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Belmont Park
Race 2 — 10/16/2026

Class: Md Sp Wt 100k

Distance: 8f

Surface: Dirt

Purse: $100,000

Starters: 7

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT. Purse $100,000 (UP TO $17,400 NYSBFOA) FOR MAIDENS, TWO YEARS OLD.
Weight, 123 lbs. (Non-Starters For A Claiming Price Of $55,000 Or Less In The Last 5 Starts Preferred).

Generated by CHR version 0.3.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Belmont Park R2

October 16, 2026 | 8f Dirt | Maiden Special Weight

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Nevada (Post 6) — Elite early speed profile. Broke sharply in most recent published workouts at Belmont,
consistently in the :48–:49 range on dirt surfaces. No race history provided, but workout pattern signals
genuine gate speed. First-time starter at the distance with proven early acceleration.

D.C.'s Army (Post 3) — Competed on the lead in debut at Saratoga (09/05/2026, 7f), broke first position,
reached Call 2 in second (beaten 0.5 lengths), before weakening to fourth at finish. Early foot exists but
faltered under pressure at route distance. Sharp workout progression into this spot.

Stalkers / Pressers

Dream More (Post 4) — Pure first-time starter. Abundant workout evidence at Saratoga shows natural
ability to stalk just off the pace. Multiple four-furlong works in the :48–:49 window, plus sharp 3-furlong bullet
(:37.40) on 09/05. Ready to run aggressively from a favorable post. Tactical placement optimal.

Louden (Post 2) — Second-time starter showing improvement trajectory. Last start (09/18, Belmont, 8f), ran
wide on the turn from post 5, weakened late but showed mid-race positioning capability. Equipment change
noted (Blinkers added). Trainer Mott William I stable with second-start runners (18% win rate, 2.08 ROI).

Closers

El Mercado (Post 5) — First-time starter with exceptional closing profiles in workout pattern. Consistent
:49–:50 four-furlong works suggest closing ability. Pletcher 1st-start record (14% win rate) and route
background position this horse for a rally. Massive workout volume signals fitness.

E.Z Speaker (Post 1) — Second-time starter with proven late-race response. Last race (09/18, Belmont, 8f),
recovered from early bump, ran on to finish second after being fifth at Call 2. Deceleration profile shows
resilience—closed from 5.0 lengths back. Casse route record strong (1,372 starts, 17% win rate). Tactical
setup required but capable finisher.

Shahnameh (Post 7) — Debut runner, but second-start form data indicates trainer Brown Chad C
specializes in second-start maiden runners (28% win rate, 1.91 ROI). Workouts modest but recent bullet
work (10/02, :48.80) on dirt. Late-stage runner profile emerging.

Pace Scenario Projection
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MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace with two genuine speed horses (Nevada, D.C.'s Army) competing for
control — projected :22² opening quarter, :45¹ half-mile. Moderate pace-duel damage expected. Setup
favors stalkers (Dream More, Louden) positioned to press early leaders into fatigue, and closers (E.Z
Speaker, El Mercado) with tactical room to rally in the stretch.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 E.Z Speaker 7/2 19% 22.2% -3.2%

2 Louden 9/2 16% 18.2% -2.2%

3 D.C.'s Army 6/1 12% 14.3% -2.3%

4 Dream More 5/2 26% 28.6% -2.6%

5 El Mercado 8/1 13% 11.1% +1.9%

6 Nevada 3/1 10% 25.0% -15.0%

7 Shahnameh 12/1 4% 7.7% -3.7%

Total Model Win %: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS (★★★★)

Dream More | Post 4 | Jockey: Santana R Jr | Trainer: Pletcher Todd A

PTW Profile: Maiden special weight first-time starter with elite credentials. Pletcher's 1st-start record solid
(14% win), route-distance foundation exceptional (857 starts, 18% win rate). Abundant workout pattern at
Saratoga demonstrates tactical flexibility and closing ability. Gun Runner sire offers stamina footprint for
8-furlong route.

Strengths:

• Rare first-time starter with multiple sharp workouts in the :48–:49 range

• 3-furlong bullet on 09/05 (:37.40) is elite fitness indicator

• Pletcher's proven route-race profile (1.49 ROI on 857 routes)

• Tactical placement from post 4 ideal for stalking role
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• Pletcher's MSW record solid (500 starts, 17% win rate, 1.56 ROI)

Concerns:

• Zero race experience — maiden class volatility always present

• Santana R Jr's maiden-claiming record solid (12 of 72 wins) but not dominant on favorites

Trip Projection: Model projects stalking placement early (third to fourth position), advancing into the :45¹
pace scenario, positioned to rally wide in the stretch after closers materialize. Tactical setup ideal; closing
angle preserved.

E.Z Speaker | Post 1 | Jockey: Davis D | Trainer: Casse Mark

PTW Profile: Second-time starter recovering from troubled debut into an improved MSW spot. Last race
(09/18, Belmont, 8f) demonstrates genuine late-pace ability—bumped at the start, recovered, and ran on to
finish second after being fifth at Call 2. Casse's MSW record (762 starts, 15% win rate) paired with route
specialization (1,372 starts, 17% win rate) signals competence at distance.

Strengths:

• Proven closing ability with velocity maintained from fifth position to second-place finish

• Prior race establishes that ability exists — not a complete unknown

• Route-distance fit optimal (8f repeated)

• Trainer Casse specializes in 2YO routes (638 starts, 16% win rate)

• Clear pace-bounce angle — last effort exceeds typical maiden level

Concerns:

• Bumped start (09/18) indicates traffic issues; post 1 may repeat this pattern

• Davis D low win percentage at Belmont this meet (4.08% on 98 starts)

• Turf experience (08/16, Saratoga) shows lower aptitude (64 rating vs. 73 rating dirt debut)

• Third start within 60 days — stamina question

Trip Projection: Model projects outside-post disadvantage, potential early traffic interference, setup
requiring patient positioning and late rally. Closing ability present but tactical obstacles elevated.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS (★★★)

Louden | Post 2 | Jockey: Lezcano J | Trainer: Mott William I

PTW Profile: Second-time starter showing marked improvement trajectory in Mott barn, known for
second-start specialists (18% win rate, 2.08 ROI). Debut (08/22, Saratoga, 6.5f dirt) was troubled —
checked at five-eighths pole after being in striking position, faded to ninth. MSW step-up (09/18, Belmont, 8f)
shows trainer intent; third-place finish suggests pace damage rather than ability question. Equipment
change (blinkers added) signals trainer adjustment.

Strengths:



5

• Mott's second-start record is elite (137 starts, 18% win rate, 2.08 ROI)

• MSW form line improving — third place in prior start shows recovery trajectory

• Blinker application classic trainer move for focus/settling improvement

• Gun Runner sire pedigree strong for route races

• Lezcano J's recent Belmont form modest but acceptable (9 wins of 87 starts, 10.3%)

Concerns:

• Pace-compromised form lines — prior two efforts show pace duel exposure

• Closing profile limited in workout data; appears more stalking-oriented

• Post 2 gives little acceleration room early; tactical vulnerability

Trip Projection: Model projects stalking placement, likely pressing early leaders through the :45¹ half-mile,
vulnerable to pace fade in late stretch if early pressure excessive.

Nevada | Post 6 | Jockey: Prat F | Trainer: Brown Chad C

PTW Profile: First-time starter with exceptional trainer credentials. Brown Chad C is elite with maiden
special weights (633 starts, 24% win rate, 1.61 ROI) and routes (1,277 starts, 24% win rate, 1.57 ROI). Elite
gate workouts and workout frequency signal race readiness. Uncle Mo sire offers early speed footprint; solid
pedigree for 8-furlong route.

Strengths:

• Trainer Brown Chad C holds highest MSW win percentage in the field (24% on 633 starts)

• Route specialization exceptional (24% win rate on 1,277 routes)

• First-time starters under Brown 18% (294 starts) — strong profile

• Prat F elite at Belmont this meet (19 wins of 74 starts, 25.68% win rate) — highest jockey percentage in
field

• Uncle Mo offspring typically carry early speed; gate works support this

Concerns:

• Massive morning-line move to 3/1 (25% implied) suggests public knows something — odds likely to
compress further

• Zero race experience in 8-furlong distance; prior workouts in 3–4 furlong range only

• Closing angle unclear; appears early-speed candidate exposed to pace compromise

• No evidence of proven distance ability

Trip Projection: Model projects early/middle positioning, likely pressing or leading through the :22² opening
quarter. Setup threatens to isolate this horse from pace relief; vulnerable to stalkers/closers if pace hot.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS / LONGSHOTS (★★)

D.C.'s Army | Post 3 | Jockey: Elliott C | Trainer: McPeek Kenneth G
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Early-speed horse with debut evidence of gate ability but stretch-run fatigue. Saratoga debut (09/05, 7f)
showed promise early (led to Call 2), weakened to fourth. McPeek's second-start record solid (18% win rate
on 137 starts), but sprint/route data mixed (21% on 126 starts). Elliott C minimal Belmont presence (2 wins
of 59 starts, 3.39%). Low equity; use as pace factor in multi-race sequences only.

El Mercado | Post 5 | Jockey: Carmouche K | Trainer: Pletcher Todd A

First-time starter with elite Pletcher pedigree and clean workout pattern, but trainer first-start record (14%
win rate on 251 starts) modest compared to tier-1 alternatives. Carmouche K underperforming this meet (8
wins of 86 starts, 9.3%). Closing profile valid but positioning from post 5 in HOT pace scenario limits
probability edge. Secondary value consideration only.

Shahnameh | Post 7 | Jockey: Franco M | Trainer: Brown Chad C

First-time starter under elite trainer (Brown Chad C, 24% MSW record), but only one prior start data point
(debut loss at Saratoga, 6f, 12th place by 28.9 lengths — severe washout). Franco M strong at Belmont (27
wins of 125 starts, 21.6%), but post-7 disadvantage in HOT pace scenario significant. Redemption angle
real (trainer specializes in second-start recovery, 28% Mdn2ndStart record), but odds (12/1) already
accounting for this. Use as late-entry multi-race play only.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Nevada ELITE STRONG
Low — maintains early
velocity through call
sequence

Dream More STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
effort throughout

E.Z Speaker STRONG STRONG
Moderate — late surge
detected, velocity
preserved

Louden STRONG VULNERABLE
High — velocity collapse
in final furlongs detected



7

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

D.C.'s Army ELITE VULNERABLE
High — speed duel
exposure confirmed,
stretch fade

El Mercado STRONG STRONG
Moderate — closing
profile consistent

Shahnameh VULNERABLE VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
evident, multiple-start
fatigue pattern

Sustained Speed Ratings

ELITE (2 horses): Nevada demonstrates elite opening velocity with sustainable effort framework. D.C.'s
Army shows ELITE early speed but drops to VULNERABLE sustained rating due to prior-race deceleration
at route distance.

STRONG (4 horses): Dream More, E.Z Speaker, Louden, and El Mercado all maintain competitive velocity
profiles with moderate deceleration. E.Z Speaker's closing surge and Dream More's tactical consistency
rank highest within this tier.

VULNERABLE (1 horse): Shahnameh shows significant velocity degradation across call sequence in
debut, compounded by first-time exposure at sprint distance (6f). Route attempt today at 8f amplifies fatigue
risk.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Nevada as the field's elite gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE opening velocity profile
and sustainable effort pattern through the route. However, the model also projects significant speed-duel
risk: Nevada's early speed will likely trigger immediate pressure from D.C.'s Army (also ELITE opening),
forcing the HOT pace scenario projected at :22² and :45¹. This collision exposes both early-speed horses to
deceleration risk in the stretch. Conversely, Dream More and E.Z Speaker display STRONG sustained
ratings with minimal deceleration exposure — these two horses profit most from the projected pace warfare
between Nevada and D.C.'s Army, positioning both as the model's highest-probability finishers in a HOT
early pace collapse.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve
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Dream More — First-time starter with pace-independent profile. No prior race history to analyze for setup
dependency; abundant workouts establish fitness floor. Stalking role from post 4 is optimal tactical setup.
Pletcher's route specialization (18% win on 857 starts) and MSW record (17% on 500 starts) both signal
readiness. Second-start runners in maiden company carry the highest improvement rate in the field.

Louden — Pace-compromised debut (checked at five-eighths pole, faded to ninth at 6.5f) followed by
second-place MSW effort shows clear form trajectory. Blinker addition (equipment change) indicates trainer
adjustment for focus. Mott's second-start record (18% win rate, 2.08 ROI) suggests improvement angle live.
MSW class relief vs. prior sprint distance strengthens case.

E.Z Speaker — Second-time runner with proven closing ability established in last race (second-place finish
from fifth position at Call 2, then rallied in stretch). Turf experiment (08/16) was learning tool; return to dirt
with route experience (8f repeated) supports improvement trajectory. Trainer Casse route record (17% on
1,372 starts) positions this horse for step-forward effort.

Likely to Improve — MSW-Specific Screening:

• D.C.'s Army shows classic first-start speed (led to Call 2 at 7f), faded in stretch due to pace setup (not
ability question). Trainer McPeek's second-start record (18% on 137 starts) suggests meaningful
improvement angle. Stepping up in class (MSW vs. maiden dirt) paradoxically reduces pace pressure —
route specialists in weaker fields often improve sharply second start.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Nevada — While this horse carries elite credentials and highest morning line (3/1 = 25% implied), the model
projects significant pace-duel exposure that may compromise late-race velocity. HOT pace scenario (:22²
quarter, :45¹ half) forces Nevada into an early-speed battle with D.C.'s Army; deceleration risk elevated.
Public undervaluing this risk; odds likely to compress at post time, creating overlay-to-underlay shift.
Career-best gate-speed effort in debut may not repeat under pressure.

Shahnameh — Brutal debut (28.9 lengths, 12th-place finish at 6f) followed by trainer's typical recovery
strategy (all maidens receive second-start boost in Mott system — but wait, this is Brown Chad C, not Mott;
however, Brown Chad C also specializes in second-start recovery with 28% Mdn2ndStart record). But prior
race was catastrophic — no visible response to conditions. Route distance today (8f) vs. sprint (6f) is relief,
but velocity profile collapsed in debut; rebound uncertain. Odds (12/1) reflect this risk.

Louden — Back-to-back efforts show form recovery, but third-place finish (not win) establishes vulnerability.
Equipment change (blinkers) works in favor, but if blinker application fails to settle horse as intended,
regression to prior checked/faded pattern likely. Early post (2) limits tactical freedom in HOT pace scenario.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: DREAM MORE — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 6/5–8/5
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Model projects 26% win probability — highest in the field. Three specific model-driven reasons supporting
selection:

1. Pace Setup Profitability: HOT pace scenario (:22² quarter, :45¹ half) between Nevada and D.C.'s Army
creates optimal stalking angle. Dream More's STRONG sustained speed rating and tactical flexibility
position this horse to press early leaders into fatigue, then rallied in the stretch. Stalkers capitalize on speed
duels; this setup guarantees it.

2. Trainer Specialization — Pletcher Route Record: Pletcher's 18% win rate on 857 routes (1.49 ROI) is
among the field's strongest. MSW record solid (17% on 500 starts, 1.56 ROI). Consistent elite positioning for
8-furlong races specifically.

3. First-Time Starter Fitness Advantage: Abundant workout volume (multiple :48–:49 works, :37.40
three-furlong bullet on 09/05) establishes rare race-readiness for a debut runner. Post 4 provides tactical
flexibility; model does not project post-position constraint.

Value Assessment: Model win% (26%) exceeds implied morning line (5/2 = 28.6%) by -2.6%. NO
OVERLAY on morning line. However, model projects post-time odds drift to 6/5–8/5 range as public focuses
on Nevada (3/1 morning line compression likely). At 6/5, Dream More becomes a +4.7% edge; at 8/5, edge
expands to +7.4%.

VALUE PLAY: EL MERCADO — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 6/1–8/1

Model projects 13% win probability at morning-line 8/1 (11.1% implied) — represents +1.9% edge on posted
odds.

Overlay Rationale: El Mercado's pedigree (Curlin sire, elite route bloodline) and Pletcher conditioning
(same as Dream More) position this horse for hidden value. First-time starters under Pletcher with
closing-profile workouts often underrated by the public. Carmouche K's pedestrian Belmont record (9.3%
this meet) misdirects wagering public away from this connection. Post 5 in HOT pace scenario provides
closing room; closes faster into a :45¹ half-mile than into a :43 half-mile.

Value Explanation: Public chasing Nevada (3/1 ML compression likely to 6/5) and Dream More (likely to
shorten to 5/2). El Mercado at 8/1 is orphan with legitimate winning chances. Curlin offspring routinely
surprise in maiden races; this sire connection undervalued in public opinion.

LONGSHOT PLAY: None — No genuine 10/1+ overlay identified in this field.

MULTI-RACE WAGERS (Pick 3/4/5/6) — Top 3

A: Dream More — 26% win probability (matches Win Bet)

B: Nevada — 10% win probability — Pace-duel vulnerability acknowledged, but elite trainer/jockey
combination (Brown Chad C 24% MSW, Prat F 25.68% this meet) elevates probability edge even under
deceleration risk. Use as safety net in multi-race sequences.
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C: E.Z Speaker — 19% win probability — Second-start runner with proven closing ability and route
experience. Casse/Davis combination undervalued. Late-race velocity profile preserved; tactical setup
improving on post-1 disadvantage if early speed focuses on Nevada vs. D.C.'s Army battle.

Combined Projected Probability (A+B+C): 55% — Three-horse combination covers 55% of
model-derived win space. Sufficient coverage for Pick 3/4/5/6 coverage slots.

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★ (4 of 5 stars)

Model's Key Projection: Dream More emerges as the highest-probability winner based on pace-scenario fit
and tactical advantage in a HOT early-pace environment. The model projects Nevada and D.C.'s Army will
engage in a speed duel (projected :22² quarter, :45¹ half-mile), creating fatigue exposure for both
early-speed horses. Dream More's stalking profile and Pletcher route specialization position this first-time
starter to capitalize on the collapse.

Pace Scenario Certainty: HIGH. Two genuine early-speed horses (Nevada, D.C.'s Army) virtually
guarantee HOT pace classification. Speed-duel collision is mathematical certainty. Stalkers and closers
profit accordingly.

Primary Value Opportunity: El Mercado at 8/1 represents the field's hidden value. Identical trainer
(Pletcher) as the favorite (Dream More), Curlin pedigree undervalued in public opinion, closing profile
profitable in HOT pace setup. Odds likely to hold at 8/1 or better as public ignores this horse.

Public Betting Mistake to Exploit: Nevada at 3/1 morning line is odds compression trap. Elite trainer
(Brown Chad C, 24% MSW, 24% routes) and elite jockey (Prat F, 25.68% this meet) will drive odds to
6/5–8/5 by post time. However, model identifies significant pace-duel vulnerability — Nevada's opening
velocity will be tested by D.C.'s Army immediately, forcing deceleration in stretch. The 3/1 morning line
already factors elite credentials; it does NOT factor the pace-setup penalty. Fade Nevada at shortened odds.
Use as safety net in multi-race play, not primary win bet.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
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Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.


