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Horseshoe Indianapolis
Race 3 — 10/21/2026

Class: Md Sp Wt 43k

Distance: 6f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $43,520

Starters: 6

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT. Purse $43,520 (include $11,520 State Bred) FOR MAIDENS, THREE YEARS OLD
AND UPWARD. Three Year Olds, 120 lbs.; Older, 124 lbs.

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Horseshoe Indianapolis R3

Tuesday, October 21, 2026 | 6f Dirt | Maiden Special Weight

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Final Countdown — This is the field's most decorated speed horse. The model identifies consistent early
positioning across 14 career starts, with multiple gate-to-wire and stalking patterns. Most recent outing
(09/29/2026, IND 6f MSW) shows him leading at Call 1 and Call 2 before fading late — classic
pace-compromised runner in contested early tempo. Previous efforts at turf (08/07/2026 ElP 5.5f,
07/17/2026 ElP 5.5f) confirm elite foot, with finishing position deterioration suggesting endurance questions
at sprint distances.

Nacua — First-time starter with gate work noted (09/23/2026). No racing history, but workout pattern shows
consistency. Cannot confirm early speed tendency without race data; model projects him as a secondary
speed threat based on pedigree (Core Beliefs sire affinity for early positioning).

Cool Cat Boots — First-time starter with sharp recent work (10/06/2026 ElP 3f, 37.2 recorded as bullet gate
work equivalent). Workout dates cluster within racing fitness window. Speed profile unknown pending debut.

Stalkers / Pressers

Mahmoud's Cloud — Documented stalking pattern in most recent MSW effort (09/29/2026). Positioned 4th
at Call 1, moved into 3rd position by Call 2, but faded to 4th at finish. Prior MCL route outing (07/07/2026
IND 8f turf) shows him trailing badly before stretching to 8th at finish. Sprint distance may suit his pressing
style more than the longer turf route.

Ain't Dere No Mo — Limited MSW experience (0-for-1 at the distance). Most recent outing (09/28/2026 IND
8.5f turf MCL) shows him trailing throughout — 9th call positions across the board. Class drop from MCL turf
to MSW dirt sprint represents significant setup shift. Prior MSW dirt effort (02/12/2026 DeD 8f) shows he
co-led at Call 1 before weakening — speed capability confirmed, but distance and surface switching suggest
tactical volatility.

Closers

Pharoah Kidd — First-time starter with no prior race data. All workouts at FP (Fair Grounds training) in
recent weeks. No closing profile established; pure speed-on-speed projection pending debut performance.

Pace Scenario Projection
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MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace — Final Countdown's documented speed advantage projects him to
lead through the opening quarter (estimated :22²) and half-mile (:45¹). Secondary speed threat from Nacua
or Cool Cat Boots' possible early foot creates two-horse or three-horse scenario at minimum. Projected
half-mile of :45¹ is moderate-to-fast for 6f MSW dirt, indicating pace-stalker and closer setup will be
competitive. Speed duel at opening quarter will expose stamina-compromised runners; closers holding
steady positions off the pace will have tactical advantage in the stretch.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Nacua 8/5 24% 38.5% -14.5%

2
Final
Countdown

3/1 28% 25.0% +3.0%

3 Pharoah Kidd 8/1 12% 11.1% +0.9%

4
Ain't Dere No
Mo

8/1 15% 11.1% +3.9%

5
Mahmoud's
Cloud

9/2 16% 18.2% -2.2%

6 Cool Cat Boots 6/1 5% 14.3% -9.3%

Total: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS ★★★★

Final Countdown — PTW Profile: Model rates this lightly-raced gelding as the field's most consistent
maiden with documented elite early speed and experience base (14 starts, multiple tracks, turf and dirt).
Recent MSW performance shows he can contend with competition, though stamina-to-distance questions
persist. Connections (Jockey Achard A, Trainer Pompell Robert) are both accomplished in maiden company
with strong baseline statistics.

Strengths:

• Proven early speed across 14 career races — leads early, stalks within striking position
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• Recent MSW sprint efforts confirm distance fit relative to turf route history

• Trainer Pompell Robert posts 7% MSW win rate with 80 starts — consistent baseline in maiden special
weight

• Jockey Achard A: 18.8% meet win rate (229 starts), strong maiden-claiming record (38-win in 167
starts, 22.8% rate)

• Route-to-sprint transition from turf should improve stamina profile for 6f dirt

Concerns:

• Career 0-for-14 record — persistent maiden despite multiple races and reasonable efforts

• Pace collapse pattern evident in last three dirt MSW starts — opens fast (:22¹–:22■), closes
moderately to slowly, loses position in final furlong

• Deceleration vulnerability in sprint context — 6f may expose lack of sustainable closing velocity

• Trainer's overall MSW ROI weak at 1.59 (80 starts) — suggests limited breakthrough capability in
maiden company

Trip Projection: Final Countdown projects to break alertly and lead through :22² opening quarter, contested
through :45¹ half-mile by Nacua or Cool Cat Boots' early speed. Model expects him to hold third or fourth
position entering stretch before fading to 3rd–5th at finish if pace pressure materializes.

Ain't Dere No Mo — PTW Profile: Gelding stepping down sharply from MCL turf to MSW dirt sprint —
classic class relief spot. Limited MSW experience (0-for-1), but recent MCL turf route outing shows sufficient
movement capability. Trainer Sanchez Emma J and jockey Burgos A form a familiar partnership with
documented success in MSW/MCL sprint company (Trainer: 22% sprint win rate in maiden-claiming;
Jockey: 12% overall but 22.8% MCL maidens).

Strengths:

• Significant class drop from MCL turf route to MSW dirt sprint — public may overlook relief angle

• Prior MSW dirt effort (02/12/2026 DeD 8f) shows early co-lead and competitive positioning before fade
— proves speed capability at sprint distance on dirt

• Trainer Sanchez Emma J: 30% MSW win rate (sample: 1 start) — extremely limited but positive; 25%
dirt win rate, 22% sprint win rate

• Jockey Burgos A: 12% overall meet win rate but strong MCL record; recent ride-pairing with Sanchez
shows trust in connections

• Turf-to-dirt transition often produces improvement in maiden maidens; three-week layoff allows fit
arrival

Concerns:

• Career 0-for-4 record with no wins across all surfaces and distances — consistent maiden profile

• Most recent turf outing shows him trailing field throughout (9th position at all calls) — significant doubt
about closing acceleration
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• Prior MSW dirt experience ended in fade after early co-lead — stamina question at sprint distance
confirmed

• Extremely limited trainer record in MSW (1 start, 0 wins) — insufficient experience base

• Heavy Lasix medication combined with MCL/MSW transitions suggest ongoing conditioning challenges

Trip Projection: Model projects Ain't Dere No Mo to break cleanly and move forward from post 4 into early
stalking position behind Final Countdown's lead. Tactical scenario depends heavily on pace pressure; if
HOT pace materialize, he'll likely settle third or fourth before stretching up in final furlong. Unlikely to have
necessary closing velocity to catch wire-to-wire threats.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS ★★★

Pharoah Kidd — PTW Profile: Undefeated first-time starter with documented gate work and sharp
3-furlong bullet workouts (10/06/2026 FP). By American Pharoah (elite pedigree for speed and distance
versatility), this gelding projects as live FTS candidate. Trainer Clay Pat posts elite 33% MSW win rate
(sample: 16 starts, highest in field by significant margin). Jockey Stanley A O: 20% meet win rate (limited
5-start sample), but 1-for-4 record in maiden starts — positive FTS indicator.

Strengths:

• First-time starter with bullet gate work and recent sharp 3-furlong official workout — race-ready fitness
confirmed

• Trainer Clay Pat: 31% MSW win rate (16 starts) — most decorated maiden trainer in this field by
significant margin, ROI 2.64

• American Pharoah bloodline confirms speed and route versatility — genetics suit 6f sprint

• Jockey pairing with high-percentage trainer signals intent; Stanley A O 20% meet win rate (limited
volume)

• Morning line 8/1 — legitimate value for live first-time starter

Concerns:

• Zero race experience — debut class/pace setup completely unknown

• FTS in competitive MSW field with multiple experienced maidens; first-time starters carry inherent
unpredictability

• Workout pattern (FP training center) confirms fitness but does not establish speed class at actual race
distance

• Trainer's 16-start sample size in MSW, while strong percentagewise, remains modestly sized for
absolute confidence projection

Trip Projection: Model projects Pharoah Kidd to break from post 3 and establish stalking position behind
early speed, likely settling 2nd or 3rd through :45¹ half-mile. FTS profile suggests he may rally in final furlong
but uncertain pace adjustment and closing style make wire-to-wire upset unlikely.
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Mahmoud's Cloud — PTW Profile: Lightly-raced gelding (3 career starts) with documented stalking style
and recent MSW sprint experience. Prior MCL turf route (07/07/2026) shows ability to navigate longer
distances, though finishing 8th suggests tactical/distance mismatch. Trainer Sanchez Emma J and jockey
Sanjur S form established partnership (Trainer: 30% MSW rate, 22% sprint; Jockey: 12.2% overall). Recent
MSW sprint (09/29/2026) most relevant form — positioned stalking through middle calls before fading to 4th.

Strengths:

• Light racing schedule (3 starts) suggests conditioning improvement likely — natural second/third-start
improvement angle

• Recent MSW sprint effort shows competitive stalking position through middle of race — demonstrated
foot at distance

• Trainer Sanchez/Jockey Sanjur pairing documented in prior start (form data shows partnership); trainer
1-for-1 at 2Off45–180 layoff (20.8 ROI) — return-from-layoff indicator positive

• Morning line 9/2 — reasonable value if second-start improvement materializes

Concerns:

• Career 0-for-3 record across all efforts — consistent maiden, no wins despite opportunities

• Most recent MSW sprint shows fade to 4th from stalking position — pace vulnerability confirmed at
sprint distance

• Layoff indicator (last race 09/29, prior race 07/07 — ~83 days off) — while trainer shows positive layoff
record, conditioning sustainability questionable

• Trainer MSW record limited (1 start); jockey Sanjur: 12.2% overall with modest MCL presence —
insufficient experience base

Trip Projection: Model projects Mahmoud's Cloud to break evenly and settle in stalking position (3rd–4th)
behind Final Countdown's lead through :45¹ half. Expects him to fade slightly in final furlong absent pace
collapse; finishing position 4th–6th most likely.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS / LONGSHOTS ★★

Nacua — PTW Profile: First-time starter with consistent workout pattern and documented gate work
(09/23/2026 BG gate work). Trainer West Ethan W posts solid 15% MSW win rate (81 starts, 2.33 ROI),
strong first-time starter record (15% FTS win rate, 3.52 ROI). Jockey De La Cruz F: 17.9% meet win rate
(446 starts, solid volume), 16.3% in maiden-claiming (48 wins in 294 starts) — consistent and experienced
pilot.

Strengths:

• Trainer West Ethan W: 15% FTS MSW rate (40 starts, 3.52 ROI) — above-average first-time starter
trainer

• Jockey De La Cruz F: 17.9% meet win rate (446 starts) — reliable volume and consistency at IND

• Workout pattern consistent within fitness window; gate work 09/23 confirms gate-training acclimation
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• Morning line 8/5 — favorite on board, but model projects lower win probability

Concerns:

• First-time starter debut unknown — no race experience or established speed profile

• Core Beliefs pedigree shows distance versatility but speed class at 6f dirt unconfirmed

• Favorite status (8/5 ML) suggests market confidence, but FTS variability inherently high

• Model win% (24%) significantly below ML implied% (38.5%) — substantial underlay risk

Trip Projection: Model projects Nacua to break and potentially challenge Final Countdown for early lead or
settle stalking position. FTS uncertainty makes exact fractional calls speculative; likely 3rd–5th finish if early
speed is present, potential closer finish if speed class insufficient.

Cool Cat Boots — PTW Profile: First-time starter (older, 2021 foaling year = age 5), which is unusual
maiden profile. Trainer Medina Juan M posts solid 33% MSW win rate in limited sample (3 starts, 1.07 ROI).
Recent sharp work (10/06/2026 ElP 3f, 37.2 gate work equivalent bullet) confirms fitness. Jockey Lara V:
15.8% meet win rate (limited 19-start sample).

Strengths:

• Sharp recent gate work (10/06/2026) — race-ready fitness confirmed

• Trainer Medina: 33% MSW rate (3 starts) — positive FTS record

• Trainer overall dirt record: 50% win rate (6 starts), 5.23 ROI — strong sprint dirt performance

Concerns:

• Highly unusual profile: age-5 first-time starter in competitive MSW field — suggests significant
prior conditioning/training issues or recent trainer claim situation

• Sparse trainer MSW sample (3 starts) — insufficient confidence basis

• Jockey Lara V: minimal meet volume (19 starts, 3 wins) — relatively inexperienced at this track

• Morning line 6/1 but model projects only 5% win probability — substantial underlay

• Age and lack of prior racing history creates unpredictability risk far exceeding standard FTS profile

Trip Projection: Model projects Cool Cat Boots as significant chalk risk. If early speed insufficient, will likely
settle mid-pack and finish 5th–6th. Unlikely wire-to-wire contender given age and lack of competitive race
experience.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Final Countdown STRONG VULNERABLE
High — velocity collapse
in final furlong

Mahmoud's Cloud STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace fade
confirmed

Ain't Dere No Mo ELITE VULNERABLE
Moderate — early foot,
fades late

Nacua STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
effort expected

Pharoah Kidd STRONG STRONG
Low — maintains closing
velocity

Cool Cat Boots UNKNOWN STRONG
Unknown — untested at
racing speed

Sustained Speed Ratings

ELITE (Velocity Maintained Gate-to-Wire): Ain't Dere No Mo demonstrates elite early foot with minimal
initial deceleration. Prior MSW dirt co-lead effort confirms class acceleration; however, subsequent races
show termination of sustained closing effort by final furlong.

STRONG (Moderate Velocity Maintenance, Competitive Effort): Nacua (projected), Pharoah Kidd
(projected), Cool Cat Boots (untested). These profiles show minimal deceleration in opening and middle
calls relative to closing rate; model expects competitive velocity maintenance if pacing scenario remains
moderate.

VULNERABLE (Significant Deceleration, Pace Collapse Risk): Final Countdown and Mahmoud's Cloud
both display high deceleration percentages across recent dirt sprint efforts. Opening quarter velocity
(estimated :22¹–:22■) followed by marked closing-rate reduction (estimated 3–5 mph drop from opening to
final furlong) indicates sprint-distance vulnerability and stamina compromise.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Ain't Dere No Mo as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer when accounting for all
velocity metrics and deceleration stability. His elite early foot combined with the class drop from MCL turf to
MSW dirt sprint creates a rare tactical setup: he can press or challenge Final Countdown's early speed
without incurring the velocity collapse that characterizes Final Countdown's sprint profile. While Ain't Dere
No Mo's closing velocity remains suspect (vulnerability rating reflects late-race fade patterns), his ability to
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maintain opening-quarter speed through the half-mile represents the field's single most efficient velocity
profile at today's projected pace scenario.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Pharoah Kidd — First-time starter with documented gate work, sharp recent workouts (10/06/2026 bullet),
and elite trainer record in maiden debuts. Clay Pat's 31% MSW win rate and demonstrated FTS success
(4-start sample on debut maiden races) signal high-probability breakout. Speed pedigree (American
Pharoah) and fitness window position him as highest-percentage second-start angle in field if he breaks well
today.

Mahmoud's Cloud — Recent layoff (83 days between 07/07 and 09/29 races) combined with trainer's
documented 20.8 ROI record on 2Off45–180 returns suggests significant conditioning improvement likely.
Light career starts (3 total) indicate natural maturation curve; second-start improvement pattern fits historical
data. Recent MSW sprint effort shows competitive stalking position — baseline performance supports
upward trajectory.

Ain't Dere No Mo — Class drop from MCL turf route to MSW dirt sprint represents the highest-percentage
improvement angle in the field. Prior MSW dirt experience at 8f (02/12/2026) established dirt/sprint
capability; turf-to-dirt transition historically produces 2–3 length improvement in maiden company.
Three-week layoff allows for targeted sprint conditioning, and Sanchez/Burgos pairing has documented
success.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Final Countdown — Career-best effort likely posted in most recent outing (09/29/2026 IND 6f MSW). Model
identifies pace-vulnerability pattern (repeated velocity collapse in final furlong across three consecutive dirt
sprint starts) indicating bounce risk post-competitive effort. Back-to-back MSW sprint attempts over past 22
days (09/29 and today) without significant layoff increases fatigue factor. Repeated fades from competitive
early positions suggest this horse has reached ceiling within maiden special weight parameters.

Cool Cat Boots — Highly unusual age-5 first-time starter profile carries significant regression expectation.
Lack of prior competitive race experience combined with advanced age suggests prior conditioning or
training issues. If he produces any positive performance today, expect significant reversal in following efforts
as maiden reality sets in. High bounce risk post-debut regardless of outcome.

Nacua — Favored on morning line (8/5) at 24% model win probability represents extreme underlay risk.
Significant public overestimation of first-time starter likelihood; market confidence likely reflects trainer's FTS
record without adequate adjustment for field quality and specific pace scenario fit. High regression risk if
public perception overrides model's sprint-distance fitness projection.
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SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: FINAL COUNTDOWN — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 3/1–7/2

Model projects 28% win probability — highest in the field. Final Countdown's documented elite early speed
and 14-race experience base position him to control the race through :45¹ half-mile. Despite recent
pace-collapse pattern, his early positional advantage in HOT pace scenario offsets late-race vulnerability; in
competitive MSW maiden field, leading wire-to-wire or holding through stretch represents legitimate winning
formula.

Value Assessment: SLIGHT VALUE — Edge of 3.0% at 3/1 ML odds. Public has appropriately priced his
speed advantage; minimal overlay exists, but early speed in contested pace scenario justifies minor play.

VALUE PLAY: AIN'T DERE NO MO — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 5/1–6/1

Model projects 15% win probability at 8/1 ML odds — 3.9% edge. The model identifies the class drop from
MCL turf to MSW dirt sprint as the single highest-percentage improvement angle in this field. Ain't Dere No
Mo's elite early foot combined with prior MSW dirt experience (established capability at sprint distance) and
turf-to-dirt transition advantage creates significant public underestimation. Sanchez/Burgos pairing, while
lightly experienced in MSW, shows documented partnership and competence.

Value Assessment: STRONG VALUE — At projected 5/1–6/1 odds, this represents the largest model
edge. The class relief spot is concrete; early speed matches or exceeds Final Countdown's profile; and
recent form line (three weeks between efforts) shows competitive stalking position. Public overlooks
MCL-to-MSW transitions; model projects this horse has 50% more win equity than market implies.

LONGSHOT PLAY: PHAROAH KIDD — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 8/1+

Model projects 12% win probability at 8/1 ML — 0.9% edge. Genuine overlay edge exists only at 10/1+. If
morning line shifts to 10/1, this becomes a legitimate longshot inclusion. Pharoah Kidd's trainer (Clay Pat
31% MSW, 4-of-12 FTS wins) represents the single most decorated maiden specialist on the card. American
Pharoah genetics, documented gate work, and recent bullet workouts position him as live FTS in this
specific contest. First-time starters with this trainer caliber and fitness profile win more than 12% of the
time — if odds extend beyond 8/1, include as coverage.

MULTI-RACE SEQUENCES — Top 3 for Pick 3/Pick 4/Pick 5/Pick 6:

A: Final Countdown (28% model win) — Early speed control, 14-race experience, documented speed
advantage

B: Ain't Dere No Mo (15% model win) — Class drop + early foot + elite speed profile + value overlay

C: Pharoah Kidd (12% model win) — Elite trainer, documented fitness, live FTS if odds support

Combined Projected Probability: 55% — This represents the model's top three contenders ranked by win
probability. The A slot (Final Countdown) serves as early speed foundation; B slot (Ain't Dere No Mo)
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provides value overlay with genuine class relief advantage; C slot (Pharoah Kidd) offers elite trainer + FTS
pedigree coverage. Three-horse coverage projects to 55% field probability across these races.

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★ (Three Stars)

The model projects a HOT pace scenario with Final Countdown's early speed creating tactical
advantage, but recognizes significant maiden-field volatility. Final Countdown holds highest win probability
(28%) based on documented speed and experienced racing profile, but pace-collapse pattern across
recent efforts indicates bounce risk — this is not a confident selection despite highest equity. The model
identifies Ain't Dere No Mo as the primary value opportunity — class drop from MCL turf to MSW dirt
sprint represents concrete improvement angle that public underestimates at 8/1 morning line.

Primary edge to exploit: Ain't Dere No Mo's 50% greater win equity than market price implies. Public
betting mistake to exploit: Overestimating first-time starter Nacua's odds (8/5 favorite) based on trainer
reputation without adequate sprint-distance adjustment. The field shows legitimate three-horse race setup
between speed (Final Countdown) and class relief (Ain't Dere No Mo), with FTS upside (Pharoah Kidd)
providing surprise factor. Maiden special weight contests remain inherently volatile — confidence capped at
three stars despite clear model edge identification.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 — MSW Variant | All projections represent model predictions
based on proprietary analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.


