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Keeneland
Race 2 — 10/16/2026

Class: Md 100000
Distance: 8.5f
Surface: Dirt

Purse: $77,000
Claiming Price: $100,000

Starters: 7

MAIDEN CLAIMING. Purse $77,000 (include $25,400 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR MAIDENS, THREE
YEARS OLD AND UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 121 Ibs.; Older, 125 Ibs. Claiming Price $100,000.
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Keeneland R2
Wednesday, October 16, 2026 | 8.5f Dirt | Maiden Claiming $100,000

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Throttle — Elite early speed profile with a documented closing pattern. Most recent start (09/17/2026,
Churchill Downs, 8.5f MCL) shows the horse stood 7/8 into the stretch before being bumped in the 1/16,
finishing 2nd by just 2 lengths. This is second-career-start early-speed horse — precisely the highest-priority
improvement signal in maiden claiming. Prior start at FG (12/20/2025, 6.0f MSW) confirms a consistent
pressing style, running 2nd at call 2, settling to 3rd by call 3, finishing 3rd.

Flaming Rainbow — Recent start (07/11/2026, El Paso, 8.0f MSW on sloppy) shows 6th at call 1 before
rallying to brush gate, moving to rail for a successful rally — 2nd place finish. Pattern suggests versatility:
can sit and rally when the setup allows. Prior route work confirms distance competence.

Stalkers / Pressers

Summit Ridge — Most recent (10/03/2026, Keeneland, 7.0f MSW on turf) was bumped at start but
managed 7th at call 1, 7th at call 2, moved sharply to 3rd at call 3, finished 3rd by 1.25 lengths. This is a
second-career-start horse with a clear rally pattern emerging.

Steel Golden — Recent turf route (08/29/2026, Keeneland, 8.5f MSW turf) shows 2nd at all early calls
before finishing 2nd by 1.25 lengths — clear middle-move stalker profile. Previous starts show consistent
8th-to-2nd progression, indicating upward trajectory.

Closers

Flaming Rainbow — Despite early position variance, the model identifies this horse as carrying the most
elite late-pace velocity. Recent performances on both dirt and grass show consistent ability to rally from
outside positions and close powerfully into the wire.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE early pace — projected :23! opening quarter, :462 half-mile. Throttle will
be contested by Flaming Rainbow's early drift and minor pressure from Summit Ridge, but no suicidal speed
duel present. This setup favors mid-pack stalkers with closing speed, positioning versatile runners to find
room in the stretch drive.
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SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Steel Golden 8% 6.3% +1.7%
Summer of

2 12-1 6% 7.7% -1.7%
George

3 Throttle 7-5 28% 41.7% -13.7%

4 Summit Ridge 7-2 15% 22.2% -7.2%
Flaming

5 . 5-2 26% 28.6% -2.6%
Rainbow
Hayburn'

6 ayburm's 121 9% 7.7% +1.3%
Case

7 Market Pundit 8-1 8% 11.1% -3.1%

Total Model Win % = 100%

Note: Throttle, despite highest win probability, is materially undervalued at 7-5. The morning line reflects
public overconfidence in this second-career-start horse's proven viability at this claiming level.

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (OOO0O)
THROTTLE

PTW Profile: This is the field's premier second-career-start early-speed horse — the single highest-priority
improvement candidate in maiden claiming analysis. Throttle contested from the gate in his career debut
(8/2/2025, El Paso, 8.0f MSW), showing early foot to press, then fading dramatically (41.29 individual MPH
opening — 27.51 closing, representing a VULNERABLE Sustained Speed Rating and 33.5% deceleration).
That race exposed a pace-collapse vulnerability. However, the most recent start (9/17/2026, Churchill
Downs, 8.5f MCL at identical distance to today) reversed the narrative entirely: Throttle stood in 2nd from
gate through the 7/8 pole, bumped in the final 1/16, and finished 2nd by just 2 lengths despite a trip
interference. That MCL start shows Trainer Cox exercising massive tactical confidence — claiming down
specifically to win at this level. Improvement trajectory is unmistakable.

Strengths:
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« Second-career-start early-speed horse showing massive improvement trajectory

« Recent route MCL performance at exact distance (8.5f) confirms viability above maiden class

* Trainer Brad Cox: 31% win rate in MCL, 1.78 ROI — exceptionally strong maiden claimer record
« Jockey Irad Ortiz Jr: 18.5% at KEE meet, 19% in maiden claiming, proven route-horse specialist
« No Lasix today may be strategic sharpening — Cox plays this card for key spots

Concerns:
« First MCL start career (recent pivot): horses claiming down after MSW attempts sometimes lack
repeat-start fithess

« Prior MSW routing showed catastrophic pace collapse (VULNERABLE rating) — today's moderate
pace scenario may still expose that vulnerability if he overextends early

« Trip interference last out could mask underlying form — actual closing ability untested in clean trip
« Cox trainer form at KEE in 30 days: 2/23 (8.7%) — recent meet form is cool, not hot

Trip Projection: Throttle will break from post 3, likely secure early position after fractions settle. Expects to
press or sit just off the pace through the half-mile call, move into stretch as part of the natural pace flow, and
fight it out in the final sixteenth.

FLAMING RAINBOW

PTW Profile: This horse is the model's elite late-pace closer and the only runner with a consistent pattern of
finding room, rallying powerfully, and sustaining velocity into the wire. Most recent start (7/11/2026, El Paso,
8.0f MSW on sloppy) documents the blueprint: 6th at break, brushed at gate, moved to rail, rallied to 2nd —
1.25-length runner-up finish. Prior route (6/7/2026, Churchill, 7.0f MSW) confirms: 6th at call 1, stalked from
4th-3rd through middle moves, rallied to 4th but missed show by 2.35 lengths. Distance is a natural fit.
Trainer McPeek has a 17% win rate in MCL and 1.52 ROl — above-average MCL specialist. Jockey Jose
Luis Ortiz: 18.4% at KEE meet, 26.7% in maiden claiming on dirt — elite modifier for this race type.

Strengths:
« Elite late-pace profile with proven closing speed and sustained velocity from outside positions
 Consistent pattern of finding room and rallying powerfully into the wire across multiple starts
* Recent improvements visible: second-career-start horse showing natural development curve
e Trainer McPeek: 17% MCL win rate, 1.52 ROl — strong specialist signal
* Jockey Ortiz J.L.: 26.7% win rate in maiden claiming — elite signal for this race type and distance
« Blinkers off today: McPeek's statistical record with this move (4/4 starts, 0% wins) suggests trainer is
NOT trying this experiment; likely equipment return signals setup confidence
Concerns:

¢ Has not yet graduated from maiden class despite two route attempts in graded competition
 Outside post (5) requires a clean trip to execute the closing plan
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« MODERATE pace scenario may not develop enough separation for a sustained rally — need faster
early fractions to create closing lanes

e Trainer form at KEE in 30 days: 3/16 (18.75%) — only marginally better than recent

Trip Projection: Flaming Rainbow will break from post 5 in midfield, rate off the pace through the first mile
call, look for an opening in the stretch, and drive late if given room to close.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (OO0O)
SUMMIT RIDGE

PTW Profile: This is a second-career-start developing maiden with a clear 3-race improvement trend. Debut
(2/15/2025, Gulfstream, 8.0f MSW) shows bumped start, saved ground, improved position (36.7 opening —
33.6 closing, STRONG Sustained Speed Rating, moderate 8.5% deceleration). Second start (5/17/2025,
Balmoral, 8.0f MSW) repeated bumped start, 7th at call 1, improved through the run (38.1 - 36.0, STRONG
rating, 5.5% deceleration) — 6th finish. Most recent (10/3/2026, Keeneland, 7.0f MSW turf — dirt transition
incoming today) was bumped again but managed 3rd at call 3 and 3rd by 1.25 lengths on grass. The model
identifies this as a dirt-to-turf runner now routing back to dirt where he may find firmer footing and simpler
conditions.

Strengths:
« Documented improvement trajectory across three starts with consistent late-moving pattern
*« STRONG Sustained Speed Rating in recent route attempts — does not collapse at distance
* Trainer Sweezey: 17% MCL win rate, 2.12 ROl — solid MCL operator
» Jockey Morales: Zero recent form at KEE, but assignment suggests trainer confidence

Concerns:

 Career O-for-5: career maiden with multiple-race attempts and no wins despite close finishes

* Bumped start pattern in three consecutive starts — suggests post-draw luck issues or pace-dependent
racing style

« Turf last out: transition back to dirt after a route on grass may take half a race to adjust

e Trainer form KEE 30 days: 0/5 (0%) — ice cold at this meet

Trip Projection: Summit Ridge will break from post 4, work from mid-pack, angle out in the stretch if racing
style cooperates, and attempt to rally.

STEEL GOLDEN

PTW Profile: This is a lightly raced 5-start maiden showing mixed but recently improving form. Three of five
starts have been at today's exact track and distance (Keeneland, 8.5f routes). Most recent start (8/29/2026,
Keeneland, 8.5f MSW on turf) shows 2nd at all early calls through the stretch, finishing 2nd by 1.25 lengths
— very tight finishing margins, no clearance gained when leading was available. Previous dirt route
(7/5/2026, El Paso, 6.0f MSW) shows late break at start, 8th at call 1, improved but finished 6th — step
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backward. The model flags a trainer intent signal: West Aaron M shows a massive 25% MCL win rate with a
2.78 ROI — extraordinarily strong MCL specialist. This is a finder-spot tag drop today from unlimited MSW
to exactly $100k MCL. The trainer is targeting this level specifically to win.

Strengths:
« Trainer West: 25% MCL win rate, 2.78 ROl — exceptional MCL specialist signal (highest in field)
« Finder-spot claiming price drop from MSW with strong trainer MCL record suggests deliberate targeting
« Lightly raced (5 starts) with room for natural maturation
« Keeneland track record: 1/1 at KEE routes (2nd finish is a strong proximity indicator)
« Recent KEE turf route shows competitive presence at 8.5f distance

Concerns:
« Career O-for-5: has not won a start yet despite five opportunities and close finishes
« Turf-to-dirt last out: likely adjustment race, may not peak immediately back on dirt
* No Lasix today (like Throttle): same potential fatigue signal
« Jockey Murrill: 0% at KEE meet (0-for-3), 0% in maiden claiming — zero support signals
 Beaten lengths at finish steadily widening (1.25 - 7.7 - 8.1): form is deteriorating, not improving

Trip Projection: Steel Golden will break from post 1, likely run just off or stalking the pace from the inside,
and attempt to midfield run.

Tier 3— Pace Factors / Longshots (O0)
HAYBURN'S CASE

PTW Profile: This horse is flagged as a THROWOUT by maiden claiming screening. Single career start
(9/19/2026, Churchill, 7.0f MCL) shows 6th at call 1, 6th at call 2, 6th at call 3, finished 6th by 8.50 lengths —
complete non-factor throughout. This is a first-time starter in maiden claiming showing zero competitive
presence. Trainer Robson: 13% MCL win rate, 0.91 ROl — below-average MCL operator. Jockey Arrieta:
6.25% at KEE meet, not a strong modifier. Equipment changes (blinkers on today) suggest trainer is
grasping for improvement signals after a blank first start, but one-start experience insufficient to project
meaningful improvement. This horse was never competitive and represents one of the field's clearest
non-threats.

Concerns:
« First MCL start resulted in complete non-competitive effort (6th by 8.5 lengths throughout)
« No proven early speed, no demonstrated closing ability
* Trainer below-average MCL record
« Jockey weak at this meet
* Blinkers-on equipment change is a desperation move after a failing debut
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SUMMER OF GEORGE

PTW Profile: This is a first-time starter in maiden claiming — lightly raced career (1 start) with a single MSW
attempt (9/3/2026, Saratoga, 6.5f MSW) showing 7th at call 1, 8th at call 2, 7th at call 3, finished 5th by 11
lengths. Zero wins, no competitive proximity, significant class drop to MCL today. Trainer Summers:
documented MSW-to-MCL record shows 25% win rate, 4.38 ROI — statistically strong, but sample size is
only 8 starts. Jockey Hernandez: 4.17% at KEE meet, 0% in maiden claiming — weak support signal. This
horse is essentially unknown in maiden claiming conditions and showed no competitive effort in MSW
routing.

Concerns:
« First MCL start; prior MSW was non-competitive (5th by 11 lengths)
e Zero wins in only career start
» Jockey weak at this meet and MCL specialist record poor
e Trainer sample size in MCL very small

MARKET PUNDIT

PTW Profile: This is a first-time starter for this race: zero career starts of any kind. Completely untested.
Trainer Brown Chad C: 18% MCL win rate, 1.47 ROl — solid MCL operator. Jockey Gaffalione: 20.83% at
KEE meet, 28.6% in maiden claiming (second-best in field) — elite modifier signal. However, zero racing
experience means all model projections are purely pedigree-based estimates with high uncertainty. No past
performance data to analyze for pace profile, distance preference, or form trajectory. This represents
maximum uncertainty in the field.

Concerns:
« Zero prior race starts: completely unknown quantity

« All projections based on pedigree and trainer/jockey reputation only
« Cannot assess pace sustainability, distance fit, or racing temperament

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

High — I
Throttle STRONG VULNERABLE rislgk pace collapse
Low — maintains

Flaming Rainbow STRONG ELITE .
velocity
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Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Moderate — consistent

Summit Ridge STRONG STRONG

effort

Moderate — consistent
Steel Golden STRONG STRONG

through route

High — non-competitive
Hayburn's Case VULNERABLE VULNERABLE orofile

Moderate — MSW form
Summer of George STRONG VULNERABLE

suggests struggles
Market Pundit — — Data insufficient

Sustained Speed Ratings & Critical Insight

ELITE Sustained Speed — Flaming Rainbow: This horse demonstrates the field's best gate-to-wire
velocity maintenance across multiple starts. Closing segments consistently exceed 35+ MPH with minimal
deceleration, confirming a rare ability to sustain power through the final 1/8 mile. The model projects this as
the single most important technical advantage in today's field.

VULNERABLE Sustained Speed — Throttle: The opening-quarter MPH drops precipitously from gate to
first call, then collapses further in the stretch. Most recent MCL start masks this vulnerability due to trip
interference (bumped 1/16). If Throttle pressures the pace early today and gets no outside help,
deceleration risk is elevated.

STRONG Sustained Speed — Summit Ridge & Steel Golden: Both demonstrate moderate velocity
maintenance across route distances, confirming route-horse credentials. Neither shows the catastrophic
drop-off of VULNERABLE runners nor the elite consistency of ELITE runners.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Flaming Rainbow as the field's fastest horse on the board by proprietary speed
metrics — no other runner in this field has matched this horse's gate-to-wire velocity profile at route
distances. While Throttle owns superior early-foot speed in absolute terms (higher opening-quarter MPH),
Flaming Rainbow's ELITE Sustained Speed Rating (deceleration < 3.0% vs. Throttle's estimated 18-22%
drop) makes this the more durable closer against a moderate pace scenario.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES
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Likely to Improve

Throttle — Second-career-start early-speed horse showing massive improvement trajectory from debut
(VULNERABLE profile) to recent MCL start (trip-affected 2nd place). Trainer Cox has 31% MCL win rate.
The moderate pace scenario today does not demand elite sustained speed — Throttle can pressure early
and hold on through the stretch if early pace stays controlled. This is the textbook setup for a second-start
improvement push.

Steel Golden — Finder-spot tag drop from unlimited MSW to $100k MCL by trainer with 25% MCL win rate
— exceptional MCL specialist targeting this level deliberately. Lightly raced (5 starts) with competitive
proximity in recent outings (1.25-length margins). If the finder-spot theory holds and trainer is confident, this
is a natural improvement spot.

Flaming Rainbow — Second-career-start development arc showing modest improvement trend. Most

recent efforts demonstrate increasing competitive proximity. Elite late-pace profile with optimized jockey
modifier (26.7% MCL win rate). Blinkers off suggests equipment return signals trainer setup confidence.
Closing-speed horses often improve their third or fourth start as they learn to rate and find racing room.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Hayburn's Case — THROWOUT: First MCL start resulted in complete non-competitive performance (6th by
8.5 lengths). Single-race MCL experience shows zero ability to compete at this level. No improvement
indicators visible. Blinkers-on equipment change is a desperation adjustment after a failing debut. High
bounce risk.

Summit Ridge — Career 0-for-5 despite multiple close finishes (1.25, 12.5 lengths in recent starts). Turf
routing last out followed by dirt transition today may not allow immediate acclimation. Back-to-back route
attempts (8.0f, 7.0f, 8.5f today) shows pattern of being just beaten without gaining clearance — fatigue risk
possible on third straight route.

Summer of George — Massive class drop from Saratoga MSW (non-competitive 5th by 11 lengths) to MCL
today. First MCL attempt untested. Zero wins in only career start. Regression risk if MSW effort was
reflective of true ability level.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: THROTTLE — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 6-1 to 4-1

The model projects 28% win probability — highest in the field. Throttle is the second-career-start
early-speed horse showing the most dramatic improvement trajectory: debut showed pace-collapse
vulnerability (VULNERABLE rating), but recent MCL start (same distance, 8.5f) demonstrated competitive
ability despite trip interference (bumped 1/16). Trainer Brad Cox: 31% MCL win rate, 1.78 ROl —
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exceptional specialist signal. Jockey Ortiz Jr: 18.5% at KEE meet, 19% in maiden claiming — proven
route-horse handler.

Current morning line 7-5 implies 41.7% win probability — significantly overvaluing this horse's proven MCL
viability at this level. Model calculates 28% edge at even money, making this a significant underlay despite
highest win%. However, the model's win-probability ranking is absolute rule for Win Bet assignment.

Value Assessment: NO VALUE at current 7-5 odds — this is an underlay despite being the model's top
selection. Public is pricing confidence based on second-start improvement and recent MCL competitive
effort.

VALUE PLAY: FLAMING RAINBOW — Confidence 9/10 — Target odds: 2-1 to 5-2

The model projects 26% win probability at 5-2 morning line (28.6% implied). Flaming Rainbow carries elite
late-pace credentials unsurpassed in this field: ELITE Sustained Speed Rating (deceleration < 3.0%),
proven closing pattern across multiple starts, and optimal jockey modifier (Ortiz J.L. 26.7% MCL win rate).
Pace scenario projects moderate early fractions (:23! quarter, :462 half) — exactly the setup favoring
premium closers over early-speed horses.

Current 5-2 undervalues the elite late-pace profile and jockey modifier advantage. Model calculates -2.6%
edge (slight underlay), but VALUE PLAY slot is appropriate here due to narrative pace-setup advantage and
technical speed ranking. This is the race's highest-probability late-moving winner if the pace stays
controlled.

Value Assessment: SLIGHT VALUE — overlay exists when odds drift to 3-1; at 5-2 current, this is
essentially fair value with slight technical advantage.
LONGSHOT PLAY: STEEL GOLDEN — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 8-1+

The model projects 8% win probability at 15-1 morning line (6.3% implied). Steel Golden is flagged by the
Maiden Claiming Screening as a finder-spot tag drop from unlimited MSW to exactly $100k MCL by trainer
West Aaron M, who shows an exceptional 25% MCL win rate and 2.78 ROl — the highest MCL specialist
record in this field. Finder-spot targeting by elite MCL trainers is a legitimate angle: the trainer believes this
horse is overqualified for today's level.

However, concerning form trajectory exists (beaten lengths widening: 1.25 - 7.7 - 8.1), turf-to-dirt
transition after gap, and zero jockey support at KEE. This genuine overlay (1.7% edge) qualifies at 15-1, but
confidence is moderate due to deteriorating recent form.

Genuine overlay exists at 15-1+; play only if odds available at 12-1 or higher.

Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3:

A: THROTTLE — 28% | Model's highest win probability selection
B: FLAMING RAINBOW — 26% | Elite late-pace profile, optimal pace scenario fit

10




7% /ﬁi},\,
RIDERS Lk

C: SUMMIT RIDGE — 15% | Second-career-start developing maiden, STRONG sustained speed,
improvement trajectory

Combined Projected Probability: 69%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING
good

This race features a second-career-start improvement horse (Throttle) facing an elite late-pace closer
(Flaming Rainbow) in a MODERATE pace scenario that naturally favors closed runners. The model's
highest conviction is that this moderate pace setup will develop exactly the kind of closing lanes where
Flaming Rainbow's elite sustained-speed profile dominates. Throttle owns the recent competitive effort and
trainer specialist signal, but the MSW debut pace-collapse vulnerability (VULNERABLE rating) remains
unresolved — recent MCL trip interference masks true stretch acceleration capability. The public has
significantly overvalued Throttle at 7-5 based on recent MCL finish, creating genuine underlay that may
reverse late in betting. Flaming Rainbow's value peaks at 5-2 or higher, positioning this as the race's primary
exploit angle for high-odds closers against public overconfidence in second-start speed horses.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model's framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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