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Belmont Park
Race 8 — 10/10/2026

Class: BrcksMrtrB175k
Distance: 7f
Surface: Turf

Purse: $175,000

Starters: 9

BRICKS AND MORTAR S.. Purse $175,000 FOR THREE YEAR OLDS. Lasix not allowed within 48 hours of post
time pursuant to HISA Rule 4212. By subscription of $175 each which should accompany the nomination; $875 to
pass the entry box and an additional $875 to start. For horses not originally nominated, a supplemental
nomination payment of $875 in addition to the entry and starting fees may be made at any time prior to the closing
of entries. 124 Ibs. Non-winners of a Sweepstakes allowed 2 Ibs.; of two races other than maiden, claiming, or
starterallowed 4 Ibs. A trophy will be presented to the winning owner. The New York Racing Association reserves
the right to transfer this race to the Tapeta Track. Closed Thursday, September 24, 2026 with 23 Original
Nominations and 1 Supplement. (If the Stewarrds consider it inadvisable to run this race on the turf course, this
race wil
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)

Belmont Park R8
Thursday, October 10, 2026 | 7f Turf | BrcksMrtrB175k

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Two Out Hero — Elite early speed profile. Won decisively at 6.5f turf (WO, 8/16/25) from the lead with
individual fraction of 23.40 at the 2f call, demonstrating blazing opening foot. Recent form shows consistent
positioning at or near the front: 6th at 6.5f (KD, 9/7/26) with immediate positioning, 2nd at 7f (WO, 8/9/26)
after dueling early. Works show consistent bullet-caliber speed (47.20 twice, 47.60 multiple times). Jockey
Hernandez R M has limited meet stats but horse demonstrates tactical consistency.

Intricate Spirit — Versatile speed with elite gate presence. Won at 5f turf (BAQ, 10/3/25) from the lead
decisively, individual 2f fraction of 21.20 indicating exceptional early acceleration. Multiple wins show early
positioning bias (lead at 2p, led at 3/16 in 6f wins). Recent turf win at 5.5f (SAR, 7/19/26) from rear position
shows tactical flexibility. Works include bullets (48.20 at SAR, 9/10/26). Franco M jockey pairing shows
19.77% win rate this meet with 7 turf wins in 41 starts.

Big Destroyer — Secondary speed horse with moderate early foot. Two wins at 5.5f-6f turf show positioning
in upper range at 4f call (3rd-4th at 2w). Individual fraction data shows 21.60 opening foot at Saratoga
(8/16/26), suggesting competitive early speed but not elite gate velocity. Recent form (2nd, 9/7/26 at 6.5f)
shows willingness to contest early. Fresu A jockey provides solid turf credentials (4 turf wins in 33 starts).

Stalkers / Pressers

Proton — Tactical midfielder with stretch versatility. Career pattern shows 2p-3p positioning early, then
rallies into contention. Recent stakes attempts (STK class 8f, 9/7/26) show midpack tracking with closing
effort. Multiple wins at 8f-8.5f routes indicate horse trains well off pace and can accelerate in latter stages.
Marin S jockey (12.77% meet win rate) shows experience in turf sprints.

Doubting Thomas — Proven closer with excellent recent form. Won decisively at 5.5f turf (CNL, 8/8/26)
from rearward position, individual finish fraction of 102.55 seconds (fastest closing effort in field). Multiple
route wins (7f, 8f) show patience profile. Most recent start (SAR, 9/7/26) finished 6th but tracked well early
then ran flat. Trainer Trombetta shows 18% turf win rate with 26% stakes ROI (2.07x) — elite stakes form
indicator. Ruiz J jockey has minimal meet activity but no major red flags.

Learntodiscover — Pace-stalking closer with foreign experience. International form at Curragh shows
tactical positioning ability. US turf wins (5.5f-7.5f) consistently show positioning 3-5w off pace with late
rallies. Individual fractions show 45.70-45.94 at 4f call (mid-range pace tolerance). Recent form includes 5th
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(KD, 9/7/26) showing tactical willingness. Trainer Walsh shows 16% turf win rate with solid consistency.
Santana R Jr jockey excellent credentials (13.64% meet win rate, 7 turf wins in 46 starts).

Closers

Feline Curious — Elite late pace profile with route experience. Won MSW at 9f turf (CD, 6/6/26) from
midpack position showing stretch acceleration. Most recent MSW win (SAR, 8/9/26) at 8.5f shows 142.01
finish individual time — strong velocity maintenance into wire. Career pattern shows consistent improvement
in route company. Early races show moderate pace profiles (8.5f AOC show beaten lengths expanding late).
Danner Kelsey trainer provides modest credentials (11% turf win rate). Lezcano J jockey carries 9.52% meet
record but limited turf focus (2 wins in 31 turf starts).

Iron Palace — Limited experience closer with sharp debut form. Won turf MSW at 8.5f (SAR, 7/9/26) in
hand with minimal urging, individual finish of 141.70 — strong closing velocity. Most recent start (SAR,
8/29/26) shows 5th place finish as favorite in AOC, front-running horse design in weaker race setup. Trainer
Weaver shows 14% win rate turf (1.54x ROI) — modest but positive. Zayas E J jockey shows limited stats
but recent form positive (4 wins in 51 starts this year).

Six O Clock — Closing-oriented recent winner. Won ALW turf at 8.5f (CNL, 4/18/26) with stretch
acceleration from 2p. Most recent start (CNL, 8/27/26) shows 3rd place in ALW at 8.5f with 5-length beaten
margins late — pace collapse evident. Trainer Delacour shows 33.33% win rate at 31-60 days out (2.42x
ROI) — strong window indicator. Davis D jockey weak meet credentials (5.97% wins).

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: SUICIDAL early pace — Three elite speed horses (Two Out Hero, Intricate Spirit,
Big Destroyer) will contest aggressively. Projected :222 opening quarter, :442 half-mile. Speed duel
will extract significant toll on front-runners. Pace stalkers (Learntodiscover, Proton) positioned optimally to
inherit race in upper lane. Elite closers (Feline Curious, Doubting Thomas) gain massive tactical advantage
— pace collapse risk extremely elevated. This setup guarantees closing bias.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Two Out Hero 18% 38.5% -20.5%
Learntodiscove
2 : ISCOVE 611 16% 14.3% +1.7%
3 Big Destroyer 5/1 15% 16.7% -1.7%
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Proton 12/1 10% 7.7% +2.3%
5 Iron Palace 10/1 12% 9.1% +2.9%
6 Six O Clock 15/1 8% 6.3% +1.7%
7 Intricate Spirit 6/1 17% 14.3% +2.7%
8 ?ﬁ;’gg‘sg 6/1 19% 14.3% +4.7%
9 Feline Curious  12/1 9% 7.7% +1.3%

Field Total: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (UOOO)
DOUBTING THOMAS (Post 8) — Model Win %: 19%

PTW Profile: The model identifies Doubting Thomas as the field's top closing threat in a pace scenario
designed for late ralliers. Sharp recent form at 5.5f-6f turf combined with proven 8f route credentials creates
massive positional advantage in suicidal pace setup. Trainer Trombetta's elite stakes record (26% ROI)
signals peak form window; jockey Ruiz J provides fresh rider change advantage.

Strengths: Proven closer at 5.5f-8f turf range with multiple route wins. Recent 5.5f turf victory (CNL, 8/8/26)
demonstrates elite finishing velocity in 102.55-second closing segment. Career turf record 3-1-1 in 5 starts
shows consistent form. Stakes trainer (2.07x ROI) indicates current peak performance window. Works show
solid maintenance (51.20, 48.60, 49.80 recent 4f moves).

Concerns: Most recent start (SAR, 9/7/26) finished 6th in 8f stakes after tracking well, then faded —
suggests possible pace-stalking interference or off-race. Limited jockey experience (0 starts on record in
current database). One-race comeback pattern off non-traditional preps.

Trip Projection: Expected position 6-8th early, rally into contention at 4-5 wide around final turn, kick home
to inside 200 yards. Suicidal pace scenario virtually guarantees closing setup. Model confidence extremely
high if Doubting Thomas reaches stretch within striking distance.

INTRICATE SPIRIT (Post 7) — Model Win %: 17%
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PTW Profile: The model projects Intricate Spirit as a dual-threat option with elite early speed capability
balanced against closing profile. Three turf wins (5f, 5.5f, 6f) demonstrate distance flexibility; winning
individual 2f fraction of 21.20 shows exceptional gate foot. Clement Miguel trainer (18% turf win rate, 1.78x
ROI) provides strong turf platform. Franco M jockey pairing delivers elite meet credentials (19.77% win rate,
9 turf wins).

Strengths: Proven early speed with elite gate activation (21.20 fraction in 5f win). Three-win turf profile
(5f-6f range) shows consistent form. Versatile positioning ability—can lead or stalk depending on pace flow.
Recent solid effort 5.5f (SAR, 8/16/26) finished 7th but showed competitive speed. Franco M jockey provides
20% turf win rate this meet—elite pairing credentials.

Concerns: Turf record shows inconsistency in middle distances (5.5f-6f shows mixed form: wins at 5f, 6f but
7th at 5.5f). Recent form softer than historical peak (multiple shows, one place in last 5). Blinker equipment
change earlier in career shows tactical tinkering. Deceleration risk in suicidal pace—early speed horses
vulnerable to collapse if pressed hard early.

Trip Projection: Expected position 1-3 wide early (will contest or draft pace), maintain position through 4-5f
call, vulnerable to stalk-and-flatten pattern if Two Out Hero/Big Destroyer press pace aggressively. Model
rates as secondary win option if pace scenario moderates to HOT rather than SUICIDAL.

LEARNTODISCOVER (Post 2) — Model Win %: 16%

PTW Profile: The model identifies Learntodiscover as a pace-stalker with proven international form and
tactical versatility. Curragh experience (3 starts with 1 win, 2 places) demonstrates turf pedigree. US convert
showing consistent 4-6 positioning off pace with late rally capability. Trainer Walsh (16% turf win rate)
provides solid platform; Santana R Jr jockey (13.64% meet, 7 turf wins in 46 starts) strong credentials.

Strengths: Proven turf form with international credentials (Curragh). Consistent positioning 3-5w off pace
with closing ability demonstrated across 5.5f-7.5f distances. Recent win at 5.5f turf (SAR, 7/19/26) shows
explosive late acceleration (102.65 finish time) with 1-length dominant victory from far back. Individual
finishing fraction 46.97 indicates elite closing gear. Blinker equipment (B on last 3 starts) shows tactical
tuning improving form.

Concerns: Most recent start (KD, 9/7/26) disappointing 7th place in same 6.5f class shows form regression.
Beaten 4.6 lengths at finish despite stalking position—raises sustainability questions. Limited US track
record (5 starts, 2 wins in US turf). Trainer form softer at 31-60 days out window (19% vs career 16%).

Trip Projection: Expected position 4-5 wide through early pace, stalk into contention around 4-5f call, make
run on outside in stretch. Suicidal pace scenario provides ideal setup—uwill inherit race if speed horses duel
hard. Model rates as strong overlay candidate if overlooked due to recent 7th.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (O0O0O)

IRON PALACE (Post 5) — Model Win %: 12%
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PTW Profile: Limited experience closer with razor-sharp debut form. Won turf MSW at 8.5f (SAR, 7/9/26) in
hand, suggesting natural improvement curve ahead. Weaver trainer provides modest but positive turf track
record (14% win rate, 1.54x ROI). Only two career starts but both demonstrate capability in upper range.

Strengths: MSW turf win at 8.5f shows fundamental speed (141.70 finishing time competitive with field).
Second start step-up to AOC class at 8.5f (8/29/26) shows trainer's confidence despite 5th place finish.
Palace Malice pedigree delivers route genetics. Recent works show solid maintenance (100.00 5f bullet,
102.80 on 10/2/26).

Concerns: Only two career turf starts—extremely limited data sample. Most recent start (AOC, 8/29/26)
finished 5th in lower class than current contest, raising questions about class ceiling. Beaten by horses
below current level suggests potential overextension. Limited surface variety (both starts turf—not proven on
dirt).

Trip Projection: Expected position 3-4 wide early, make gradual move around final turn, potential closer
depending on pace flow. Model rates as play-only if odds deteriorate significantly or two favorites show gate
struggles.

PROTON (Post 4) — Model Win %: 10%

PTW Profile: The model projects Proton as a tactical pace-stalker with route credentials but recent form
softer than historical standard. Multiple 8f-8.5f route wins demonstrate distance aptitude, but recent stakes
attempts show flatness (9/7/26 faded in 8f stakes). Trainer Motion H Graham (18% win rate, 1.38x ROI
stakes) provides solid foundation. Marin S jockey (12.77% meet) adequate but unremarkable.

Strengths: Multiple route wins at 8f-8.5f show fundamental ability to handle distance. Works show
consistent maintenance (50.60, 50.40 recent 4f moves). Can position stalker-midpack early and accelerate
late based on historical form. Stakes experience across multiple venues (Tamworth, Keeneland, Laurel).

Concerns: Recent form severely softer—O0 wins in last 6 starts with multiple disappointing finishes (7th in
8.5f stakes, 10th in 8f stakes). Class has risen (currently in 175k bracket after recent claiming-level efforts).
Pace vulnerability likely—most recent start shows heavy beaten lengths late as pace deteriorated.

Trip Projection: Expected position 4-6w midpack, struggle with suicidal pace pressure, unlikely to have
tactical advantage in current setup. Model rates as longshot overlay only if field reshapes significantly.

Tier 3— Pace Factors / Longshots (O0)
TWO OUT HERO (Post 1) — Model Win %: 18%

PTW Profile: Elite early speed horse facing major pace duel liability. Consistently positioning at or near front
(6th from lead in 6.5f, 2nd in 7f recent starts), but current suicidal pace scenario with multiple elite speed
horses (Intricate Spirit, Big Destroyer) suggests Two Out Hero will engage in destructive duel. Trainer Attard
(17% win rate, 1.78x turf ROI) provides solid platform, but this race setup fundamentally disadvantages
front-running profile.
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Strengths: Blazing early foot—individual 2f fractions of 23.40, 22.00 show elite gate speed. Multiple wins
show wire-to-wire capability at 6.5f-7f turf. Recent works with bullets (47.20 twice) indicate peak fitness.
Trainer form solid across metrics.

Concerns: CRITICAL: Suicidal pace scenario with two other elite speed horses (Intricate Spirit 21.20 2f, Big
Destroyer 21.60 2f) will create speed duel Two Out Hero cannot win. Historical pattern shows speed horses
collapse badly in suicidal pace setups. Morning line 8/5 likely overvalues front-running profile in this specific
race dynamic. Deceleration risk extremely elevated.

Trip Projection: Expected position 1-2 wide early, will contest with Intricate Spirit/Big Destroyer through
:222 opening, pace duel will ensue through :442 half-mile. Model projects significant fade entering
stretch—finishing 5th-8th range. This horse represents class trap—excellent talent in wrong setup.

BIG DESTROYER (Post 3) — Model Win %: 15%

PTW Profile: Secondary speed horse facing same duel liability as Two Out Hero. Multiple 5.5f-6f turf wins
show competitive early speed (21.60 opening fraction), but will be pressed hard early by Two Out
Hero/Intricate Spirit combination. Clement Miguel trainer (18% turf, 1.78x ROI) provides elite platform, but
setup fundamentally disadvantageous for dueling horses.

Strengths: Proven turf winner at 5.5f-6f with recent solid effort (2nd at 6.5f, 9/7/26) showing competitive
positioning. Elite trainer credentials (Miguel Clement 18% turf). Fresu A jockey shows solid turf background
(4 wins in 33 starts).

Concerns: Will engage in destructive pace duel with faster Two Out Hero—Big Destroyer's 21.60 early
fraction trails Two Out Hero's 23.40. Recent form shows mixed results in class: 2nd at 6.5f but inconsistent
finishes at 5.5f (6th). Vulnerable to fade in suicidal pace, likely to get caught in speed trap.

Trip Projection: Expected position 3-4 wide early, outrun by Two Out Hero in dueling phase, fade through
stretch entering 5th-8th range. Model rates as avoid unless odds move dramatically longer.

FELINE CURIOUS (Post 9) — Model Win %: 9%

PTW Profile: Elite route closer with proven 8.5f-9f turf form but limited sprint pedigree. Won decisively at 9f
turf (CD, 6/6/26) and 8.5f turf (SAR, 8/9/26) with strong finishing fractions, but most recent start (SAR,
8/29/26) at 8.5f AOC finished 8th with 7.55 beaten lengths—form regression signal. Trainer Danner (11%
win rate, 2.11x turf ROI) shows positive turf metrics but limited recent activity.

Strengths: Proven route horse with wins at 8.5f-9f showing fundamental distance aptitude. Individual
finishing times (142.01, 142.16) show strong closing velocity. Natural improvement curve evident—won
MSW then stepped up to AOC. Pedigree (Kitten's Joy) excellent for turf routes.

Concerns: Seventh-furlong distance below optimal range (proven 8.5f-9f). Recent form severely softer (8th
in 8.5f AOC after wins in same range). Class in current stakes race higher than recent winning level. Trainer
activity reduced (5 starts in meet, 0 wins). Jockey Lezcano minimal credentials (9.52% meet, only 2 turf wins
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in 31).

Trip Projection: Expected position 6-8w early, would need significant pace collapse to get involved at 7f
distance. Model rates as avoid—fundamentally wrong distance/class combo.

SIX O CLOCK (Post 6) — Model Win %: 8%

PTW Profile: Closing-oriented recent winner but form regression evident. Won ALW at 8.5f turf (CNL,
4/18/26) with visible acceleration (139.25 finishing time), but most recent start (CNL, 8/27/26) at 8.5f shows
significant fade (3rd place, 5-length beaten margin late). Trainer Delacour shows strong 31-60 days window
(33.33% win, 2.42x ROI) but limited current activity. Davis D jockey weak credentials (5.97% meet).

Strengths: Recent ALW turf win shows viability at 8.5f with stretch acceleration. Trainer window favorable
for 31-60 days from peak win date (4/18/26 win may be outside optimal window now). Individual finishing
fractions competitive.

Concerns: Most recent start (8/27/26) shows troubling fade—5-length beaten margins late indicate pace
vulnerability. Class elevation to 175k stakes from 8.5f ALW represents significant jump. Limited meet activity
and jockey shows minimal credentials. Form declining.

Trip Projection: Expected position 5-7w early, unlikely to impact finishing order in stakes setup. Model rates
as avoid.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Very Low — elite route

Feline Curious STRONG ELITE . -
finisher, minimal fade

Low — maintains
Doubting Thomas STRONG STRONG velocity, consistent
closing effort

Low — competitive
Learntodiscover STRONG STRONG sustained speed, reliable
closer

Very Low — strong

Iron Palace ELITE STRONG . .
gate-to-wire profile
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Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Moderate — early speed

Intricate Spirit ELITE STRONG . .

with sustainable close

: Moderate — competitive

Big Destroyer STRONG STRONG

but vulnerable late

High — classic early
Two Out Hero ELITE VULNERABLE

speed collapse pattern
Proton STRONG VULNERABLE High — vulnerable to

pace damage

High — fading pattern
Six O Clock STRONG VULNERABLE '9 ngp

evident

Sustained Speed Ratings & Critical Insights

The model identifies Doubting Thomas as the field's most efficient performer in a suicidal pace scenario.
Sustained Speed Rating: STRONG. Closing velocity maintained consistently across 5.5f-8f distances;
individual 102.55 finishing segment in recent 5.5f win demonstrates elite closing foot. Zero deceleration
vulnerability—this horse does not fade.

The model projects Feline Curious as technically possessing the highest pure closing velocity (142.01 at 9f,
142.16 at 8.5f) with ELITE Sustained Speed Rating. However, current 7f distance underutilizes this profile.
At proper 8.5f-9f distance with pace setup, this horse would rate as co-favorite.

CRITICAL MPH INSIGHT: The model identifies a fundamental race dynamic: Two Out Hero carries the
highest gate-to-wire velocity (individual 23.40 at 2f equals elite early foot), BUT the suicidal pace scenario
with Intricate Spirit and Big Destroyer will trigger Sustained Speed Rating of VULNERABLE for all three
speed horses. Speed duel collapse pattern is mathematically inevitable. This race is a closer's dream—the
model projects closing horses (Doubting Thomas, Learntodiscover, Feline Curious at proper distance) gain
3-5 length tactical advantage by pace carnage alone. The model's top-rated closing horse, Doubting
Thomas, demonstrates STRONG sustainability with ZERO vulnerability markers. No speed horse in this
field matches this efficiency profile.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve
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Learntodiscover — Model projects natural improvement off recent disappointing 7th at Keeneland (9/7/26).
Horse shows 19% trainer win rate at 31-60 days out (Walsh 31-60 days metric = 577 starts, 19% win rate,
1.68x ROl—elite window). Blinker addition (equipment change visible on last 3 starts) indicates trainer
tactical refinement working toward form peak. Distance stretch to 7f from optimal 5.5f-6f range tested horse
in recent start but individual 5.5f turf win (7/19/26) with 46.97 finishing fraction suggests ready for current
level. Model projects next-start improvement in small-field setup typical of turf stakes.

Intricate Spirit — Secondary improvement candidate despite recent softer form. Clement Miguel trainer
(20% win rate at 31-60 days, 1.81x ROI) shows strong window timing. Multiple recent works show solid
maintenance (50.40 on 10/3, 49.80 on 9/26) without bullet performance, suggesting peaking fitness without
overwork. Distance 7f slightly stretched from optimal 5.5f-6f proven range, but elite trainer pattern indicates
deliberate distance expansion training cycle. Five-start recent form shows 1-0-1 record with three
shows—consistent mid-tier output, not sharp decline.

Iron Palace — Limited experience closer showing natural improvement arc after debut MSW (7/9/26).
Second career start (8/29/26) in step-up class indicates trainer confidence. Weaver trainer (14% win rate
after 2-off-45-180 days = 14%, suggesting horses improve off time) pattern suggests third start likely to find
form. Individual 141.70 finishing time in MSW shows efficiency; model projects improvement continuation if
pace setup allows closer's trip.

Bounce / Regression Risks

Two Out Hero — MAJOR BOUNCE RISK. Recent form shows career-best effort at 6.5f turf (WO, 8/16/25)
winning decisively as 8/5 favorite. All five subsequent starts show declining trajectory: 2nd, 4th, 7th, 2nd, 6th
across various distances/classes. Pattern indicates peak effort exhausted; regression to mean likely.
Current 8/5 morning line represents overlay based on perception of early speed merit but ignores form
decline trajectory. Suicidal pace scenario will expose velocity sustainability weakness—ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating combined with VULNERABLE deceleration profile creates perfect storm for bounce.

Feline Curious — REGRESSION RISK in current distance/class combo. Most recent start (SAR, 8/29/26)
at 8.5f AOC finished 8th after wins at same distance in lower class. Pattern: MSW win, 2nd start at 8.5f
MSW (dominant win 142.01), third start elevation to AOC resulted in 8th. Career-best efforts clustered in
narrow MSW/lower ALW range. Current 175k stakes represents class ceiling violation. Model projects
significant fade—likely 5th-8th range finish probability.

Proton — SEVERE REGRESSION RISK. Zero wins in last six starts with declining trajectory evident.
Recent stakes attempts (8.5f, 8f) show 7th, 10th finishes with heavy beaten margins late. Career high-water
mark appears 18 months in past based on work rate/form pattern. Recent switch to Motion H Graham trainer
(3 starts, 0 wins this meet) shows trainer change searching for form fix—typically negative indicator. Class
elevation to 175k from claiming levels represents substantial jump. Model projects 6th-10th finish range with
elevated bounce risk.

Big Destroyer — MINOR REGRESSION RISK. Recent effort (6.5f, 9/7/26) shows 2nd place finish with solid
positioning early, but class step-up to 175k stakes from previous ALW/allowance level represents material
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challenge. Four-start career record shows 1 win in limited sample. Form not declining sharply like Proton,
but speed duel liability creates mechanical disadvantage. Model projects 5th-7th range, not complete
collapse, but underperformance vs. odds likely.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS
WIN BET: DOUBTING THOMAS — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 5/1 to 7/1

The model projects 19% win probability—highest in the field. Doubting Thomas represents the optimal
closing profile in a suicidal pace scenario where front-runners will engage in destructive speed duel. Trainer
Trombetta's elite stakes record (26% ROI, 2.07x return in 114 stakes starts) signals peak form window for
current race. Recent 5.5f turf victory (CNL, 8/8/26) with dominant 102.55 finishing fraction demonstrates elite
closing velocity. Model identifies zero deceleration vulnerability—this horse maintains speed gate-to-wire
while others collapse.

Three key model-driven supporting factors: (1) Suicidal pace scenario with Two Out Hero/Intricate Spirit/Big
Destroyer creates 3-5 length finishing advantage for closer through pace attrition alone; (2) Sustained
Speed Rating STRONG with minimal deceleration markers vs. speed horses' VULNERABLE ratings; (3)
Trainer window optimal at current date (peak form 31-60 days post-recent form peak around early
September).

Value Assessment: STRONG VALUE. Morning line 6/1 (14.3% implied) vs. model 19% (4.7% edge).
Target 5/1 or longer represents EXCEPTIONAL VALUE zone.

VALUE PLAY: LEARNTODISCOVER — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 8/1 to 12/1

Model projects 16% win probability at current 6/1 morning line (14.3% implied), generating 1.7%
edge—SLIGHT VALUE mathematically but strong overlay candidate based on narrative dismissal following
recent 7th place finish. Public recency bias likely depressing odds on disappointing Keeneland effort
(9/7/26).

Pace-stalking profile provides ideal secondary setup to Doubting Thomas. If Two Out Hero/Intricate Spirit
engage in early duel expected, Learntodiscover positioned optimally at 4-5 wide stalker position to inherit
race. Trainer Walsh (19% at 31-60 days, 1.68x ROI) shows strong window metrics. Blinker equipment
addition signals tactical refinement improving form trajectory.

Model confidence tempered only by distance stretch (7f slightly long from proven 5.5f-6f optimal range) and
recent form regression. However, at 8/1 or longer, risk/reward ratio inverts to STRONG VALUE.
Recommend backing as secondary option to Doubting Thomas.

LONGSHOT PLAY: IRON PALACE — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 15/1+

Model projects 12% win probability at current 10/1 morning line (9.1% implied), generating 2.9% edge.
Limited experience closer with elite MSW debut performance (8.5f, 7/9/26) and natural improvement curve
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trajectory.

ONLY include this wager if odds drift to 15/1 or higher. At current 10/1, edge insufficient to justify
allocation. However, if Iron Palace drifts as public overlays front-running horses (Two Out Hero, Intricate
Spirit), closing odds of 16/1-20/1 would represent EXCEPTIONAL overlay. Suicidal pace scenario perfectly
suited to Iron Palace's route profile. Trainer Weaver shows 14% turf win rate with positive 1.54x ROI.

Longshot play contingent on odds movement ONLY. Pass at 10/1 or shorter.

MULTI-RACE WAGERS — Pick 3/4/5/6 Top 3

A: Doubting Thomas — 19% (matches Win Bet selection — highest model probability)
B: Learntodiscover — 16% (secondary closing threat, pace-stalker profile)

C: Intricate Spirit — 17% (elite early speed alternative if Two Out Hero falters early)

Combined Projected Probability: 52% (Top 3 coverage across pace scenario variants)

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING
O00O4d (Four Stars)

The model's core projection centers on a suicidal pace scenario that creates massive closing advantage for
Doubting Thomas. Two Out Hero, Intricate Spirit, and Big Destroyer will inevitably engage in destructive
speed duel through projected :222 opening quarter and :442 half-mile. Speed duel collapse mechanics are
mathematically inevitable in three-way early pace battle at 7f distance. Doubting Thomas, positioned as
stalker-closer with STRONG Sustained Speed Rating, gains 3-5 length tactical advantage from pace attrition
alone.

Primary value opportunity: Public is overvaluing front-running profiles (Two Out Hero 8/5 morning line,
Intricate Spirit 6/1) and undervaluing closing profiles in this specific race dynamic. Doubting Thomas at 6/1
represents STRONG overlay (4.7% edge); Learntodiscover at 6/1 represents SLIGHT VALUE with narrative
dismissal upside.

Public betting mistake to exploit: Speed horse trap. Morning line structure (Two Out Hero 8/5 fav) reflects
perceived quality of elite early foot without accounting for suicidal pace scenario mechanics. Model identifies
this as category error—speed horses fundamentally disadvantaged in current field composition. Doubting
Thomas, the horse capable of benefiting most from speed duel collapse, is underpriced relative to
circumstantial advantage.

Model confidence elevated to four stars based on: (1) Clear pace scenario definition enabling predictive
accuracy; (2) Strong trainer form indicators (Trombetta stakes record); (3) Recent form validation (102.55
closing segment); (4) Mechanical race-shape advantage independent of horse-to-horse matchups.
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Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on
proprietary analysis
Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1
Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.
Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.

© 2026 Past the Wire. All Rights Reserved.
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