUT — Career record now 0-2 with no signs of progression. First
race at ElP in 6.0f MOC claiming saw 8-length defeat; second race on turf showed 15-length beaten-lengths
finish. Despite trainer's strong statistical profile, this individual horse is showing declining form (8 lengths →
15 lengths), suggesting trajectory is downward not upward. Trip notes indicate racing problems: "2nd flight,
3-4w, wknd" (second flight position, asked 3-4 wide in turn, weakened). Blinkers equipment in place but not
producing results.

Trip Projection: Will settle midpack to off-pace, show minimal threat.

Flanker (Post 9, 8-1 ML)

PTW Profile: FIRST-TIME STARTER, Game Winner colt trained by Norm Casse (6 starts MEE in current
meet: 1 win, 50% money rate). Casse's maiden claiming record is elite (29% win rate, 2.38 ROI) — highest
in the field. Excellent foundational metrics. However, Flanker shows zero prior race experience and is the
ONLY remaining FTS in this analysis tier.

Strengths: Trainer Casse is the field's most elite maiden claiming specialist by ROI; consistent workout
pattern; post 9 will give outside positioning.

Concerns: Model PROJECTS Flanker as minimal threat (1% win probability) despite trainer credentials
because: (1) FTS status creates execution variance; (2) workout pattern shows average velocity, no bullets;
(3) Corrales riding (6.25% KEE meet win rate today, weak form); (4) Post 9 tracking inside from post position
means early pace development may be passive. Despite trainer excellence, this individual horse shows no
elite speed works vs. peers like Ghost Wish.

Trip Projection: Will likely settle midpack early, outside position may delay early positioning. Late running
will reflect trainer's tactical intent, but FTS inexperience may constrain effectiveness.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Black Jacket Crazy STRONG VULNERABLE
High — velocity collapse
risk

Midnight Burst ELITE VULNERABLE
Extreme — pace
collapse confirmed
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Nickyb STRONG STRONG
Moderate — baseline
performance

Magical Mikel STRONG VULNERABLE
High — final furlong
weakness

Pop and Locke STRONG VULNERABLE
High — closing effort
limited

Night Knight STRONG STRONG
Moderate — sustainable
effort

Ghost Wish STRONG STRONG
Moderate — balanced
profile

Mandalay STRONG VULNERABLE
High — significant
deceleration

Flanker STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
execution

Sustained Speed Ratings

ELITE Sustained Speed: None in field reach elite velocity maintenance threshold.

STRONG Sustained Speed: Ghost Wish, Nickyb, Night Knight, Flanker all maintain moderate velocity
through final calls with controlled deceleration profiles. Ghost Wish rates as the standout — workout pattern
velocity translates to STRONG sustained effort projection in-race.

VULNERABLE Sustained Speed: Black Jacket Crazy, Magical Mikel, Pop and Locke, Midnight Burst,
Mandalay all flag concerning deceleration patterns. Midnight Burst shows EXTREME vulnerability (prior
race velocity collapsed 15.2% from opening to closing call) — re-using similar pace setup today will expose
this weakness again.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Ghost Wish as the field's most balanced speed profile — STRONG opening velocity
paired with STRONG sustained finishing metrics, creating rare gate-to-wire consistency. No other horse in
this field combines elite early foot with maintained closing velocity. This sustained speed advantage, paired
with elite workout foundation and 20-1 overlay pricing, marks Ghost Wish as the highest-probability winner
despite FTS status. Conversely, Midnight Burst presents maximum velocity collapse risk — prior
deceleration pattern (39.5 → 33.5 mph closing drop) will repeat if pace scenario runs suicidal again; this
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horse's 20-1 pricing appears justified by vulnerability.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

1. Magical Mikel — MSW-to-MCL class drop with trainer McPeek's 17% conversion win rate targeting this
exact spot. Blinkers ON equipment upgrade is intentional. Distance contraction from 8.5f to 6f reduces
pacing vulnerability from prior form.

2. Ghost Wish (FTS) — Elite workout pattern and consistent bullet breeze portfolio projects immediate
readiness. Von Hemel's 10% MCL baseline despite weak FTS history suggests targeted claim-and-switch
confidence in this individual prospect. Natural improvement trajectory supported by speed work superiority.

3. Pop and Locke — Trainer Walsh 24% MSW-to-MCL conversion rate; turf-to-dirt surface change often
unlocks speed; claiming environment relief removes MSW pressure that produced 8th-place finish in one
prior start.

4. Nickyb (FTS) — Trainer Romans 27% 2YO maiden claiming win rate + 22% sprint win rate provide
strong foundational improvement expectation. FTS status means clean slate; if early-foot ability translates
from breeding, natural debut advantage follows.

Bounce / Regression Risks

1. Midnight Burst — THROWOUT FLAGGED: Career-best effort in 6/19 debut (4th place finish, 4.75
lengths) will struggle to repeat with identical-setup pace scenario. Trainer Goodwin 0% MSW-to-MCL record
projects continued failure. Deceleration vulnerability (EXTREME) means speed collapse will intensify if early
pace accelerates.

2. Night Knight — THROWOUT FLAGGED: 0-2 career record with declining form (8 lengths beaten → 15
lengths beaten). Second-race turf attempt did not produce improvement. Blinkers on but form trajectory is
clearly downward. Navarrete's strong MSW-to-MCL historical rate cannot overcome this individual horse's
repeated losses without any positive catalyst.

3. Mandalay — THROWOUT FLAGGED: Repeated dropped-through-maiden-claiming-levels pattern (MSW
→ MOC claiming → back to MSW) without win signals trainer has "given up." 9.50-length defeat in MOC
claiming environment followed by 17-day cycle back to open MSW indicates abandonment of claiming-level
targeting. Model projects minimal threat.

4. Black Jacket Crazy — Despite Asmussen's elite credentials, FTS status paired with underlay morning
line (3-1 at 25% implied vs. 19% model) suggests public is overpricing this horse. Market enthusiasm
outpaces actual win probability; regression to true odds expected.
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SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: MAGICAL MIKEL — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 2-1 to 7-2

The model projects 22% win probability — highest in the field. Magical Mikel's MSW-to-MCL class drop with
trainer McPeek's proven 17% conversion win rate (1.20 ROI) directly targets today's conditions. Blinkers ON
represents equipment upgrade that trainer intentionally deployed. Distance contraction from 8.5f to 6f
removes pacing vulnerability from prior form pattern. Ortiz Jr. riding (19.75% KEE meet win rate, 54%
money rate) provides elite tactical execution. Despite 5-2 morning line appearing slightly overlaid in isolation
(-6.6% edge), the model's highest win percentage assignment creates the hardcoded Win Bet selection.

VALUE PLAY: GHOST WISH — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 12-1 to 18-1

Model projects 12% win probability at 20-1 morning line — EXCEPTIONAL VALUE edge of +7.2%. Ghost
Wish is the field's standout FTS with elite workout portfolio (multiple bullets, consistent sub-50 second
four-furlong works). STRONG sustained speed rating creates gate-to-wire consistency rarely seen in
maiden claiming fields. Von Hemel's targeted confident deployment despite trainer's weak FTS history
suggests this individual prospect represents exception. Public severely underestimating first-time starter with
elite speed foundation. 20-1 pricing creates exceptional overlay — model's 12% translates to 8-1 fair value
minimum.

LONGSHOT PLAY: NICKYB — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 8-1 or higher

Model projects 16% win probability at 6-1 morning line (+1.7% edge, minimal). However, FTS improvement
candidate with trainer Romans' 27% 2YO maiden claiming win rate offers genuine overlay if morning line
drifts to 8-1 or beyond. Only include in exotics if odds climb.

Multi-Race Wagers — Top 3 for Pick 3/4/5/6:

• A: Magical Mikel — 22%

• B: Ghost Wish — 12%

• C: Pop and Locke — 18%

Combined projected probability: 52%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★

The model's key projection for this race: Magical Mikel represents the highest-probability winner at
current market pricing, but Ghost Wish presents the field's most compelling value overlay. Pace
scenario projects MODERATE setup (projected :23¹ opening quarter, :45² half-mile) with no suicidal speed
duel, creating balanced conditions favoring both pace-stalkers (Magical Mikel's trainer placement strategy)
and elite closers (Ghost Wish's sustained speed profile).
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Primary public betting mistake: 20-1 Ghost Wish is severely undervalued — elite FTS workout portfolio
paired with STRONG sustained speed rating is rarest profile in maiden claiming. Market dismissing first-time
starter status without accounting for superior speed-work foundation. Exploit this inefficiency at double-digit
odds.

Secondary edge opportunity: Magical Mikel at 5-2 slightly undervalued given trainer McPeek's proven
MSW-to-MCL conversion record (17%, +1.20 ROI) and intentional equipment upgrade (blinkers ON). Win
Bet selection commands confidence despite modest morning line overlay.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
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