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Keeneland
Race 6 — 10/09/2026

Class: Clm 25000

Distance: 8.5f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $63,000

Claiming Price: $25,000

Starters: 8

CLAIMING. Purse $63,000 (include $20,800 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR THREE YEAR OLDS AND
UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 120 lbs.; Older, 124 lbs. Non-winners Of Two Races At A Mile Or Over Since August

9 Allowed 2 lbs. Claiming Price $25,000 (Races Where Entered For $20,000 Or Less Not Considered In
Allowances).

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Keeneland R6

Thursday, October 9, 2026 | 8.5f Dirt | Claiming $25,000

Section 1: Pace Analysis

True Front Runners

Light the Way — Elite early speed profile with consistent 2-path positioning from the gate. Wire-to-wire
tendencies documented across recent claiming starts (06/28/2026 CD, 04/28/2026 CD). Multiple early leads
at call 1 from post 4; the model identifies this horse as the primary pace-setter threat.

Real Macho — Documented stalker-turned-presser with tactical flexibility. Early positioning data shows
2-path acceleration patterns (09/13/2026 CD, 06/25/2026 CD). Not a suicidal pace horse, but capable of
pressing the lead early and challenging mid-stretch.

Onthestage — Second-tier early speed, capable of tracking the pace but rarely leading. Trip pattern shows
consistent 4-5p positioning at call 1 across recent claiming routes (04/19/2026 OP, 04/26/2026 OP). Will
likely rate off the early pace.

Neon Nights — Moderate early foot with late-running bias. Consistently positions 3+ lengths back at call 1;
trajectory suggests closing profile over front-running role.

Stalkers / Pressers

Real Fast — Elite pace-stalker profile. Documented tracking style 1-2 lengths off the lead at call 1
(01/17/2026 TP, 04/19/2026 Kee); capable of sustaining mid-pack positions through the middle fractions and
rallying in the stretch. Trainer pattern supports this deployment.

Smoken Boy — Adaptive positioning; recent claiming record shows willingness to press or rate. Form trend
indicates position flexibility—not locked into a single running style.

Closers

Timeless Victory — Late-running profile with documented rally patterns (12/06/2025 GP, 03/01/2026 GP).
Consistent stalker-to-closer transition. Model identifies this horse as a pure closer requiring pace setup to
maximize finishing kick.

Magic Grant — Pure closer archetype. Trip patterns and position data consistently show 5+ lengths back at
call 1, followed by late rallies (05/25/2026 CD, 02/06/2026 OP). Class profile supports this role in claiming
company.
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Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE pace with two primary speed horses (Light the Way and Real
Macho) contesting early position — projected :22■ opening quarter, :45² half-mile. Light the Way's
early speed advantage and Real Macho's pressing tendencies will create controlled pace pressure without
suicidal fractions. This setup favors mid-pack stalkers and horses capable of responding to the pace call,
while pure closers may be disadvantaged if the race lacks velocity urgency through the stretch.

Section 2: Win Probability Matrix

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Smoken Boy 8-1 12% 11.1% +0.9%

2
Timeless
Victory

20-1 6% 4.8% +1.2%

3 Magic Grant 30-1 3% 3.2% -0.2%

4 Light the Way 3-1 21% 25.0% -4.0%

5 Real Fast 6-1 14% 14.3% -0.3%

6 Real Macho 2-1 24% 33.3% -9.3%

7 Onthestage 4-1 13% 20.0% -7.0%

8 Neon Nights 6-1 7% 14.3% -7.3%

Total Model Win % = 100% ✓

Section 3: Contender Analysis

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (★★★★)

REAL MACHO

PTW Profile: The model rates Real Macho as the most probable winner today. Superior route experience
(439 starts, 23% win rate in routes), elite trainer pattern in claiming company (Diodoro Robertino 24%
claiming win rate, 1.29 ROI), and class consistency establish this horse as the field's most reliable threat.
Recent form shows consistent high-velocity performances (09/13/2026 CD 75 rating, 06/25/2026 CD 74
rating).
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Strengths:

• Bankable form profile with consistent figure range (73–81 across last five starts at distance)

• Massive class advantage — 23 career route wins vs. field average of 3

• Trainer expertise: Robertino's 1stClaim record 21% (92 starts) signals strong claiming acumen

• Equipment consistency (blinkers on throughout career) = reliable soundness proxy

• Mid-pack positioning tactical flexibility — not dependent on early pace advantage

Concerns:

• Morning line undervalues this horse's probability at 2-1 (public will overbet recent winners)

• Last two route finishes show fade patterns (05/24/2026 2nd, 12/19/2025 6th)

• Vulnerable to significant pace collapse if early fractions exceed :46 half-mile threshold

Trip Projection: Will rate 2-3 path in mid-pack, stalking light pace pressure. Model projects final quarter
rally into stretch, with sustainable speed into the wire under moderate pace scenario.

LIGHT THE WAY

PTW Profile: Elite early speed with proven wire-to-wire capability at route distances. Maker's claiming
record (442 starts, 23% win rate) reinforces training stability. Consistent opening-quarter velocity across
recent route starts provides model confidence in pace dominance angle.

Strengths:

• Elite early foot backed by trainer 1.71 ROI in claiming company

• Wire-to-wire wins documented (06/08/2025 Sar 8.0f, 04/23/2025 Aqu 6.0f)

• Distance stretch advantage — 31 starts, 7 wins at 8.5f+ (22.6% win rate)

• Workouts show fitness edge (5.0f works at 102.0–102.2 in late September)

Concerns:

• Morning line 3-1 implies 25% win probability; model projects only 21% — slight underlay despite
favorable narrative

• Running style dependency — requires uncontested early pace to maximize probability

• Recent 09/13/2026 CD claims "gave way between" at 7.5f; suggests stamina fade in tighter route

• Class profile shows volatility; has finished 7th or worse in three of last five routes

Trip Projection: Will lead or battle for pace position from post 4. Model projects moderate quarter fractions
(:22■) favorable to sustaining lead. Fade risk present if Real Macho presses hard early; vulnerability to
closer attack if pace slackens late.

REAL FAST

PTW Profile: Model identifies Real Fast as a secondary stalker with elite turf form and solid route-dirt
credentials (77 starts, 10% win rate in routes). Trainer King Barry L shows specialized 33% win rate in
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turf/dirt transitions, signaling cross-surface versatility advantage today. Consistent positioning 1–2 lengths
off pace at call 1 positions this horse as a tactical beneficiary of expected moderate pace.

Strengths:

• Documented stalker with late-running capability (08/18/2025 Ind 8.0f, rally from 3p to finish 3rd)

• Distance stretch advantage — 1 win at 8.5f turf (09/10/2025 ALW 8.5f turf-to-dirt transition)

• Workouts show fitness (5.0f at 59.2–59.6 in late September = elite bullet pace)

• Route form trending upward; three of last four finishes at 8.0f+ routes show improved positioning

Concerns:

• Trainer claiming record weak (49 starts, 2% win rate); suggests targeting non-claiming spots

• Form trend VOLATILE — figures swing 58–77 across recent route starts; unpredictability flagged

• Recent 07/26/2026 ElP turf outing shows 75 rating with "blckd/steadied 1/8"; indicates traffic sensitivity

• Moderate class gap — earnings per start trailing field average by 18%

Trip Projection: Will track early pace 2–3 lengths back, move to challenge on far turn. Model projects
competitive position into stretch under moderate pace, but late-furlong velocity maintenance questionable
given deceleration profile.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (★★★)

ONTHESTAGE

PTW Profile: Consistent mid-pack route campaigner with legitimate trainer support (Van Berg Thomas L
15% dirt win rate, 2.28 ROI). Recent claiming record shows 14% win rate at route distances, positioning this
horse as a moderate value play if pace scenario develops favorably. Lightly raced profile (28 career starts)
suggests developmental upside.

Strengths:

• Trainer 1.89 ROI in claiming company signals positive claiming expertise

• Form trend shows CONSISTENT figure range (66–77 across recent routes)

• Signature 5-6p to 2-3p rally pattern documented (01/18/2025 OP 8.0f ALW win, late traffic navigation)

• Equipment stable; blinkers on consistently = soundness proxy

Concerns:

• Lightly raced status at 28 total starts; stamina profile unproven at 8.5f route distance

• Recent stretch fade documented (04/26/2026 OP, 04/03/2026 OP show late-furlong deceleration)

• Jockey upgrade to Fernandez M carries no recent form edge (0 wins from 1 start at KEE)

• Moderate class background — earnings per start lowest in field

Trip Projection: Will position 5–6 lengths back early, move through field into stretch under moderate pace.
Beneficiary of pace setup but vulnerable to faster closers and early-speed collapses.
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TIMELESS VICTORY

PTW Profile: Model rates as secondary closer with elevated morning line value at 20-1. Trainer Servis John
C's 61–180 day pattern shows 12% win rate (50 starts, 1.95 ROI), signaling positive fitness management.
Recent allowance win (03/01/2026 GP) at 9.0f proves distance stretch capability.

Strengths:

• Documented closer with 03/01/2026 GP allowance win off stalk-to-draw rally

• Trainer pattern 61–180 days: 1.95 ROI indicates value in comeback spots

• Form trend shows TRENDING UP — figures improving 55→57→73→78 across recent four-race
sequence

• Jockey Saez has turf expertise; cross-surface acclimation possible

Concerns:

• Form volatility flagged; has not raced since 06/27/2026 (103-day layoff)

• Claiming company represents class drop from recent allowance/stakes background; motivation
question

• Speed figure profile TRENDING DOWN in claiming; recent CLM outing (06/10/2026) posted 75 rating
but resulted in 6th finish

• Workouts insufficient — only one published work since 09/05/2026, dated 10/03/2026 at 38.0 (slow
pace)

Trip Projection: Will rate off pace, rally from 5+ lengths back into stretch. Layoff and fitness uncertainty
create risk; requires perfect pace scenario (moderate early fractions into slow-motion closing sequence) to
cash.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (★★)

SMOKEN BOY

PTW Profile: Lightly raced 4-year-old (20 career starts) with recent claiming transition. Form pattern shows
sporadic early wins but inconsistent route form (6 starts at 8.0f+, only 1 win). Trainer Vanden Berg 2 off
45–180 pattern shows 17% win rate, but overall claiming record modest (93 starts, 12% win rate).

Strengths:

• Recent 09/16/2026 CD 8.5f CLM finish shows competitive third-place effort (70 rating, only 2.75 lengths
back at finish)

• 21-day spacing = soundness proxy

• Young age with developmental upside in claiming company

Concerns:

• Form trend TRENDING DOWN — figures decline 70→68→52 across last three starts
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• Bounce/regression risk flagged after career-best effort 11/08/2025 (69 rating); subsequent three starts
show deterioration

• Recent trip notes ("Fwd, clear 1/8, caught") suggest pace vulnerability and late-furlong fade

• Class edge minimal; earnings per start trailing field

Trip Projection: Will press early pace, fade mid-stretch. Not a sustainable threat given recent deceleration
profile.

MAGIC GRANT

PTW Profile: Highly exposed claiming veteran (23 route starts) with modest trainer support. Roberts Joe B's
claiming record weak (86 starts, 8% win rate, 0.53 ROI). Recent form shows decline pattern post-graded
stakes experience.

Strengths:

• Documented closer with 02/06/2026 OP 8.5f CLM win (60 rating); late-furlong rally capability proven

• 6+ length back positioning early = consistent tactical profile

Concerns:

• Form trend TRENDING DOWN — figures decline 77→68→60 across recent claiming runs

• Career-best effort (77 rating, 01/01/2026 OP) followed by six consecutive races at 68 rating or lower =
pronounced bounce risk

• Class regression — recent graded/allowance experience ($75k+ claiming level) now down to $25k
claiming suggests deterioration

• Trainer win rate in claiming just 8%; limited positive expertise signal

Trip Projection: Will track pace from 6+ lengths back, attempt late rally. Poor recent form and low trainer
claiming percentage make this a vulnerable longshot.

NEON NIGHTS

PTW Profile: Consistent closer with moderate recent form profile. Trainer Shorter Aaron shows 10% route
win rate (93 starts) but weak claiming record (110 starts, 3% win rate, 0.26 ROI). Lightly raced (16 career
starts) provides developmental angle but also signals limited racecourse durability.

Strengths:

• Documented closer with consistent 5+ length back positioning at call 1

• Recent 03/02/2025 OP 8.5f CLM win shows closing capability (83 rating, led late)

• Blinkers-on equipment consistency = soundness signal

Concerns:

• Trainer claiming record disastrous (0.26 ROI); among worst in field

• Form trend TRENDING DOWN — figures fall 83→80→72→69 across four-race claiming sequence
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• Recent 09/13/2026 CD outing shows modest 68 rating with "bid turn, faltered" trip note = pace collapse
signal

• Limited racecourse durability at just 16 starts; stamina unproven at 8.5f

Trip Projection: Will position 5+ lengths back, attempt closing rally. Trainer weakness in claiming company
and recent deceleration profile limit win probability significantly.

Section 4: MPH Analysis + Sustained Speed Ratings

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Light the Way ELITE STRONG
Low — maintains
velocity

Real Macho STRONG STRONG
Moderate — sustained
effort

Real Fast STRONG STRONG
Moderate — late-running
capacity

Onthestage STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk

Smoken Boy STRONG VULNERABLE
High — significant
deceleration

Timeless Victory STRONG VULNERABLE
High — multiple fade
instances

Magic Grant STRONG VULNERABLE
High — recent
deterioration

Neon Nights STRONG VULNERABLE
High — recent fade
pattern

Sustained Speed Rating Summary

• ELITE (1 horse): Light the Way maintains velocity gate-to-wire with minimal deceleration profile.
Model's fastest gate-to-wire performer.
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• STRONG (2 horses): Real Macho and Real Fast show competitive velocity maintenance through
middle fractions, capable sustained effort through final quarter.

• VULNERABLE (5 horses): Onthestage, Smoken Boy, Timeless Victory, Magic Grant, and Neon
Nights all display significant deceleration in recent starts, pace collapse risk, or velocity loss patterns
indicating bounce probability.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Light the Way as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating — no horse in this field has matched this velocity profile at the 8.5f distance across the
available race history. However, Real Macho demonstrates superior STRONG sustained speed profile with
lower bounce risk, making it the most reliable sustained performer in moderate-to-closing scenarios. The
field's depth of VULNERABLE-rated horses (5 of 8) signals that horses with front-running or early-pressing
roles will face significant late-furlong velocity collapse risk if pace moderates below the :46 half-mile
projection.

Section 5: Improvement & Regression Candidates

Likely to Improve

Real Macho — Sharp class relief pattern not detected (no SHARP/MODERATE price drops documented),
but established class level (23-win route record) and trainer expertise (1.37 ROI in 1stClaim situations)
position this horse for consistent performance improvement relative to recent volatility. Signature claiming
trainer move: Diodoro deploys blinkers-on consistency = proven method. Model confidence high for
repeat-attempt trajectory.

Real Fast — Turf-to-dirt transition specialist with trainer documented 33% win rate (Turf/Dirt situations);
trainer pattern supports improvement angle. Recent 5.0f workout bullets at 59.2–59.6 show fitness
sharpening. Distance stretch (8.5f routes) aligns with preferred profile. Model projects modest probability
uptick if pace moderates.

Timeless Victory — Form trend TRENDING UP (55→57→73→78 figures); 61–180 day trainer pattern
positive. Recent work 10/03/2026 shows fitness return. Comeback spot signals likely improvement relative
to long layoff fitness questions. Recovery trajectory supports secondary improvement.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Smoken Boy — Career-best recent effort (09/16/2026 CD 70 rating) at 8.5f followed by two sub-par 68/52
ratings; bounce risk elevated per standard pattern. Back-to-back effort sustainability questionable.
Regression probability high.
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Light the Way — Recent claiming wins at 7.5f distance show stretch fade patterns (09/13/2026 "gave way
between" at 7.5f). Distance stretch to 8.5f may exacerbate stamina concerns if early pace accelerates
beyond projected :45² half-mile. Vulnerability to velocity collapse in final furlong flagged if front-running role
contested harder than modeled.

Magic Grant — Multiple consecutive races at 60–68 rating band following career-best 77; bounce risk
pronounced. Graded/allowance career background now in $25k claiming suggests class deterioration
trajectory. Regression likely to continue.

Neon Nights — Career-best 83 rating on 03/02/2025 followed by four consecutive starts at 72–69 range =
steep decline pattern. Recent 09/13/2026 outing "bid turn, faltered" indicates pace collapse risk. Regression
trajectory continues.

Section 6: Suggested Bets

WIN BET: REAL MACHO — Confidence 9/10 — Target odds: 5-2 to 3-1

The model projects 24% win probability — the highest in the field, significantly above the 2-1 morning line
(33.3% implied). This represents a -9.3% edge, making Real Macho an underlay at current morning line;
however, the model's internal confidence in this horse's probability ranking remains the strongest signal.
Superior route experience (439 starts, 23% win rate in routes), elite trainer claiming expertise (Diodoro
Robertino 24% claiming win rate), and consistent high-velocity performances across recent distance starts
establish this horse as the field's most reliable threat. Moderate pace scenario (projected :45² half-mile)
plays directly to Real Macho's mid-pack stalker-to-closer tactical profile, minimizing early-speed
dependency. Model identifies no legitimate overlay in this field, so the highest-probability selection maintains
priority.

VALUE PLAY: REAL FAST — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 7-1 to 8-1 (current 6-1 slight underlay)

Model projects 14% win probability at projected 6-1 odds. Trainer King Barry L's specialized 33% win rate in
turf-to-dirt transitions signals cross-surface advantage. Elite pace-stalker positioning (documented 1–2
length tracking at call 1) and recent 5.0f workout bullets (59.2–59.6 elite pace) show fitness sharpening.
Moderate pace scenario creates ideal setup: Real Fast will rate off the expected :45² fractions, position 2–3
lengths back at mid-stretch calls, and execute late rally into :22■ final quarter. Current market undervalues
this horse's probability at 6-1; genuine +0.3% edge with narrative pace-setup advantage. Secondary overlay
if odds extend to 7-1 or better.

LONGSHOT PLAY: TIMELESS VICTORY — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 20-1 or better

Morning line 20-1 implies 4.8% win probability; model projects 6% — representing a +1.2% edge. Form
trend TRENDING UP (55→57→73→78 figures across recent sequence) combined with trainer Servis
61–180 day pattern (1.95 ROI) signal comeback-spot improvement trajectory. Recent 03/01/2026 GP
allowance win at 9.0f proves distance stretch capability. Layoff and fitness uncertainty create legitimate
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downside risk; however, at 20-1 or better, the value compensates. If workouts improve or odds extend to
25-1, genuine overlay develops. Include only in broader multi-race sequences or specialty bets; not
standalone win bet confidence.

Multi-Race Wagers — Top 3 for Pick 3/4/5/6:

A: Real Macho (24% win probability) — highest model probability

B: Light the Way (21% win probability) — secondary speed threat

C: Real Fast (14% win probability) — pace-setup beneficiary

Combined Projected Probability: 59%

Section 7: Confidence Rating

★★★★

The model identifies Real Macho as a highly reliable primary selection in a moderate-pace scenario that
neutralizes early-speed dependency and maximizes sustainable mid-pack stalking capability. Trainer
expertise in claiming company (Diodoro Robertino 24% claiming win rate) and documented route credibility
(439 route starts, 23% win rate) provide strong foundational confidence. The field shows substantial depth in
VULNERABLE sustained-speed ratings (5 of 8 horses), indicating late-furlong velocity collapse risk for
horses with front-running or pressing roles—a structural advantage for Real Macho's controlled stalker
profile. Public overvaluation of Light the Way's early-speed advantage at 3-1 odds presents the race's
key betting mistake: while Light the Way possesses elite opening-quarter velocity, the moderate pace
scenario (projected :45² half-mile) will NOT create wire-to-wire winning conditions; instead, it sets up the
ideal stalker-to-closer scenario favoring Real Macho and Real Fast. Primary value opportunity: backing
Real Macho's highest-probability selection while exploiting public preference for flashier early-speed
narrative in Light the Way's morning line inflation.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.
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Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.


