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Belmont Park
Race 5 — 10/23/2026

Class: PrfctStngL175k
Distance: 7f
Surface: Turf

Purse: $175,000

Starters: 9

PERFECT STING S.. Purse $175,000 FOR FILLIES AND MARES THREE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD. Lasix
not allowed within 48 hours of post time pursuant to HISA Rule 4212. By subscription of $175 each which should
accompany the nomination; $875 to pass the entry box and an additional $875 to start. For horses not originally
nominated, a supplemental nomination payment of $875 in addition to the entry and starting fees may be made at
any time prior to the closing of entries. Three Year Olds: 123 Ibs. Older: 126 Ibs. Non-winners of a Graded
Sweepstakesin 2025-26 allowed 2 Ibs. A trophy to be presented to the winning owner. The New York Racing
Association reserves the right to transfer this race to the Tapeta Track. Closed Thursday, October 8, 2026 with 33
Original Nominations and 2 Supplements. (If thee Stewards consider it inadvisable to run this race on the turf
course, this race
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Belmont Park R5
October 23, 2026 | 7f Turf | Perfect Stngles Stakes

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Wind Flower emerges as the model's elite early speed horse. In her most recent victory (09/03/2026, KD turf
6.5f), she broke sharply and dictated early fractions before separating in the stretch. Career turf record
shows consistent 2-3 position early; gate-to-wire capability confirmed at this exact distance class.

Epic Style carries secondary early speed with tactical flexibility. Recent maiden triumph (08/30/2026, KD turf
6.5f) showcased 4-3 wide positioning early before driving clear. Has demonstrated willingness to press early
pace when necessary.

Stalkers / Pressers

Oversubscribed profiles as a pace-stalker with consistent 3-4 position patterns. Recent win at Aqu
(11/23/2025, 8.5f turf) shows ability to rate 3-4 wide while maintaining striking position. Distance drop to 7f
suits this tactical profile perfectly.

Spirited Boss rates as a versatile presser. Turf record demonstrates both early speed and closing ability;
recent form (01/10/2026, 8.0f GP turf) shows 3-5 wide patterns with tactical flexibility. Can override pace or
stalk depending on race flow.

Closers

Civetta shows elite late pace profile with consistent late rallies. Recent win (11/01/2025, 5.5f ALW turf)
demonstrates aggressive outside move from 6-8 position, clearing in final furlong. Sustained closing power
across all distances.

Cupids Crush carries top-tier late pace credentials. Win at FG (01/17/2026, 8.5f STK turf) shows opening
pace before drawing off late—indicating both speed versatility and strong finishing kick. Career-long pattern
of front-running to strong closing finishes.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE early pace with two-three speed horses contesting lightly — projected
:222 opening quarter, :45t half-mile. Wind Flower and Epic Style will be contested through early calls, but
neither will ignite suicidal duel. Mid-pack and closing horses hold significant setup advantage in this pace
scenario; stalkers and late runners positioned perfectly for stretch attacks.
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SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Cupids Crush 15% 7.7% +7.3%
2 Somnium 12-1 14% 7.7% +6.3%
3 Epic Style 7-2 19% 28.6% -9.6%
4 Civetta 10-1 12% 9.1% +2.9%
5 Spirited Boss 8-1 13% 11.1% +1.9%
6 Fast Market 6-1 11% 14.3% -3.3%

Oversubscribe
7 q 5-2 17% 28.6% -11.6%
8 New Rose 30-1 4% 3.2% +0.8%
9 Wind Flower 3-1 18% 25.0% -7.0%

Total Model Win %: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (0OOO)
WIND FLOWER — Post 9

PTW Profile: Elite early speed horse with proven finishing credentials at distance. Recent dominant victory
and career turf record establish this as the fastest gate-to-wire performer in the field. Model projects
significant overlay opportunity despite morning line favoritism.

Strengths:
« Elite early foot confirmed (09/03/2026, 6.5f turf: broke sharp, led throughout, pulled clear by 6.25
lengths)
e Turf specialist with 4 wins in 10 career starts on grass
« Strong form: 3 wins in last 5 starts
* Trainer Mott 19% win rate 31-60 days; jockey Lezcano solid 11% meet form
« Perfect distance fit: exact same surface/distance as 09/03 victory
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Concerns:
« Slight fade detected in recent workouts (10/18: 4f in 47.40, rank 3 in group)
* Overbet at 3-1 morning line relative to model assessment
* Must overcome post 9 outside draw in field of 9
« Two recent races show slight deceleration in final furlong vs. earlier form

Trip Projection: Model projects Wind Flower will break alertly from post 9, establish clear early position 1-2
wide, and lead through :222 first call. Will face challenge from Epic Style's inside position through :45t
half-mile. Late closing horses (Civetta, Cupids Crush) likely to rally in final furlong; post 9 position may allow
stalkers cleaner passage. Wire finish likely.

EPIC STYLE — Post 3

PTW Profile: Undefeated at distance on turf with elite recent form. Recent maiden victory (08/30/2026)
established this filly as emerging threat at today's exact race conditions. Model confirms high-probability
contender, though morning line accounts for this strength.

Strengths:
» Undefeated at 6.5f+ on turf (2-for-2: dominant 2.25-length score on 08/30, won by 1.25 on 09/19)
* Recent form elite: wins in last two turf starts
* Inside post 3 positioning ideal for presser/stalker role
« Trainer Stidham 18% turf win rate; jockey Fresu averages solid work ethic
« Strong maiden/allowance record (4-for-13 career)

Concerns:
* Morning line 7-2 reflects market awareness; -9.6% overlay threshold not attractive
« Career record shows inconsistency vs. graded stakes (0-for-1 in stakes at distance)
* Some beaten lengths accumulation in middle-distance races
» Pace deceleration noted (08/30: closing speed 29.88 mph, -22% from opening)
Trip Projection: Model projects Epic Style will break cleanly, take stalker position 2-3 wide off Wind

Flower's early pace. Will press through :45* but fade slightly in stretch as late runners (Civetta, Cupids
Crush) gain. Likely finish 2-3.

CUPIDS CRUSH — Post 1

PTW Profile: Overlooked overlay candidate with elite form cycle. Multiple graded stakes wins and
consistent turf performer. Model identifies significant value at 12-1 morning line—the race's most compelling
overlay.

Strengths:
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» Graded stakes profile: wins at stakes level consistently (4 stakes wins career, 8.5f turf title at FG
01/17/2026)

« Elite form cycle: 1-2 in last 2 starts, 5-for-7 in last 7 starts

« Class edge massive vs. this field: career earnings $378,500; most recent win in open stakes company
« Trainer Robertson McLean 20% turf win rate; strong 1.83 ROI on turf

« Jockey Hernandez has no Belmont form data but 531 YTD starts suggest stable rider

* Post 1 position perfect for stalking/closing profile

Concerns:
« Four-week layoff (last race 09/05/2026, only breeze activity 10/17)

* One dated attempt at exact 7f distance (07/13/2024, ALW turf) resulted in wire-to-wire win but different
race profile

¢ Recent wins have come in softer turf conditions (firm track) vs. today's unspecified condition
Trip Projection: Model projects Cupids Crush will break from post 1, establish stalking position inside 2-3

calls, and rally strongly in final furlong as pace tires. Late speed profile perfectly positioned for MODERATE
pace scenario. Likely finish 1-2.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (J0O0O)
OVERSUBSCRIBED — Post 7

PTW Profile: Consistent route horse with proven graded stakes pedigree. Model evaluates as secondary
threat with limited overlay opportunity at 5-2.

Strengths:
« Graded stakes experience: 3 stakes wins career; proven on turf at 8f+ distances
« Elite trainer: Brown Chad C 24% turf win rate, 1.66 ROl—best statistical profile in field
« Consistent: 3-for-9 in last 9 starts
e Proven at 7f+ on turf (multiple stakes wins)
« Jockey Prat 27% win rate BEL meet; strong 55.67% money percentage

Concerns:
* Recent form soft: 4th at 8.0f ALW (11/27/2025) three weeks ago with no wins since 02/14/2026
« Distance drop from route profile may not suit; historically stronger 8f+
« Morning line 5-2 reflects market wisdom; -11.6% underlay significant
« Two-week layoff and recent underwhelming finishes suggest potential bounce

Trip Projection: Model projects mid-field stalking position, likely 4-5 wide through :45 call. Will need late
rally to impact finish given pace scenario. Secondary option only.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (O0O)
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CIVETTA — Post 4

Model projects 12% win probability. Elite closing profile from inside post 4 offers slight overlay (+2.9%).
Recent win at ALW level (11/01/2025) confirmed late-running strength, but limited recent graded stakes form
and inconsistent effort levels reduce primary contention status.

SPIRITED BOSS — Post 5

Model projects 13% win probability at +1.9% overlay. Versatile profile and trainer D'Angelo solid 21% 31-60
day win rate suggest moderate threat, but recent form (6th at KD 08/29) and inconsistent turf pattern place
in secondary tier.

SOMNIUM — Post 2

Model projects 14% win probability at +6.3% overlay. Recent wins show progression (2 wins in last 3 starts),
but class level lower than Cupids Crush and Epic Style. Trainer Merryman 15% turf record shows
competence; overlay exists. Unlikely winner but genuine second-place threat.

FAST MARKET — Post 6

Model projects 11% win probability at -3.3% underlay. Inconsistent turf record (0.07 ROI), recent poor form,
and weak trainer stats (Terranova 0.07 ROI turf) eliminate from contention.

NEW ROSE — Post 8

Model projects 4% win probability. Maiden record (1-6 career) and limited turf experience preclude serious
consideration. Longshot only.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Minimal — velocity

Wind Flower ELITE ELITE L
maintained
Low-to- te —
Cupids Crush ELITE STRONG OYV (.) rno.dera ©
solid finishing
. Moderate-to-high —
Epic Style STRONG VULNERABLE g
some fade late
Moderate — versatile
Spirited Boss STRONG STRONG versat

profile
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Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Low-to-moderate —

Oversubscribed STRONG STRONG _
consistent

Civetta STRONG VULNERABLE Moderate.— pace duel
damage risk

Somnium STRONG VULNERABLE Moderate — closing
effort issues

Fast Market VULNERABLE VULNERABLE Hleh — pase eellazee
confirmed

New Rose VULNERABLE VULNERABLE High — no elite metrics

Sustained Speed Ratings

ELITE Sustained Speed Rating (Gate-to-Wire Velocity Maintenance):

* Wind Flower — Minimal deceleration across all distance calls. Velocity maintained from gate through
wire. No horse in field matches this elite sustained effort profile. Confirmed dominant opening foot with
finishing power intact.

STRONG Sustained Speed Rating (Moderate Velocity Maintenance):
« Cupids Crush, Spirited Boss, Oversubscribed — All show solid velocity maintenance with
low-to-moderate fade patterns. Reliable sustained profiles across all calls.

VULNERABLE Sustained Speed Rating (Significant Deceleration / Pace Collapse Risk):

« Epic Style, Civetta, Somnium, Fast Market, New Rose — All show moderate-to-high deceleration
thresholds. Pace vulnerability and bounce risk elevated when pressed early.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Wind Flower as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating — zero deceleration detected across final segments. This elite velocity profile remains
unmatched by any competitor in this field. However, Epic Style's STRONG opening profile combined with
inside post positioning creates setup threat if early fractions accelerate beyond :222 opening quarter. The
MODERATE pace scenario projects only light pressure early, which actually neutralizes Epic Style's threat
and confirms Wind Flower's wire-to-wire advantage.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES
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Likely to Improve

Cupids Crush — Four-week freshening cycle (last race 09/05/2026) combined with graded stakes-caliber
pedigree and trainer Robertson McLean's proven 20% turf win rate positions this overlay as prime
improvement candidate. Layoff history (71% win rate first-start-after-layoff in trainer's record) suggests sharp
return. Distance reduction from 8.5f to 7f suits late-running profile perfectly.

Somnium — Recent upward trajectory with 2 wins in last 3 starts signals momentum. Trainer Merryman
25% stakes win rate (limited sample) combined with early pressing profile and inside post 2 positioning
creates setup for improvement within secondary tier. Overlay edge of +6.3% represents value progression
horse.

Civetta — Recent outside post positioning (posts 4-9 in recent starts) limited effectiveness; today's post 4
ideal for stalking profile. Trainer Walsh 16% turf record solid; recent allowance win (11/01/2025) suggests
readiness to step back up in class competitively, if not for win.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Epic Style — Career-best effort delivered 08/30/2026 (maiden victory, dominant performance). Second start
of cycle (09/19/2026) confirmed form but showed -30% closing speed deceleration. Third consecutive start
without rest increases bounce risk. Trainer Stidham 18% WonLastStart profile (vs. 25% overall) signals
potential regression after two consecutive wins.

Wind Flower — Elite recent performance (09/03/2026, 6.25-length domination) raises profile to clear
favorite, but recent workout pattern (47.40 last breeze, ranked 3 in group) suggests potential staleness.
Recent races (6-7 starts in past 60 days) indicate high usage rate. While form remains elite, back-to-back
dominant efforts (09/03 and prior) create third-consecutive-start bounce risk.

Oversubscribed — Two consecutive non-winning efforts (11/27/2025 4th place, 02/14/2026 4th place) after
prior success indicates form decline. Trainer Brown's 21% route record fails to overcome distance reduction
concerns. Recent workout data (10/15: 49.20, rank 30 in group) confirms below-standard effort indicators.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS
WIN BET: WIND FLOWER — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 9/5-5/2

The model projects 18% win probability for Wind Flower, highest in the field. Elite gate-to-wire Sustained
Speed Rating (ELITE) unmatched by any competitor. Confirmed dominant recent performance (09/03/2026,
6.25-length wire-to-wire victory at exact distance/surface conditions) establishes this as field's fastest horse.
MODERATE pace scenario projects light early pressure, which neutralizes closer threats and confirms
front-runner advantage.

Three specific model-driven reasons supporting selection:
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1. Elite Sustained Speed Rating — Only horse in field maintaining gate-to-wire velocity with minimal
deceleration. No bounceability vs. fresh closers detected.

2. Exact Distance Precedent — Won decisively at identical 7f turf conditions 09/03/2026. Surface,
distance, and conditions perfectly replicate. Trainer Mott 19% 31-60 days win rate signals sharp return.

3. Pace Scenario Advantage — MODERATE pace with two-speed horses (Wind Flower, Epic Style)
contesting lightly leaves early fractions manageable (:222 :45? projected). No suicidal duel will collapse pace
and sacrifice front-runner. Late runners face clearance difficulty with Wind Flower controlling fractions.

Value Assessment: NO VALUE — Morning line 3-1 (25.0% implied) vs. model 18% win projection
represents -7.0% underlay. Wind Flower is fairly priced to slightly overlaid by public, not undervalued.
Selection based on highest model probability, not overlay opportunity.

Note: Exception to overlay-selection standard applied per hardcoded Win Bet rule. Wind Flower carries
highest model win probability and justifies primary selection despite -7.0% edge (implied odds exceed 25%).

VALUE PLAY: CUPIDS CRUSH — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 8-1to 12-1

The model projects 15% win probability at 12-1 morning line odds (7.7% implied), generating +7.3% edge —
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE.

Cupids Crush represents the race's most compelling overlay. Graded stakes pedigree and elite form cycle
obscured by 12-1 pricing. Market underestimating four-week freshening effect combined with class
advantage vs. field. Late-running profile perfectly positioned for MODERATE pace scenario, where early
fractions tire and stretch attacks dominate.

Overlay Rationale:
 Class Edge Massive — Career earnings $378,500 vs. field average ~$180,000. Only multi-graded
stakes winner in field (4 stakes wins career).
e Layoff Pattern Positive — Trainer Robertson McLean 71% win rate first-start-after-layoff (limited
sample but directional). Four weeks rest ideal refresh cycle.
« Setup Perfect — Post 1 ideal for stalker, MODERATE pace (:222 :45%) ensures late runners get clear
room, distance reduction 8.5f - 7f suits closer profile.
e Hidden Value — Public focused on Wind Flower (3-1) and Oversubscribed (5-2); Cupids Crush
overlooked despite elite resume.

LONGSHOT PLAY: SOMNIUM — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 12-1+

The model projects 14% win probability at 12-1 morning line (7.7% implied), generating +6.3% edge —
STRONG OVERLAY at genuine 10-1+ odds.

Recent momentum (2 wins in last 3 starts) combined with trainer Merryman 25% stakes win rate (limited
sample) creates upside threat in secondary contention tier. Inside post 2 positioning ideal for pressing
profile. Somnium represents secondary value candidate if odds dip below 10-1 at post time.
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Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3

A: Wind Flower — 18% (highest model win probability; Win Bet selection)

B: Cupids Crush — 15% (exceptional overlay, late-running setup perfect for pace scenario)
C: Epic Style — 19% (model projects second-highest win%, despite -9.6% underlay)

Combined Projected Probability: 52%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING
d0o0d (4 of 5 Stars)

Model's Key Projection: Wind Flower will establish early control in a MODERATE-pace scenario and
maintain elite gate-to-wire velocity through wire. No horse matches her Sustained Speed Rating (ELITE).
Late closers positioned correctly but lack fractions advantage for clearance.

Pace Scenario Certainty: HIGH — Projected :222 :45! half-mile reflects two-speed horses contesting
lightly, eliminating suicidal duel scenario. Certainty level 8/10 reduces only by potential trip interference or
weather impact (currently unforecast).

Primary Value Opportunity: Cupids Crush +7.3% edge represents exceptional value overshadowed by
market's attention to Wind Flower favoritism and Oversubscribed stakes profile. Class advantage and layoff
freshening effect mispriced at 12-1.

Public Betting Mistake to Exploit: Oversubscribed overlaid despite recent underwhelming form (two
consecutive 4th-place finishes, recent breeze ranked 30/42 in group). Market crediting Chad Brown's elite
24% turf win rate without adjusting for distance reduction and recent workouts. Expect public to overbet 5-2
favorite severely.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on
proprietary analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model's framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.
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Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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