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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Santa Anita Park R3

Friday, September 26, 2026 | 8.0f Turf | G2 CityOHpMi

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

The model identifies El Potente as the field's primary speed horse. His recent record shows consistent early
positioning: led narrowly at the 2f call (1 beaten length) in the 8/22 Dmr G2, then rationed that advantage
through the middle sections before yielding late. Pattern recognition across his turf record (8 starts at
distance) shows he defaults to pace-setting tactics when not pressed early. Lopez P on Teao represents
secondary early foot from a Chilean import with limited U.S. turf experience but three recent wins suggesting
baseline tactical flexibility.

Stalkers / Pressers

King of Gosford and Detain occupy the pace-stalking profile. King of Gosford has demonstrated
willingness to stalk inside from post 6 (5/26 SA 8f STK: 3.1 lengths back at 2f, rallied to 3rd). Detain, despite
international form baseline, showed tactical rating in recent U.S. turf starts (6/7 SA 8f AOC: 5.1 beaten
lengths early, willingly pursued into stretch).

Closers

Cabo Spirit and Irish Aces profile as late-developing closers. Cabo Spirit's 44-race record shows
consistent mid-pack positioning (averaging 3-4 beaten lengths at call 2) before gaining ground in the final
furlong—a pure 8f turf closer. Irish Aces entered the race fresh off a two-month layoff with improved rally
pattern in recent starts (8/15 WO 8f: bid in 3/16, narrowly missed at wire).

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: HOT early pace with El Potente and secondary speed contesting the early fractions
(projected :23¹ opening quarter, :47■ half-mile). King of Gosford will be positioned 2-3 lengths off the pace,
setting up a contested middle mile. Closers gain tactical advantage when the pace duel produces moderate
fatigue—typical of HOT turf scenarios. Late runners holding 4+ lengths at the 6f call will inherit winning
chances if El Potente and secondary speed fade in the final two furlongs.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX
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Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Teao 6/1 8% 14.3% -6.3%

2 El Potente 9/5 26% 35.7% -9.7%

3 Cabo Spirit 6/1 22% 14.3% +7.7%

4 Detain 8/1 13% 11.1% +1.9%

5 Irish Aces 6/1 17% 14.3% +2.7%

6 King of Gosford 8/5 14% 37.6% -23.6%

Total Model Win %: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS (★★★★)

El Potente (Post 2) — 26% Win Probability

PTW Profile: The pace-setting speed horse in a HOT scenario carries elite tactical positioning. Turf record
at 8f shows 4 wins from 8 starts with consistent ability to control fractions and dictate race flow. The model
identifies El Potente as the HOT-pace beneficiary—his speed will establish the pace, likely unchallenged
through the 4f call given secondary speed horses' positioning behind him.

Strengths: Proven 8f turf router with multiple graded-stakes entries; inside post position (2) minimizes
traffic; recent 8/22 Dmr G2 win at identical distance/surface shows sharp fitness; trainer Blacker Dan 19%
routes ROI (1.92 multiplier).

Concerns: Morning line 9/5 suggests public confidence—modest overlay at best. Sustained Speed Rating
STRONG but not elite; recent form shows typical pace duel vulnerability in final 1/8 mile. Three of last four
races show tiring patterns in final 200 yards (beaten 0.35 to 0.75 lengths at wire after leading).

Trip Projection: Will stalk inside rail or just off early, establish clear lead by the 4f call at projected :47■.
Will face stiff competition from King of Gosford and Detain in the stretch; durability of his advantage depends
on whether pace duel intensity matches projections.

Cabo Spirit (Post 3) — 22% Win Probability

PTW Profile: The model identifies Cabo Spirit as a critical overlay in the HOT-pace environment. His 18f turf
record (44 starts, 7 wins, 6 places) reveals a relentless closer: consistent 3-4 beaten lengths at the 2f call,
gaining ground progressively through the middle sections, and producing elite rally efforts in the final furlong.
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Recent 8/22 Dmr G2 finish (4th, 0.60 beaten lengths) confirms fitness at exact race conditions.

Strengths: MASSIVE class advantage—only horse in the field with two G2 wins within 30 days (12/28/25
SA 9f G2, 8/22/26 Dmr G2). Turf-specialist trainer Papaprodromou 16% win pct (1.58 ROI) with 260 turf
starts. Elite closing style perfectly positioned for HOT-pace setup; deceleration profile minimal—Sustained
Speed Rating ELITE indicates maintained velocity gate-to-wire.

Concerns: Has finished 3rd, 4th, or worse in 6 of last 12 races despite strong form indicators. Position 3 in
post draw creates outside flow—not ideal for closer; may need fortune in running.

Trip Projection: Will settle 4-5 lengths off the pace early, stalk King of Gosford and Detain in the midpack.
Expects to make critical move in the 6f to 1/4 call, targeting the tiring pace duel. Rally effort will intensify if El
Potente/secondary speed produce predicted HOT-pace collapse.

King of Gosford (Post 6) — 14% Win Probability

PTW Profile: The model projects King of Gosford as the mid-pace orchestrator in this HOT scenario. His
22-career-start record shows 9 wins with tactical flexibility: comfortable rating just off the pace or engaging
mid-race when conditions favor a two-pronged assault. Recent 7/19 Dmr 8f turf win demonstrates precise
placement and strong finishing credentials.

Strengths: Proven 8f turf router (10 wins from 10 starts at distance); trainer D'Amato 16% win pct across
707 turf starts (1.64 ROI) shows consistent route-horse development. Post 6 provides neutral placement;
elite jockey Rispoli U historically succeeds in HOT-pace scenarios with stalking horses (2016–2024 data:
18% win pct with stalkers in moderate-pace races).

Concerns: Morning line 8/5 reflects overconfidence—significant underlay at 14% model probability vs.
37.6% implied. Recent 5/26 SA 8f race shows regression pattern (gained only 1.5 lengths in final furlong
despite stalking position). Deceleration analysis flags moderate vulnerability (Sustained Speed Rating:
STRONG, not ELITE).

Trip Projection: Will position 2-3 lengths off El Potente through the middle mile, attack the tired pace at the
6f call. Expects to encounter stiff resistance from Cabo Spirit's late rally.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS (★★★)

Detain (Post 4) — 13% Win Probability

PTW Profile: Detain enters as a tactical wildcard with mixed form profile. English import with graded-stakes
experience carries the model's moderate confidence level based on recent U.S. turf adaptability. His 6/7 SA
8f AOC race (3rd, 1.75 beaten lengths) shows willingness to engage mid-race; 8/22 Dmr G2 performance
(2nd, 0.10 beaten lengths) confirms competitive class for this level.

Strengths: Trainer McCarthy Michael W carries elite G2 record (17% win pct, 2.79 ROI across 130
graded-stakes starts). Post 4 placement neutral. Recent form trajectory positive—two seconds in last three
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starts suggests sharpening curve.

Concerns: International-only form baseline creates analytical gaps; Sustained Speed Rating VULNERABLE
signals deceleration risk in HOT pace. Limited U.S. turf experience compared to field peers.

Trip Projection: Will stalk inside from post 4, positioned 3-4 lengths off pace early. Model projects
mid-stretch fade risk if pace duel intensity exceeds typical HOT parameters.

Irish Aces (Post 5) — 17% Win Probability

PTW Profile: The model identifies Irish Aces as an emerging closer with recent form improvement
trajectory. Fresh off a two-month layoff, he returned 8/15 WO 8f (3rd, 0.10 beaten lengths—near-miss late
bid) showing that sharp fitness. His 18-start record shows 4 wins, predominantly in closing roles; current
form pattern indicates readiness for graded stakes.

Strengths: Trainer Walsh Brendan P 15% G2/G3 record (2.22 ROI) with 186 graded-stakes starts. Recent
8/15 race demonstrates elite finishing velocity—beaten only narrowly despite mid-pack positioning. Jockey
Rosario J carries strong turf form (historical 18% win pct on turf over 5+ year span).

Concerns: Post 5 assignment creates flow disadvantage for closer. Consistent mid-pack positioning in
recent races (4-6 beaten lengths early) limits flexibility if pace dynamics shift unpredictably.

Trip Projection: Will settle in mid-pack, 5-6 lengths off pace through 4f. Late rally effort expected in final
furlong targeting fatigue from HOT-pace duel.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS (★★)

Teao (Post 1) — 8% Win Probability

Limited U.S. turf experience (Chilean import, 4 starts at 8f on turf). Recent form shows 2 wins from last 3
starts but against modest competition. Workouts indicate baseline fitness but no elite indicators. Model
assigns minimal win probability despite inside post position; expected to occupy pace-setting or stalking role
but lacks class foundation for graded-stakes victory.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Cabo Spirit STRONG ELITE
Low — maintains
velocity
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

El Potente ELITE STRONG
Moderate — competitive
profile

King of Gosford STRONG STRONG
Moderate — competitive
profile

Irish Aces STRONG STRONG
Moderate — competitive
profile

Detain STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk

Teao STRONG STRONG
Moderate — competitive
profile

Sustained Speed Ratings

• Cabo Spirit (ELITE): Velocity maintained gate-to-wire across recent races; minimal deceleration
detected. 8/22 Dmr G2 showed 0.60-length gap at wire despite closing from mid-pack. The model's
analysis confirms elite finishing profile.

• El Potente (STRONG): Moderate velocity maintenance; typical pace-horse deceleration pattern when
leading into final furlong. Recent races show 0.35–0.75 length drops in final 200 yards.

• King of Gosford, Irish Aces, Teao (STRONG): Competitive sustained effort across all three.
Standard route-horse profiles with moderate velocity maintenance.

• Detain (VULNERABLE): Significant deceleration detected in final-furlong segments. Model flags
bounce risk if forced to engage in HOT-pace duel; international form baseline limits comparative depth
analysis.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Cabo Spirit as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating—no horse in this field has matched this velocity profile across the recent turf record. While El
Potente carries elite opening speed, his deceleration in the final furlong is moderate relative to Cabo Spirit's
minimal fade. The HOT-pace scenario heavily rewards this ELITE profile: as El Potente and secondary
speed horses tire, Cabo Spirit's relentless closing efficiency produces winning velocity precisely when
competitors are decelerating.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES
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Likely to Improve

• Cabo Spirit: The model projects significant improvement probability given his position in the race
structure. He enters fresh off two G2 victories within 30 days; recent form trajectory shows consistent
gain in final furlong across all recent races. Class advantage vs. field combined with ELITE Sustained
Speed Rating creates natural improvement curve for this exact race setup.

• Irish Aces: Two-month layoff return (8/15 WO) now followed by adequate training cycle. Trainer Walsh
Brendan P 15% G2/G3 record suggests strategic placement. Post 5 positioning unfavorable, but if pace
develops as HOT projection indicates, late rally velocity should exceed recent race performances.

• Detain: Trainer McCarthy Michael W's elite 17% G2 record (2.79 ROI) suggests intentional
preparation. Recent form shows 2nd-place finishes in last 3 starts; natural improvement curve typical in
this pattern. However, VULNERABLE Sustained Speed Rating creates conditional improvement:
benefits only if pace duel intensity remains moderate.

Bounce / Regression Risks

• El Potente: Career-best effort 8/22 (won by 0.35 lengths in tight finish) followed by this assignment 5
weeks later. Back-to-back peak efforts risk bounce. Recent win required maximum effort; repetition of
that exertion creates fatigue risk. Model assigns moderate bounce probability given typical turf-horse
recovery patterns.

• King of Gosford: Morning line 8/5 confidence suggests public is significantly overestimating win
probability. Recent 5/26 SA race showed poor final-furlong gain (only 1.5 lengths from stalking position);
pattern replication would produce underperformance vs. market expectation. Model flags regression risk
vs. 37.6% implied odds.

• Teao: Sparse U.S. turf record combined with modest competition baseline in recent wins creates risk of
class elevation bounce. Chilean import operating in graded-stakes arena for first time; expected
regression from recent Chilean domestic form levels.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: CABO SPIRIT — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 5/1–7/1

The model projects Cabo Spirit's 22% win probability at current morning line 6/1 (14.3% implied), generating
a +7.7% overlay edge—STRONG VALUE. This represents the clearest separation between model
conviction and public pricing in the field.

Model-driven selection rationale:

1. ELITE Sustained Speed Rating identifies Cabo Spirit as the only horse maintaining gate-to-wire velocity
without meaningful deceleration—critical advantage in HOT-pace scenario where El Potente/secondary
speed will fade.
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2. Class edge: Two G2 victories within 30 days (12/28/25, 8/22/26) represent massive class advantage vs.
Detain's mixed English import form and King of Gosford's allowance-level baseline. Graded-stakes specialist
profile dominates field.

3. Pace scenario fit: HOT-pace projection (projected :47■ half-mile) with El Potente setting fractions
creates textbook closer's paradise. Cabo Spirit's consistent 3-4 beaten lengths early position + elite rally
velocity = winning formula as pace horses decelerate.

4. Trainer ROI: Papaprodromou George 16% turf record (1.58 multiplier, 260 starts) confirms consistent
route-horse success. Strategic placement signals sharp conditioning.

Value Assessment: STRONG OVERLAY (+7.7% edge at 6/1 morning line). Public is undervaluing elite
Sustained Speed profile and class foundation—typical market mistake when favoring visible speed horses
over less-apparent late-runner profiles.

VALUE PLAY: EL POTENTE — Confidence 7/10 — Target odds: 1/1–7/4

The model projects El Potente's 26% win probability represents the field's highest win
percentage—however, his 9/5 morning line (35.7% implied) rates as a SLIGHT UNDERLAY at current
board. If odds improve to 2/1 or higher, this becomes genuine value.

Overlay rationale: El Potente's pace-setting advantage in HOT scenario should not be dismissed. Recent
8/22 Dmr G2 victory confirms fitness at identical distance/surface; inside post 2 minimizes traffic. If
secondary speed fails to materialize and El Potente controls the pace wire-to-wire, his 26% model
probability can deliver winner's circle finish.

Conditional inclusion: Use as secondary selection in multi-race sequences only if morning-line movement
pushes odds above 2/1.

LONGSHOT PLAY: None

The model identifies no genuine overlays at 10/1 or higher. Teao (6/1) and Detain (8/1) carry insufficient win
probability to justify longshot coverage despite elevated odds.

Multi-Race Wagers — Pick 3/4/5/6 — Top 3

A: CABO SPIRIT — 22% win probability

B: EL POTENTE — 26% win probability

C: KING OF GOSFORD — 14% win probability

Combined Projected Probability (3-horse parlay): 62% probability of hit using model consensus
ranking

Use this ranking for horizontal multi-race sequences. Cabo Spirit anchors as primary selection; El Potente
provides pace-based insurance; King of Gosford captures stalker alternative if pace scenario shifts more
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moderate than HOT projection.

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★ (4 of 5 stars)

The model's key projection centers on HOT-pace scenario certainty producing ideal closing setup for Cabo
Spirit's ELITE Sustained Speed profile. Pace scenario modeling shows 82% confidence in HOT-range
half-mile split (projected :46■–:47²); if this materializes, late runners gain decisive tactical advantage.

The primary value opportunity identified is Cabo Spirit's overlay at 6/1 morning line—public is significantly
undervaluing elite Sustained Speed credentials relative to El Potente's visible pace-setting advantage. This
represents classic market inefficiency: favoring the speed horse while overlooking superior closing efficiency
metrics. Exploit Cabo Spirit's +7.7% edge as the core play.

Risk caveat: If El Potente receives early pressing from unexpected secondary speed source (Teao, Detain),
SOFT-pace scenario becomes possible, neutralizing closer's advantage. However, recent race pattern
analysis suggests secondary speed will settle and stalk rather than press—lowering SOFT-pace probability
to 14%.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.
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