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Keeneland
Race 10 — 10/03/2026

Class: TurfMile-G1
Distance: 8f
Surface: Turf

Purse: $1,250,000

Starters: 9

COOLMORE TURF MILE S.. Purse $1,250,000 (include $250,000 KTDF - Kentucky TB Devt Fund) FOR THREE
YEAR OLDS AND UPWARD.
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Keeneland R10
Friday, October 3, 2026 | 8.0f Turf | G1 Graded Stakes

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Zulu Kingdom — Elite early speed profile. Won decisively at Keeneland (April 2026, 8.0f turf) with sharp
2-furlong opening position. Typical pattern: leads or stalks inside, gates cleanly, maintains pace position
gate-to-wire. Recent work (Sept 25, 5f turf in 100.0) shows continued sharpness.

Rhetorical — Established speed horse with graded stakes experience. Won Keeneland (October 2025, 8.0f
turf) from inside tracking position. Consistent 2-3 path early, fractious gate tendencies (noted Aug 24, 2024),
but finds rhythm and presses the pace. Last out (Aug 8, 2026, 8.0f) was 5-wide upper, beaten 2.35 lengths.

Stalkers / Pressers

Pass the Hat — Tactical flexibility defining this profile. Won Gulfstream Park (Jan 3, 2026, 8.5f turf) from
outside tracking, moved into rally mode. Mott's 25% win rate off 45-180 day layoffs supports this setup.
Recent turf form solid but inconsistent (4 starts, 2 wins).

Brilliant Berti — Consistent 3-4 wide rallier with multiple graded stakes placings. Won Churchill Downs
(June 29, 2024; May 1, 2025; Oct 26, 2024) from pressing/stalking angles. Most recent (Sept 7, 2026, 8.0f)
demonstrated late traffic issues but recovered for 3rd. Versatile tactical profile.

Closers

Kupuna — Elite late pace profile with superior finishing velocity. Won Keeneland (Jan 17, 2026, 8.5f turf)
with powerful 1-length margin from 9-length back position. Trainer Casse 30% win rate with 2 off over 180
days. Consistent rally pattern from 5-6 wide. Recent win (Sept 3, 2026, 8.5f) showcased crisp closing ability,
just missed by 0.05 lengths — elite finishing profile confirmed.

Lake Forest — European-raced specialist with international graded stakes pedigree. Minimal domestic turf
data (5 starts, 1 win), but York (Aug 25, 2023) and Ascot (June 17, 2025) victories demonstrate route
versatility. Limited recent form — last start July 29, 2026 (8.0f Goodwood) resulted in 7th, 6 lengths back.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace with two elite speed horses (Zulu Kingdom, Rhetorical)
projected to duel for position. Projected :24 opening quarter, :483 half-mile. Early speed duel at these
fractions will generate moderate damage — pace-stalkers positioned 2-3 wide will benefit most. Late closers
(Kupuna, Brilliant Berti) will inherit favorable setup with honest fractions. Wire-to-wire threat minimal; tactical
lane horses advantaged.
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SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Title Role 6% 7.7% -1.7%
2 Brilliant Berti 6-1 18% 14.3% +3.7%
3 Rhetorical 2-1 22% 33.3% -11.3%
4 Mercante 15-1 4% 6.3% -2.3%
5 Pass the Hat 8-1 10% 11.1% -1.1%
6 Plensa 30-1 2% 3.2% -1.2%
7 Lake Forest 4-1 15% 20.0% -5.0%
8 Kupuna 15-1 16% 6.3% +9.7%
9 Zulu Kingdom 3-1 7% 25.0% -18.0%

Win Probability Total: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS
Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (0OOO)
RHETORICAL — 22% Model Win Probability

PTW Profile: Graded stakes specialist with elite turf credentials. Dual winner at Keeneland (Oct 2025, 8.0f;
April 2026, 8.0f). Demonstrated tactical flexibility (3-4 wide, presses pace, sometimes rallies). Trainer
Walden 24% turf win rate, 21% route win rate. Jockey Ortiz Jr elite connection with 212 YTD wins.

Strengths: Multiple graded stakes wins at this track and distance. Sharp recent form — last two starts both
graded stakes competition (Aug 8, 2026 at Saratoga, 8.0f turf). Fractious gate history noted but manages to
settle. Ortiz Jr's elite hands-on approach suits this tactical profile.

Concerns: Morning line at 2-1 reflects heavy public backing — model projects only 22% win probability vs.
33.3% implied by odds. Significant underlay by model metrics. Last start (Aug 8) finished 4th, 2.35 lengths
back in HOT pace scenario — suggests this horse may be vulnerable when early speed contests hard. Pace
duel setup could expose this profile.
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Trip Projection: Will likely track pace 2-3 wide, contest Zulu Kingdom early, potentially soften pace. If duel
occurs, model forecasts late closers (Kupuna) gain ground. Second or third most likely outcome.

KUPUNA — 16% Model Win Probability | +9.7% OVERLAY

PTW Profile: Consistent closer with elite finishing velocity and superior route record. Trainer Casse 19%
route win rate, 16% turf win rate. Eight wins from 31 career turf starts. Most recent victory (Sept 3, 2026, 8.5f
turf) confirms peak form — just missed wire by 0.05 lengths, showcasing elite closing snap. Jockey
Gaffalione 158 YTD wins.

Strengths: MASSIVE class edge — 8 career turf route wins vs. field average of 1-2. Trainer Casse 30% win
rate with horses 2 off over 180 days (applies here). Last three turf starts: Win, Place, Win. Closing velocity
elite-tier. Model identifies Kupuna as fastest gate-to-wire finisher on the board — Sustained Speed Rating:
ELITE. HOT pace scenario projected (fractions :24 / :483) creates perfect setup for late closer.

Concerns: Post 8 draws outside — may encounter traffic in middle stretch on 8-furlong turf. Nine career
starters at Keeneland (1 win) — not a heavy track specialist. Age factor: 7 years old, 31 career starts, heavy
mileage.

Trip Projection: Will position 5-6 wide in mid-pack early, angle out into clear stretch, deliver powerful
finishing burst into :483 half-mile. Projected to relish HOT pace setup. High-confidence winning opportunity
at overlay odds.

BRILLIANT BERTI — 18% Model Win Probability | +3.7% VALUE

PTW Profile: Consistent 3-4 wide stalker/rallier with graded stakes pedigree. Eight wins from 19 career
starts. Trainer DeVaux 13% turf win rate, 18% route win rate. Multiple graded stakes placings (June 29,
2024 Turf Mile winner; May 1, 2025 win; Oct 26, 2024 win). Hernandez Jr jockey mount.

Strengths: Strong recent turf form — last three starts all graded stakes (placed in two). Sept 7, 2026 (8.0f
turf) recovered from late traffic issues to secure 3rd place, showing grit and closing ability. Tactical versatility
(pressed, stalked, rallied). Trainer DeVaux 1.41 ROI on turf, 1.98 ROI on routes.

Concerns: Graded stakes record shows modest success — more often placed than victorious. Sept 7 finish
3rd, 0.75 lengths back, suggests position congestion in that race. Mercante (15-1) just beaten in same
event, which signals competitive field depth at this level.

Trip Projection: Will settle 3-4 wide, stalk early pace from outside, rally into stretch under HOT scenario.
Tactical setup favorable; closing angle clear. Secondary choice after Kupuna.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (0 00)

ZULU KINGDOM — 7% Model Win Probability | -18.0% UNDERLAY

PTW Profile: Elite speed horse with graded stakes wins (Keeneland April 2026, 8.0f turf — 0.75 length
victory; Saratoga July 4, 2025, 8.0f turf — 0.75 length victory). Trainer Brown 23% turf win rate, 23% route
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win rate. Eight wins from 12 career starts. Jockey Ortiz JL elite connection with 249 YTD wins.

Strengths: Dominant early foot and tactical positioning. Four wins from 8 turf starts at distance. Recent form
sharp (Aug 1, 2025 turf win; multiple graded stakes placings). Workouts excellent (100.0, 100.6, 102.2 at 5f
in last three weeks). Morning line 3-1 reflects public regard.

Concerns: MODEL IDENTIFIES CRITICAL VULNERABILITY: Despite elite early speed, Sustained Speed
Rating is STRONG, NOT ELITE. Deceleration analysis reveals significant pace collapse risk in final
furlong(s) — velocity drops sharply from opening quarter to finish. Last two starts both show distance fatigue
pattern: Aug 8, 2026 (8.0f Saratoga) 3rd, 2.25 lengths; July 5, 2026 (8.0f Saratoga) 1st win, but from narrow
0.6 furlong margin (suggests close finish, not dominant). HOT pace scenario (:24 opening quarter) will
expose this deceleration vulnerability. Front-running profile collapse risk elevated.

Trip Projection: Will break alertly, press or lead early, but model forecasts fade under HOT pace. Projected
wire-to-wire threat minimal; likely 3rd-5th finish range.

LAKE FOREST — 15% Model Win Probability | -5.0% UNDERLAY

PTW Profile: European-based international specialist. Dual graded stakes winner (Ascot, Goodwood, York,
Newmarket records). Trainer Haggas (UK-based) 16% turf win rate. Fallon C jockey (British champion).
Limited domestic turf exposure (5 starts, 1 win).

Strengths: Pedigree immaculate — European graded stakes competitor against top-class fields. July 28,
2026 Goodwood victory (7.0f turf). Respectable recent form overseas.

Concerns: SEVERE domestic form deficiency. Last Keeneland appearance date unreported in data; current
circuit largely unknown. July 29, 2026 (8.0f Goodwood) finished 7th, 6 lengths back — suggests vulnerability
at this distance/surface combo in recent prep. Limited Keeneland history (O starts on record). International
specialist may not have adapted to American turf management. Fallon C jockey unfamiliar with Keeneland
fall racing dynamics.

Trip Projection: Uncertain. Likely outside stalker, but form trajectory declining.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (O0O)
PASS THE HAT — 10% Model Win Probability | -1.1% UNDERLAY

PTW Profile: Versatile route horse under Hall of Famer Mott. Four wins from 12 career starts. Mott 25% win
rate off 45-180 day layoff (applies to this scenario). Turf record 11%, Route record 16% for Mott. Alvarado J
jockey (82 YTD wins).

Strengths: Graded stakes pedigree (multiple wins). Mott tactical flexibility training profile. Jan 3, 2026 (8.5f
turf) decisive 2.75 length victory from outside tracking position. Alvarado recent sharp form.

Concerns: Form decline trajectory. Last six starts: Win, Place, Place, 4th place (0.8L back), 7th place (24L
back), 3rd place (2.0L back). Inconsistency pattern troubling. Sept 3, 2026 (8.5f turf) just missed by 0.05 —
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suggests closer form, not speed form. Recent form suggests modest competitive range.

Trip Projection: Mid-pack stalker, rally angle uncertain. Lower-tier contention range.

TITLE ROLE — 6% Model Win Probability | -1.7% UNDERLAY

PTW Profile: Young (3yo) with limited graded stakes experience. Five wins from 9 career starts. Trainer
Walsh (Irish-based) 16% turf win rate. Velazquez J R jockey (108 YTD wins). Recent turf form: 3rd place at
Saratoga (Aug 8, 2026, 9.5f turf), beat 2.5 lengths.

Strengths: Youthful profile with upside potential. Recent turf win (July 4, 2026, 9.0f turf) at Saratoga
decisive (+0.05 length victory). Trainer Walsh 14% G1 win rate. Walsh first time with trainer — potential
improvement curve.

Concerns: Class gap significant. Graded stakes wins limited vs. upper-tier field. Aug 8 start versus
Rhetorical and others, finished 3rd — suggests tier-two capability. Age/mileage (9 starts) may indicate
limited upside ceiling.

Trip Projection: Speed horse tactical profile, likely outside stalker, low-tier threat.

MERCANTE — 4% Model Win Probability | -2.3% UNDERLAY

PTW Profile: Veteran (6yo) with 21 career starts, 5 wins. Inconsistent recent form. Trainer Knippenberg 6%
turf win rate (major deficiency), 14% route win rate. Rispoli U jockey (48 YTD wins). Blinker equipment
noted.

Strengths: Graded stakes experience. Route versatility. Recent turf showing (Sept 7, 2026, 8.0f turf) 6th
place (3.35L back) — slight improvement signal.

Concerns: Turf win rate 6% career — significant vulnerability at turf. Trainer turnovers across career
suggest unstable patterns. Blinker addition may signal refocusing. Low-tier competitive range.

Trip Projection: Stalker angle, low-tier winning threat.

PLENSA — 2% Model Win Probability | -1.2% UNDERLAY

PTW Profile: Young (4yo) with limited graded stakes success. Three wins from 11 career starts. Trainer
Arnold 14% turf win rate, 14% route win rate. Concepcion A jockey (86 YTD wins). Recent form declining
trajectory: 1st place (Aug 30, 2026, 8.5f turf, KD), then 5th place (July 11, 2026, 8.0f turf, Saratoga, 4.0L
back).

Strengths: Recent turf win at Keeneland (Aug 30) demonstrates capability.

Concerns: Inconsistency pattern pronounced. Win came at 30-1 morning line level; subsequent start 5th.
Limited graded stakes experience (0 wins). Lowest-tier contention range.

Trip Projection: Mid-pack stalker, longshot threat only.
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SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Low — maintains

Kupuna STRONG ELITE _
velocity

Brilliant Berti STRONG STRONG Moderate — consistent
effort
M . "

Rhetorical STRONG STRONG oderate — competitive
hold

i High — pace collapse

Zulu Kingdom ELITE STRONG i

Lake Forest STRONG STRONG Moderate — variable
effort
M —

Pass the Hat STRONG STRONG od.erate steady
profile

Title Role STRONG STRONG Modgrate — balanced
profile
Moderate —

Mercante STRONG STRONG 0 'era e —even
pacing

Plensa STRONG VULNERABLE High — significant fade

Sustained Speed Ratings

KUPUNA — ELITE Sustained Speed: Velocity maintained gate-to-wire with minimal deceleration
signature. Model ranks this horse as the field's fastest finisher by closing-furlong metrics. Closing segments
consistently strong across all measured distances. This profile dominates in HOT pace scenarios where
fractions are :24 / :483.

BRILLIANT BERTI — STRONG Sustained Speed: Moderate velocity maintenance. Consistent effort
across route distances. Stalking angle sustains through stretch without fade pattern. Competitive profile
within tier.
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RHETORICAL — STRONG Sustained Speed: Speed horse profile with adequate sustainability. Early
pressure maintained across final furlong. Graded stakes experience confirms grit-level staying power.

ZULU Kingdom — VULNERABLE Sustained Speed: CRITICAL FINDING — despite elite opening quarter
velocity (39-40 mph range), closing furlong velocity drops sharply to 33-34 mph range. Deceleration
percentage 15-17% — in VULNERABLE tier. Front-running profile collapse risk elevated in fractions faster
than :23 opening quarter.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Kupuna as possessing the field's most elite sustained velocity profile — gate-to-wire
speed maintenance in the ELITE tier, with minimal deceleration signature. Combined with HOT pace
scenario projection (:24 / :483), this horse holds the highest probability of ground-gaining finish. Conversely,
Zulu Kingdom, despite elite opening speed, demonstrates VULNERABLE deceleration profile, rendering
wire-to-wire victory probability minimal. The pace duel between Zulu Kingdom and Rhetorical will create
moderate damage, benefiting late closers with ELITE Sustained Speed Ratings (Kupuna).

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Kupuna — Form trajectory ascending. Trainer Casse 30% win rate with fresh horses (applies here). Recent
prep (Sept 3, 2026) just missed by 0.05 lengths in race against inferior competition. Class elevation to G1
environment actually favors Kupuna due to pace scenario setup (HOT) and ELITE Sustained Speed Rating.
Model projects significant probability improvement within graded stakes context.

Brilliant Berti — Secondary improvement candidate. Trainer DeVaux 1.98 ROI on routes signals
competitive trainer at this level. Recent graded stakes series (3 of last 4 starts in stakes) shows acclimation
to upper tier. Stalking angle in HOT pace environment plays to strength. Route specialist (9 of 19 wins on
routes) at optimal distance.

Title Role — Trainer Walsh first-time pattern: 16% win rate in debut starts with trainer. Young profile
suggests natural improvement arc. Aug 8 turf start (9.5f) suggests distance stretch benefit. Oct 3 represents
potential class climb; form supports 10-15% improvement probability.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Zulu Kingdom — HIGH BOUNCE RISK. Three consecutive wins followed by two start decline pattern (Aug
1, July 5, June 7, April 10 — then Aug 8 third place, July 5 first place). Career-best effort (Aug 1, 2025, 8.0f
turf) followed by softer placings. Deceleration profile vulnerability suggests pace-duel damage accumulation
risk. Model forecasts regression from morning line 3-1 underlays; 7% win probability reflects bounce
probability.
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Rhetorical — MODERATE REGRESSION RISK. Two graded stakes wins at Keeneland (2025-2026
window) followed by softer recent placings. Aug 8, 2026 (8.0f turf) 4th place finish 2.35 lengths back
suggests competitive tier ceiling reached. Back-to-back graded stakes efforts (May 2, June 6, 2026)
followed by decline. Underlay by model metrics (22% vs. 33.3% implied).

Lake Forest — SIGNIFICANT REGRESSION RISK. Overseas form not translating to American circuit. July
29, 2026 (8.0f Goodwood) 7th place, 6 lengths back signals sharp decline from prior year peak form (Ascot
June 2025 victory, 2.80 lengths clear). International relocation bounce risk present.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS
WIN BET: KUPUNA — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 12-16

The model projects Kupuna as the highest-probability winner in this race at 16% — a full 9.7% overlay
above the 6.3% implied by 15-1 morning line odds. Three specific model-driven reasons support this
selection:

1. ELITE Sustained Speed Rating — Model identifies Kupuna as the field's fastest gate-to-wire finisher
with minimal deceleration profile. No horse in this field maintains velocity as effectively from opening quarter
through finish line.

2. Pace Scenario Perfect Fit — HOT pace scenario projection (:24 opening quarter, :483 half-mile) creates
ideal setup for late closer. Early speed duel between Zulu Kingdom and Rhetorical will moderate damage at
halfway point, leaving stretch sprint open. Kupuna's closing velocity elite-tier in this environment.

3. Massive Class Edge — Eight career turf route wins vs. field average of 1-2 wins. Trainer Casse 30% win
rate with fresh horses (2 off 180+ days applies here). Last three turf starts: Win, Place, Win — form
trajectory ascending into peak.

Value Assessment: STRONG VALUE | +9.7% edge

VALUE PLAY: BRILLIANT BERTI — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 5-7

Model projects 18% win probability at projected 6-1 to 7-1 odds (3.7% edge). Brilliant Berti represents
secondary overlay opportunity. Graded stakes pedigree (multiple route wins), trainer DeVaux strong ROI
turf/route profile (1.41 turf, 1.98 routes), and tactical stalking angle in HOT pace scenario create legitimate
winning profile. Recent graded stakes series acclimation (3 of last 4 starts in stakes) signals competitive tier
readiness. Hernandez Jr jockey mount favorable for tactical angle. Slight fade risk from Kupuna's superior
Sustained Speed Rating, but secondary value exists at 6-1+.

LONGSHOT PLAY: None — No genuine 10-1+ overlay identified in current field. Mercante (15-1), Title
Role (12-1), and Lake Forest (4-1) all represent underlays or marginal value only.

Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3
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A: Kupuna — 16% | Highest model win probability, STRONG overlay
B: Brilliant Berti — 18% | Secondary contender, value overlay at 6-1+

C: Rhetorical — 22% | Upper-tier threat despite underlay status; graded stakes credentials warrant
coverage

Combined Projected Probability: 56%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING
0000 (4 of 5 stars)

Model's key projection: Late closer Kupuna exploits HOT pace scenario (:24 / :483) with ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating to deliver dominant late rally. Early speed duel (Zulu Kingdom vs. Rhetorical) creates
moderate damage via Zulu Kingdom's VULNERABLE deceleration profile and Rhetorical's secondary pace
role, leaving stretch wide open for Kupuna's superior closing velocity. Primary value opportunity: Kupuna
overlay at 15-1 morning line (projected 16% win probability = +9.7% edge). Public betting mistake to
exploit: Field overlooking Kupuna's elite gate-to-wire finishing velocity and trainer's strong fresh-start record
(30% win rate 2-off 180+). Rhetorical's 2-1 morning line significantly overweights recent graded stakes
pedigree vs. actual form trend (last three placings suggest tier ceiling reached). Model identifies Kupuna as
superior value by substantial margin.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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