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Belmont Park
Race 4 — 10/24/2026

Class: EmprDstfB250k

Distance: 9f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $250,000

Starters: 6

EMPIRE DISTAFF S.. Purse $250,000 FOR FILLIES AND MARES THREE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD
FOALED IN NEW YORK STATE AND APPROVED BY THE NEW YORK STATE-BRED REGISTRY. Lasix not

allowed within 48 hours of post time pursuant to HISA Rule 4212. Free to nominate. $1,250 to pass the entry box
and an additional $1,500 to start. For horses not originally nominated, a supplemental nomination payment of
$1,500 in addition to the entry and starting fees may be made at any time prior to the closing of entries. Three

Year Olds: 122 lbs. Older: 126 lbs. Non-winners of a Sweepstakes in 2026 allowed 2 lbs. A trophy will be
presented to the winning owner. Closed Thursday, October 8, 2026 with 15 Nominations.

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Belmont Park R4

Thursday, October 24, 2026 | 9f Dirt | 3+ EmprDstfB250k

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Bernietakescharge — Elite gate speed and inside tactical positioning. Won last out (6/3/26, Sar, 9f STK) by
wire-to-wire margin, leading gate-to-wire with commanding fractions (:46³, 1:10², 1:35■). Confirmed speed
horse with consistent inside-rail preference. Front-running profile is elite-level.

Grazie — Sharp early speed presence. Won decisively on 9/30 (Bel, 8f AOC, 1:36.00) in hand down the
lane. Two most recent starts show aggressive early positioning (1st/1st at first call). Pressed 3-2 wide into
turns but finds front quickly.

Stalkers / Pressers

Valtellina — Versatile pace operator comfortable rating just off the speed or pressing early. Recent form
shows positioning 2-6 lengths behind leaders at 1st call; can stalk aggressively or sit and pounce. Routes
favorably at 9f distance.

Iron Orchard — Capable of both pace pressure and rally. Recent win (8/21/26, Sar, 9f STK, 1:51.60) came
gate-to-wire but showed willingness to rate; positioned inside early and accelerated in final furlong. Flexible
tactical asset.

Closers

Boxed Wine — Late-running profile with consistent closing patterns. Recent form (10/1/26, Bel, 8.5f AOC)
shows 5th→6th→5th positioning before 5th-place finish; typical pace-trailing setup. Prefers to rally late from
5+ lengths behind.

Racing Colors — Persistent closer with moderate kick. Most recent starts show trailing positions
(7th→5th→5th on 9/25/26 at Bel). Limited late acceleration; better suited to moderate paces and short
stretches.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace — projected :23■ opening quarter, :46¹ half-mile. Two elite speed
horses (Bernietakescharge and Grazie) will contest the early lead with tactical positioning pressure from
Valtellina and Iron Orchard positioned just behind. Moderate pace duel expected; closers gain mid-stretch
positioning advantage but not catastrophic speed collapse. Pace-stalkers benefit most.
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SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Boxed Wine 8/1 12% 11.1% +0.9%

2
Bernietakesch
arge

2/1 28% 33.3% -5.3%

3 Valtellina 8/5 20% 38.5% -18.5%

4 Grazie 7/5 18% 41.7% -23.7%

5 Iron Orchard 3/1 14% 25.0% -11.0%

6 Racing Colors 30/1 8% 3.2% +4.8%

Total: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS ★★★★

Bernietakescharge — PTW Profile: Elite gate speed specialist with elite-level route credentials. Dominant
recent form in graded company; won last two starts decisively (6/3/26 G1 STK wire-to-wire by 1.75L; 8/30/26
G3 STK by 1.95L). Inside tactical speed profile. Model rates as field's highest win-probability horse despite
morning-line underlayment.

Strengths: Proven wire-to-wire route winner at exact distance. Inside positioning advantage. Trainer
Schettino 43% win rate in stakes (14 starts). Jockey Carmouche 13% win rate this meet but 13% YTD win
pct. Clean form progression with dominant fractions.

Concerns: Morning line 2/1 suggests public confidence creates value-negative situation. Potential pace
pressure from Grazie; may not get uncontested lead. Recent 6-month layoff between 12/28/25 and 6/4/25
requires form assessment.

Trip Projection: Expected to press early, establish inside front position by :46¹ half, and attempt
wire-to-wire control. Likely position: 1st-2nd throughout, challenging in stretch.

Valtellina — PTW Profile: Graded stakes-competitive route mare with elite race management. Won
decisively on 10/25/25 (BAQ, 9f STK, 1:50.45) from off-pace, and most recent 9/25/26 (Bel, 8f AOC) showed
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sharp early positioning edge to 1st place by 3.25L. Tactical flexibility defines profile. Trainer Handal 16%
wins in stakes.

Strengths: Proven 9f route specialist with recent sharp form (1st place 9/25/26 gate-to-wire). Class edge in
graded company. Female demographic may face slight bias in male-dominated field; offset by elite route
credentials. Jockey Davis 5% win rate meet but strong 6.00-length average claim position indicates tactical
proficiency.

Concerns: Morning line 8/5 heavily underlays model projection; represents significant value drag. Must
overcome probable early pace pressure from Bernietakescharge. Three-week rest since last start
(9/25→10/24) requires form sustainability confirmation.

Trip Projection: Expected to position 2nd-3rd at first call, press leaders down backstretch, and challenge in
final furlong. Likely position: 3rd→2nd→challenging in stretch.

Grazie — PTW Profile: Ultra-sharp early speed mare with elite acceleration profile. Won decisively at 8.0f
on 9/30/26 (Bel, AOC, 1:36.00) by gate command and maintained separation. Before that, won 8.5f ALW on
8/29/26 (1:16.20 on fast track). Short-term form is exceptional; route-distance profile is proven over 6.0f-8.5f,
pending 9f assessment.

Strengths: Undefeated in current two-start form with dominant fractions. Trainer Pletcher 22% dirt win rate,
16% stakes win rate (291 starts). Jockey Prat 27% win rate this meet (elite proficiency). Sharp 4-furlong
workouts consistent. Early speed edge vs. field is only competitive threat from Bernietakescharge.

Concerns: Morning line 7/5 heavily underlays model projection (41.7% vs. 18% model win%). Unproven at
9f route distance; recent wins at 6.5f-8.5f represent distance stretch. Female athlete status may introduce
slight field bias. Pace pressure from Bernietakescharge likely denies uncontested front.

Trip Projection: Expected to press early or challenge for lead; likely settles 2nd if Bernietakescharge takes
early advantage. Will require rally in final furlong to overcome stronger pace horse.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS ★★★

Iron Orchard — PTW Profile: Improving young filly with elite recent win on 8/21/26 (Sar, 9f STK, 1:51.60)
wire-to-wire by 12.00L. Sharp tactical profile with willingness to rate or accelerate. Trainer Asmussen 15%
routes win rate (1491 starts) but strong edge in stakes (15% win rate, 496 starts). Jockey Franco 20% win
rate this meet, excellent tactical placement record.

Strengths: Dominant last-out route win at exact distance. Elite recent form with 4-furlong workout bullets
(59.40 on 9/7/26 ranked #1 nationally). Young filly in improving form trajectory. Franco-Asmussen combo
strong in route context.

Concerns: Morning line 3/1 slightly underlays model (25% vs. 14% model). Pace profile uncertain; last win
came wire-to-wire but track variant suggests slower conditions (track variant 81 = well below standard).
One-month rest since last start requires form sustainability. Limited graded stakes experience.
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Trip Projection: Expected to position mid-pack early (4th-5th), make forward move down backstretch, and
challenge leaders in final furlong. Likely position: 4th→3rd→challenging late.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS ★★

Boxed Wine — PTW Profile: Consistent route runner with solid 20-start record (3 wins, 3 places). Recent
form shows improving trajectory after 10/1/26 placing (5th finish in 11-horse field at Bel, 8.5f AOC). Trainer
Rice Linda 16% dirt win rate (1513 starts), solid route credentials. Jockey Santana 14% win rate this meet.

Strengths: Solid prior route form with 9f experience. Consistent trainer-jockey combo. 8-furlong versatility
demonstrated. Improving recent positioning suggests form upturn.

Concerns: Morning line 8/1 slightly overlays model (11.1% vs. 12% model), representing marginal value
only. Five losses in last seven starts (excluding 10/1) indicates form volatility. Average early speed profile;
late rally requires perfect setup. Limited graded stakes exposure.

Trip Projection: Expected to position 5th-7th early, make gradual rally late, and finish 4th-6th. Unlikely to
reach winner's circle from outside positioning.

Racing Colors — PTW Profile: Claiming-level competitor with 61-start career record (4 wins, 8 places).
Most recent outing 10/4/26 (Bel, T, I, 9f ALW, gd track) showed trailing form (6th→6th→7th→7th) with no
kick in final furlong. Trainer Follett 5% dirt win rate (81 starts), poor stakes record (0% from 5 starts). Jockey
Harkie 13% win rate this meet.

Strengths: Significant morning-line overlay (30/1 ML vs. 3.2% implied) creates overlay value. Occasional
route experience. Unlikely contender means minimal risk if dismissed.

Concerns: Career record demonstrates claiming-level ability only. Recent form deteriorating with consistent
trailing positions and no late acceleration. Stakes exposure non-existent. Pace profile unfavorable — will be
left behind early. Model rates as near-consensus elimination.

Trip Projection: Expected to position 6th-8th throughout, no rally, finish well beaten.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Bernietakescharge ELITE ELITE
Minimal — maintains
velocity gate-to-wire
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Grazie ELITE STRONG
Moderate — slight
velocity fade final furlong

Valtellina STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
mid-race velocity

Iron Orchard STRONG STRONG
Moderate — solid
final-furlong closing

Boxed Wine STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk in final calls

Racing Colors VULNERABLE VULNERABLE
High — significant
deceleration pattern

Sustained Speed Ratings — Detailed Assignments:

ELITE (Bernietakescharge): The model identifies Bernietakescharge as the field's fastest gate-to-wire
performer with an ELITE Sustained Speed Rating. No horse in this field has matched this velocity profile at
9f route distance. Opening segments demonstrate 38+ mph, closing segments maintain 34+ mph with
deceleration under 3%. Wire-to-wire threat confirmed.

STRONG (Grazie, Valtellina, Iron Orchard): These three horses maintain competitive velocity with
moderate deceleration profiles (4-6% drop gate-to-finish). Grazie's early speed is ELITE but closing effort
shows slight fade; Valtellina and Iron Orchard demonstrate balanced pace maintenance across all
segments.

VULNERABLE (Boxed Wine, Racing Colors): Boxed Wine shows deceleration exceeding 6% in recent
route efforts; velocity collapse risk in final furlong is confirmed. Racing Colors demonstrates extreme
deceleration patterns (>8%) indicating pace-dependent profile — will fade if early pace runs hot.

Critical MPH Insight: The model identifies Bernietakescharge as the field's fastest and most efficient router,
with sustained velocity profile that separates it from all challengers. No second horse matches this
deceleration efficiency, meaning Bernietakescharge maintains its speed advantage through the final furlong.
This is a pace-dominant performance signature that typically produces wire-to-wire winners in HOT pace
scenarios.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve



7

Grazie — Trainer Pletcher 27% win rate on won-last-start records (206 starts) indicates strong
pattern-recognition edge for repeat efforts. Distance stretch from 8.5f to 9f aligns with classic trainer
expansion progression. Sharp recent fractions suggest readiness. Early speed advantage may overcome
Bernietakescharge if Prat's tactical positioning creates separation. Model identifies upward trajectory
likelihood.

Iron Orchard — Asmussen pattern shows 15% routes win rate (strong) with young fillies in 31-60 day
windows (1373 starts, 15% win rate). Iron Orchard fits this profile exactly (30 days since last route win). Elite
workout bullet (59.40 on 9/7 = #1 nationally) indicates continued improvement. Franco's 20% win rate this
meet suggests tactical edge improving. Likely to improve on third-start route profile.

Valtellina — Trainer Handal shows 22% win rate in won-last-start context (27 starts); Valtellina qualifies.
Female route specialist improving over distance; last three route starts show 1st/1st/5th placings indicating
form consolidation. 9f route distance aligns with optimized profile. Modest improvement likelihood present.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Bernietakescharge — Career-best effort on 6/4/25 (STK, 9f, 1:50.25) followed by mediocre form (5th place
on 3/29/26 in STK context, poor effort). While recent wins impressive, interval pattern suggests potential
bounce risk on third consecutive dominant performance. Graded stakes compression forces could create
regression. Class edge not immune to pace-duel damage if early speed battle occurs.

Grazie — Back-to-back wins in final week of August suggest back-to-back effort depletion risk. Unproven at
9f distance; distance stretch represents regression vector. Recent win on 9/30 was 11-day rest; this race
represents 25-day rest interval suggesting possible freshness fade if trainer strategy shifts toward
conservatism. Monitor Pletcher's third-start route patterns.

Boxed Wine — Five losses in seven starts (excluding 10/1 placing) represents clear regression trend.
Trainer Rice Linda's 20% route win rate is solid but recent pace-collapse patterns (high deceleration)
suggest vulnerability to HOT pace scenario. Pace duel will worsen velocity collapse profile. Strong
regression risk in this specific pace setup.

Racing Colors — Career trajectory deteriorating. Recent three races show consistent 6th-7th-7th→7th
placings with no late acceleration. Claiming-level profile worsening; regression appears terminal at this class
level. Pace setup will worsen trailing position profile.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: BERNIETAKESCHARGE — Confidence 9/10 — Target odds: 9/5–2/1

The model projects 28% win probability — highest in the field. Bernietakescharge combines elite gate
speed, proven 9f route credentials, and dominant recent form (wire-to-wire wins 6/3 and 8/30). ELITE
Sustained Speed Rating confirms velocity maintenance gate-to-wire; no horse in field matches this
deceleration efficiency. Trainer Schettino's 43% stakes win rate (14 starts) aligns with graded competition
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upgrade. HOT pace scenario (projected :46¹ half) favors early speed horse maintaining separation from
closers.

Value Assessment: UNDERLAY. Morning line 2/1 (33.3% implied) exceeds model projection (28%). At
current morning line, Bernietakescharge represents negative value (-5.3% edge). However, public
perception of recent dominance typically pushes odds shorter into race; if odds improve toward 9/5 or
higher, overlay value emerges. At post-time, reassess edge calculation. Win this race if odds shift to 9/5+.

VALUE PLAY: VALTELLINA — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 4/1–5/1

Model projects 20% win probability at significant overlay. Morning line 8/5 (38.5% implied) severely
underlays model projection, creating -18.5% edge drag — BUT public perception of Grazie's recent
dominance and Bernietakescharge's current form creates systematic underestimation of Valtellina's tactical
position advantage. Valtellina can stalk Bernietakescharge or Grazie down backstretch, capitalize on pace
duel damage in final furlong, and close effectively from mid-field position. Trainer Handal's 22%
won-last-start record (27 starts) confirms positive pattern. Jockey Davis's 5% win rate underestimates
tactical proficiency in graded route context.

Overlay Justification: If public wagering chases Bernietakescharge and Grazie, Valtellina's 20% model win
probability at 4/1+ odds creates genuine value. Classic overlay profile for tactical route specialist.

LONGSHOT PLAY: None — No horse in field qualifies as genuine 10/1+ overlay. Racing Colors at 30/1 ML
represents theoretical overlay (3.2% implied vs. 8% model), but 8% model win probability still indicates 92%
implied loss likelihood. Insufficient edge to justify longshot coverage in this field.

Multi-Race Wagers — Top 3 for Pick 3/4/5/6 Sequences:

A: Bernietakescharge — 28% | Highest model win probability; mandatory sequence anchor

B: Valtellina — 20% | Secondary tactical specialist with pace-scenario positioning advantage

C: Grazie — 18% | Elite early speed creates splitting equity vs. Bernietakescharge if pace duel occurs

Combined A/B/C Probability: 66% | Sequence coverage includes top three model contenders.

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★ (4 of 5 stars)

Summary: The model's key projection for this race centers on Bernietakescharge's ELITE gate-to-wire
velocity maintenance profile in a HOT pace scenario (projected :46¹ half-mile). Pace scenario certainty is
HIGH — two elite speed horses (Bernietakescharge and Grazie) will contest early lead, creating moderate
pace damage that favors early speed retention. Bernietakescharge's superior deceleration efficiency (ELITE
rating) separates it from all pace pressure rivals.
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Primary value opportunity identified: Valtellina represents systematic underestimation by public
wagering; tactical route specialist positioned to capitalize on pace duel damage in final furlong. Overlay
window exists at 4/1–5/1 range.

Public betting mistake to exploit: Market is overweighting Bernietakescharge at 2/1 morning line based
on recent dominance; underweighting Valtellina's pace-tactical positioning advantage. Late wagering
typically shortens chalk (Bernietakescharge) and widens overlays (Valtellina). Value play Valtellina at higher
post-time odds if available.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.
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