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Keeneland
Race 1 — 10/17/2026

Class: Clm 20000N2L
Distance: 6f
Surface: Dirt

Purse: $49,000
Claiming Price: $20,000
Starters: 11

CLAIMING. Purse $49,000 (include $16,200 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR THREE YEAR OLDS AND
UPWARD WHICH HAVE NEVER WON TWO RACES. Three Year Olds, 120 Ibs.; Older, 123 Ibs. Non-winners Of
A Race Since September 17 Allowed 2 Ibs. Claiming Price $20,000.
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Keeneland R1
Thursday, October 17, 2026 | 6f Dirt | 3yo+ Claiming $20,000

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Hodl Hard — Elite early speed profile with a career pattern of leading or pressing early. Most recent start
(09/23/2026 at CD, 6.5f) shows immediate shift-out at 1/8 and held sway — classic front-runner signature.
Opening quarter velocity consistently in the 39-40 mph range across recent efforts. Will be forwardmost or
stalking.

Trouble Time — Aggressive early positioning evident across recent form. 09/16/2026 at CD (7f STR)
angled 4-wide at 1/4 and kept on, suggesting tactical intent to be in the mix early. Pattern shows 4-position
early calls with willingness to be involved at first call.

L Rankin — Elite pace horse with inside running style. 10/10/2025 at SA (6.5f MOC) dueled inside and
reeled in foe — demonstrates lightning-quick early foot and tactical flexibility. Recent work pattern (49.6,
49.4, 47.6 at CDT) confirms readiness at sprint distance.

Stalkers / Pressers

Essential Wild Cat — Proven stalker with consistent 3-5 position early calls. 09/30/2026 at BtP (6f ALW)
left-led, lugged in bump, rallied — shows ability to rate off pace and strike later. Tactical flexibility noted.

Strummin — Established route runner moving to sprint. Recent form shows 6-11 position calls but carries
class pedigree. This stretch-back to 6f represents potential setup advantage.

Keepinitreal — Off-pace runner with rail-bid tendencies. 09/04/2026 at PrM (6f CLM) settled early, then bid
rail — textbook stalker profile. Figure profile trending up (60 — 70 — 70 recent starts).

Closers

Heartily — Confirmed closer with MSW pedigree. 10/04/2025 at Kee (6f MSW) inside draw, drew off, driving
— demonstrates finishing punch and ability to rally from position. Recent campaign shows consistent closer
patterns despite setback in claiming ranks.

Out Flat — Recent MSW graduate with strong closing profile. 08/28/2026 at PrM (6f MSW) bid 1/4 pole,
vied, kicked clear — elite finishing velocity demonstrated. Now dropping into claiming for first time.

Knick the Quick — Erratic closer with high-variance form. 08/05/2025 at Ind (8f MSW) awk, duel, mild drive
to win suggests closing ability when settled. But recent claiming efforts show inconsistency and flat efforts.
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Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace — Hodl Hard, L Rankin, and Trouble Time will contest the early
fractions. Projected :222 opening quarter and :44m half-mile. Two-to-three speed horses pressing creates
moderate damage to front runners while opening stretch for stalkers and closers with tactical room.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Dispersion 6% 7.7% -1.7%
2 Out Flat 30-1 12% 3.2% +8.8%
3 E:emia' Wild o0 8% 4.8% +3.2%
4 Our Standard 10-1 5% 9.1% -4.1%
5 Hodl Hard 5-1 18% 16.7% +1.3%
6 Strummin 8-1 9% 11.1% -2.1%
7 L Rankin 6-1 11% 14.3% -3.3%
8 Trouble Time 5-2 21% 28.6% -7.6%
9 Heartily 9-2 4% 18.2% -14.2%
10 Knick the Quick 15-1 3% 6.3% -3.3%
11 Keepinitreal 10-1 3% 9.1% -6.1%

Win % Sum: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (OOOO)

Trouble Time
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PTW Profile: Model identifies this horse as the field's highest probability winner at 21%. Versatile tactical
profile combining early pace aggression with proven finishing ability. Recent form trajectory suggests sharp
third start off claim pattern with optimal distance-surface fit.

Strengths:
« Highest model win probability in the field
« Elite closing velocity pattern with late-race rallies documented across multiple surfaces (dirt/turf)

« Third start off claim (09/16 - today) — traditional sharpen-up spot with trainer Vaccarezza showing
15% sprint win rate

* 09/16/2026 at CD (7f STR) produced 74 speed rating: angled 4-wide at 1/4, kept on — confirmed
finishing punch

« Clean bill of health: consistent 30-day spacing pattern, sound campaigner status

Concerns:
* Morning line overlay risk — public heavily favoring at 5/2. Model projects 21% win probability (edge
-7.6%), suggesting overbet condition

* Recent route start (7f) to sprint (6f) requires tactical adjustment; horse may find early pace tempo
unsettling if Hodl Hard/L Rankin/Essential Wild Cat create suicidal scenario

 Vaccarezza barn has 0% ROI in claiming races (7 starts, 0 wins) — signals trainers not specialized in
claim game

Trip Projection: Trouble Time will break and track 4-5 positions in HOT pace scenario. Closing lens kick in
stretch to challenge tired leaders. Final sixteenth separates class edge from overbet risk.

Hodl Hard

PTW Profile: Model projects 18% win probability — second-highest field probability. Elite early speed horse
with recent victory establishing form floor. Minimal class drop suggests winning profile over claiming field.

Strengths:
* Reigning winner (09/23/2026 at CD, 6.5f CLM): shifted out 1/8, held sway — authoritative gate-to-wire
style
» Rare early speed elite in this claiming field: 39-40 mph opening quarters across recent tries

 Sharp trainer move: Trainer Sharp Joe shows 21% win rate, 1.98 ROl "Won Last Start" profile —
signature claiming move evident

« Perfect soundness indicators: 30-day spacing standard, no equipment changes, on Lasix
» Second start off claim with proven distance credentials (6.5f x 1 win recent)

Concerns:

« Short layoff risk post-victory: only 24 days since last race win (typical bounce pattern window)

« Claiming price movement flat: remained at $20k, no relief drop available — suggests trainer confidence
but limited value signal
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« Speed collapse vulnerability: 09/02 at Ind (6f MSW loss) shows deceleration pattern and bounce risk
after best efforts

« Competition: Trouble Time (5/2 ML) will be supported by public; Hodl Hard's 5-1 odds may not offer
sufficient overlay buffer

Trip Projection: Hodl Hard breaks alertly, establishes lead or stalks within 1-length. HOT pace scenario will
test front-runner tenacity through 4f call. Vulnerable if pace duel materializes with L Rankin pressing.

Out Flat

PTW Profile: Model projects 12% win probability — significant overlay at 30/1 morning line (edge +8.8%).
Recent MSW graduate transitioning to claiming ranks for first time represents live spot with massive public
underestimation.

Strengths:

« MSW graduate (08/28/2026 win at PrM, 6f MSW): bid 1/4 pole, vied, kicked clear — elite finishing
velocity

e Lightly raced (11 career starts, only 1 claiming): developmental upside vs. fully exposed claimers

« Speed figure profile TRENDING UP across final four starts: 52 - 54 - 62 - 65 (most recent at BtP
06/01, MSW) — consistent improvement

e Trainer Martinez (524 CLM starts, 17% win rate, 1.82 ROI) — elite claiming specialist with Out Flat in
system

« Recent work pattern bullets: 101.60 (Oct 6) and 102.00 (Sept 24) at Kee/PrM showing readiness

* Class drop props: Moving from MSW stakes to $20k claiming represents massive relief opportunity
Concerns:

e Unproven in claiming ranks: First start as claimee signals unknown tactical adjustment required

* Form line volatility: Recent MSW circuit shows inconsistency (46/54/65 range) before final MSW win

« Public neglect risk: 30/1 odds may reflect legitimate concerns about pace positioning if Hodl Hard/L
Rankin/Trouble Time create speed duel

« Jockey Torres (10.5% win rate current meet) represents mid-tier pilot — no elite connection

Trip Projection: Out Flat will break and rate in 4-6 position depending on early pace. If HOT scenario
unfolds (predicted), model identifies room for late rally. Strong finishing profile fits track with honest closing
lanes.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (O0O0O)
L Rankin

PTW Profile: Model projects 11% win probability. Elite early speed horse with proven tactical flexibility.
Recent five-race win at 5.5f claiming spot signals form floor, though current form showing slight cooling
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trend.

Strengths:

» Confirmed speed horse: 10/10/2025 at SA (6.5f MOC) inside-dueled, reeled in foe — authentic early
foot

 Consistent claiming form: 5 recent claiming starts, 1 win (09/14/2025 LRC) with dueling-inside pattern
e Sharp workout pattern (47.6 bullet at CDT 09/20): confirmed readiness at sprint distance

« Trainer Bryner (6 sprint starts, 17% win rate) shows sprint competency

* Equipment change today: Blinkers on (review past data) — potential trainer intent signal

Concerns:
« Steep layoff pattern: 60+ days since last race (08/27/2026) — irregular maintenance spacing creates
fithess uncertainty

« Form trend volatility: Win at LRC (09/14/2025) followed by inconsistent results; recent layoff breaks
momentum

« Class positioning: Established claiming campaigner at $20k tag shows no price relief or drop signal
* Third start role: If speed duel erupts with Hodl Hard/Trouble Time, pace profile may collapse

Trip Projection: L Rankin will break and press/lead depending on pace dynamics. Likely involved early. If
HOT pace emerges, may be vulnerable in stretch if pace duel damage materializes.

Essential Wild Cat

PTW Profile: Model projects 8% win probability. Allowance-level horse stepping down into claiming for first
time. Form shows mixed results in open stakes/allowance company; claiming drop represents class relief
but must overcome unproven status.

Strengths:

« Class drop confirmed: Consistent allowance-level runner at BtP/Mnr/SA for past eight starts —
legitimate class relief vs. $20k claimers

e Proven route runner; 8.32f turf/dirt efforts (07-09/2026) show distance experience; sprint move to 6f
represents tactical shift

« Trainer Stephen Anthony (46 CLM starts, 29% win rate, 15.33 ROI!) — elite claiming specialist in this
field

« Lightly raced (8 career starts, 4 at 6f distance) shows developmental potential
« Speed profile CONSISTENT: figure range 38-58 across recent allowance tries
Concerns:

e Unproven at claiming level: All recent starts at allowance/stakes minimum — actual claiming
performance unknown
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« Recent form cooling: Most recent start (09/30/2026 BtP, 6f ALW) produced only 58 rating with
lugging-in issue noted
« Jockey Bocachica (0% recent meet win rate, 5 starts) — weak pilot credential
« Equipment downside: No blinkers, no Lasix on paper — conservative setup
Trip Projection: Essential Wild Cat will stalk early, likely 3-5 position, with inside running style. Requires

honest pace and stretch run setup. If HOT pace scenario overextends field, stalker position becomes
vulnerable.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors & Longshots (O0O)
Keepinitreal

PTW Profile: Model projects 3% win probability. Off-pace runner with rail-bid profile in shallow 11-horse
field. Recent MSW experience (multiple 6f attempts) provides distance fit, but current claiming campaign
shows inconsistent execution and modest figure output.

Strengths:
* MSW pedigree with 11 career starts — developmental horse still improving
» Speed profile TRENDING UP: 52 — 70 - 70 most recent three starts (09/04, 07/31, 07/11)
e Trainer Martinez (same barn as Out Flat) — 17% CLM win rate, 1.82 ROI provides trainer credibility
« 09/04/2026 CLM start (6f, 60 rating) showed rail bid setup — ideal claiming tactic for this distance
» Workouts solid (101.4 Oct 3) confirm fitness
Concerns:
* Model win probability only 3% — significant underdog status
« Inconsistent figure output: volatile 52-70 range across recent claiming tries
« Form stalling: No wins in recent claiming campaign despite MSW experience

« Jockey Mojica (0% recent KEE form) — no meaningful connection

Trip Projection: Settles 5-7 position early, attempts rail bid in stretch if pace develops favorably. Requires
honest fractions and closing lane — vulnerable in HOT scenario with early chaos.

Strummin

PTW Profile: Model projects 9% win probability. Route-specialized 4-year-old moving to sprint distance.
Established claiming campaigner with solid trainer but form inconsistency and distance transition questions
create secondary status.
Strengths:

« Trainer Kenneally (53 CLM starts, 23% win rate, 1.46 ROI) — legitimate claiming specialist

* Route-to-sprint transition: Trainer shows 21% R/S win rate — signature trainer move pattern
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« Established $20k claiming level: Career multiple starts at tag suggest known performer
* Recent work quality: 48.6, 48.8, 49.2 bullets at CD confirm sprint readiness

Concerns:

« Form profile TRENDING DOWN: Most recent three tries show declining figures/performances;
10/31/2025 8.5f effort (63 rating) to recent 12/18/2025 8f debacle (60 rating, stopped badly)

« Equipment concerns: No blinkers, no Lasix — conservative tack suggests trainer caution
« Distance stretch to sprint creates unpredictability: Route horse may find 6f aggressive/uncomfortable
» Jockey Ortiz (17.3% recent meet win rate) — average credential

Trip Projection: Strummin will break 6-8 position and attempt to find pace setup. Sprint move requires
tactical adjustment from route profile. Vulnerable if HOT pace materializes with three early speed horses.

Dispersion, Our Standard, Heartily, Knick the Quick — Tier 3 Longshots (O)

These four horses project 3-6% win probabilities. Form inconsistency, modest trainer records, jockey
credential concerns, and pace scenario mismatches create secondary-to-longshot status. Brief profiles:

* Dispersion (6%): Inconsistent form, trainer Rouck 0% CLM win rate, insufficient workout pattern

* Our Standard (5%): Single recent claiming win, but flat recent form and untested claiming pedigree
« Heartily (4%): Falling from stakes to claiming suggests decline; despite MSW pedigree, recent
claiming form shows no factor results

* Knick the Quick (3%): Highly volatile form, recent claiming 13.75-length defeat, unreliable closer
pattern

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Moderate — consistent

Trouble Time STRONG STRONG . .
velocity maintenance
Hodl Hard ELITE STRONG LQW N ehFe gate speed
with sustained effort
Low — confirmed early
L Rankin ELITE STRONG foot, maintains through

turn
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Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Low — recent MSW win
Out Flat STRONG STRONG shows strong finishing
profile

Moderate-High — pace
Essential Wild Cat STRONG VULNERABLE vulnerability in route
efforts

Moderate — speed dips

Keepinitreal STRONG VULNERABLE .
in late-stage calls

High — pace collapse
Strummin STRONG VULNERABLE pattern confirmed across
route tries

High — recent form
Dispersion STRONG VULNERABLE shows deceleration
damage

High — single CLM win
Our Standard STRONG VULNERABLE insufficient data, form
cooling

High — closing attempts

Heartily MODERATE VULNERABLE . .
showing fatigue patterns

High — recent MCL
Knick the Quick MODERATE VULNERABLE efforts show speed
collapse

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Hodl Hard as the field's most elite gate-to-wire performer with ELITE Opening Speed
and STRONG Sustained Speed Rating. Minimal deceleration profile across recent efforts confirms authentic
early foot with staying power. No other horse in this field matches this combination of opening velocity (39+
mph) and pace maintenance. Trouble Time trails as secondary elite early foot with comparable sustained
profile but slightly higher deceleration tendency. The split between these two early speed horses and the
remaining field creates clear tactical advantage: HOT pace scenario with two elite front runners (Hodl Hard +
L Rankin or Trouble Time) will leave lesser closers stranded.
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SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Out Flat — MSW graduate in first claiming start creates developmental upside signal. Speed figure profile
trending positively (52 - 54 - 62 - 65 recent MSW starts). Trainer Martinez shows elite 17% CLM win
rate, 1.82 ROl — barn specializes in MSW-to-CLM transitions. Class drop from MSW stakes to $20k
claiming represents massive relief opportunity. Second start typically sharpens up claimers; this horse
benefits from both fresh trainer integration in claiming ranks and developmental improvement curve.

L Rankin — Returns from 60+ day layoff with quality work pattern (47.6 bullet, 49.6, 49.4 recent).
Equipment change (blinkers potentially applied) signals trainer intent. Earlier claiming win at 5.5f
(09/14/2025 LRC) demonstrates winning pedigree at this claiming level. Layoff-return pattern with sharp
work and equipment adjustment represents classic improvement spot.

Keepinitreal — Speed profile showing +18-point improvement over three recent starts (52 - 70 — 70).
Trainer Martinez (same barn as Out Flat) applies consistent CLM system. Developmental pedigree (11
career starts) suggests natural improvement curve still available. Rail-bid setup in 6f claiming is ideal tactical
platform for figure progression.

Essential Wild Cat — First claiming start after establishment in allowance ranks represents massive class
relief. Trainer Stephen Anthony shows 29% CLM win rate, 15.33 ROI — elite claiming specialist.
Allowance-level horse stepping down into $20k tag creates systematic advantage vs. seasoned claimers.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Trouble Time — Career-best effort flagged for bounce risk. 09/16/2026 at CD (7f STR) produced 74 speed
rating with "Ang 4wd 1/4, kept on" — high-velocity closing pattern. Model deceleration analysis identifies
STRONG (not ELITE) sustained profile, suggesting underlying pace vulnerability. Third start off claim
pattern historically produces sharpen-up spike followed by regression; current 5/2 ML represents public
overbet condition. Bounce probability elevated if pace duel emerges with Hodl Hard/L Rankin early.

Hodl Hard — Recent winner (09/23/2026) sets up post-victory regression scenario. Gate-to-wire winner at
6.5f followed by sprint configuration may expose pace-dependence. Second start within 24-day window
creates short-rest bounce risk. If Hodl Hard hits wire in gate-to-wire style and gets claimed, tactical profile
changes dramatically for future starts.

Strummin — Form declining across three recent tries; figure output shows consistent downward slope.
Route specialist moving to sprint creates unknown variable. If early pace proves too aggressive, route horse
may not accommodate 6f sprint tempo. Form trend and distance uncertainty combine to elevate regression
likelihood.

Heartily — Career-best MSW form (77 rating at 10/04/2025 Kee, 6f MSW) now attempting to repeat in
claiming ranks — massive step down but recent results show "no factor” finishes and 25-35 beaten-length
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defeats. Form clearly in regression. Entry into claiming (CLM vs. MSW) typically marks beginning of decline;
recent results confirm thesis.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS
WIN BET: TROUBLE TIME — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 5-2 to 3-1

Model projects 21% win probability — highest in the field. HOT pace scenario with Hodl Hard and L Rankin
pressing creates setup for late rally. Third start off claim pattern aligns with sharpen-up spot. 09/16/2026
victory at similar distance (7f STR) demonstrates finishing punch. Elite jockey Gaffalione (20.83% current
meet win rate) provides grade-A pilot credential. Value assessment: SLIGHT (edge -7.6% at current 5/2 ML)
— public overbet but highest probability selection.

VALUE PLAY: OUT FLAT — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 12-1 to 20-1

Model projects 12% win probability at 30/1 morning line (edge +8.8%). MSW graduate stepping into claiming
for first time with trainer Martinez elite CLM specialist (17% CLM win rate, 1.82 ROI). Speed profile trending
up (65 recent MSW win). Class drop massive. Significant public underestimation reflected in 30/1 odds.
Genuine overlay with legitimate win probability.

LONGSHOT PLAY: L RANKIN — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 6-1 to 10-1

Model projects 11% win probability at 6/1 morning line (edge -3.3% — slight underlay at current odds, but
workflow pattern and trainer move support tactical consideration). Elite early speed horse returning from
layoff with sharp work bullets (47.6 recent). Equipment change signals trainer intent. If early pace HOT
scenario emerges as predicted, L Rankin positioned within striking distance and carries reasonable overlay
potential at 8-10/1.

Multi-Race Sequences: Top 3 for Pick 3/4/5/6

¢ A: TROUBLE TIME — 21% (Win Bet selection, highest model probability)
e B: OUT FLAT — 12% (MSW graduate overlay with elite class drop and trainer system)
e C: HODL Hard — 18% (Recent winner with elite early speed profile, despite overbet condition)

Combined A/B/C projected probability: 51%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING
000 (3 out of 5 stars)

Model's primary projection centers on Trouble Time as highest-probability winner (21% model estimate
vs. 28.6% ML implied), but morning line at 5/2 reflects public consensus strong support. Critical takeaway:
Out Flat represents genuine public betting mistake — 30/1 odds drastically undervalue MSW graduate
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class drop with elite trainer specialist (Martinez 1.82 ROI claiming record). HOT pace scenario (predicted
:222 opening, :44m half) will benefit late-rallying profiles. Primary public mistake: Heartily and Knick the
Quick offered at 9/2 and 15/1 respectively despite weak recent claiming form and high deceleration
vulnerability. Model confidence tempered by tight field and speed-dependent nature of 6f sprint distance —
early pace duel outcome determines late-running value.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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