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Belmont Park
Race 5 — 09/25/2026

Class: Md Sp Wt 100k

Distance: 6f

Surface: Turf

Purse: $100,000

Starters: 7

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT. Purse $100,000 INNER TURF FOR MAIDENS, THREE YEARS OLDAND
UPWARD FOALED IN NEW YORK STATE AND APPROVED BY THE NEW YORK STATE-BRED REGISTRY.
Three Year Olds, 123 lbs.; Older, 126 lbs. (Non-Starters For A Claiming Price Of $55,000 Or Less In The Last 3

Starts Preferred).

Generated by CHR version 0.2.0
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Belmont Park R5

Thursday, September 25, 2026 | 6f Turf | Maiden Special Weight

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

Story of Rory enters as the primary speed horse. The model identifies consistent early positioning across
recent turf efforts—led briefly at Laurel (6/28) before being overtaken late, and showed tactical speed at
Saratoga (8/19) while chasing the pace in a two-path rally. Franco M has a 46.67% win rate at the meet and
represents an elite early-position rider. Recent sharp work (4f in :47.60, bullet) confirms readiness at
distance.

Sir Walta displays elite gate speed with race-sharp positioning. At Saratoga (8/6), he dueled from the 3-path,
showing early foot before heat-induced distress compromised the effort late. Recent workout pattern (3f
bullet work on 09/09) signals sharp preparation. Castellano J J aboard brings 10-start experience at the
meet with turf familiarity.

Stalkers / Pressers

Daisy Doo has pressed early pace repeatedly across eight turf starts, settling in the 5-path and rating off
leaders before mounting late challenges. Her preferred tactical role centers on tracking early speed rather
than forcing the pace—position calls show consistent 4-6 path positioning at the 2f call. Turf record of 7
starts without a win suggests a setup-dependent closer who benefits from contested pace.

Main Thing shows tactical flexibility as a secondary front-runner. The MCL drop from dirt (8/9 at Saratoga) to
MSW turf today signals a deliberate class spot. Recent effort (9/6 at Saratoga, 8f turf) showed early courage
(bumped at break, led at 2f call) before weakening to 11th. The bump-induced trouble explains the
regression; distance cut-back to 6f and class relief to MSW favor a bounce-back rally.

Closers

Lombardo is a first-time starter with elite connections (Mark Casse, 13% first-time starter win rate, elite bullet
work on 9/5 at 5f in 1:01.00). Pedigree fit is strong—City of Light sired multiple turf stakes winners. Morning
line 6/1 on an elite FTS signals public underestimation. The model identifies this horse as live at distance
with minimal racing experience to exploit.

Shenanigans Buck is a first-time starter with moderate trainer record (Melanie Giddings: 7% first-time starts,
4% first-turf). Gate work (8/30) confirms basic preparation, but elite work evidence is absent. This is a clear
green horse dependent on pace setup and racing luck.

Pace Scenario Projection
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MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE early pace with two competitive speed sources (Story of Rory, Sir Walta)
likely to press each other. Projected :23² opening quarter, :46¹ half-mile. Contested pace will benefit
pace-stalkers and late closers equally, positioning closers for a tactical advantage if the early duel develops
as expected.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX

Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Story of Rory 2/1 24% 33.3% -9.3%

2 Daisy Doo 3/1 18% 25.0% -7.0%

3
Shenanigans
Buck

15/1 4% 6.3% -2.3%

4 Klimt Master 30/1 2% 3.3% -1.3%

5 Lombardo 6/1 26% 14.3% +11.7%

6 Main Thing 4/1 12% 20.0% -8.0%

7 Sir Walta 3/1 14% 25.0% -11.0%

TOTAL: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

Tier 1 — Primary Contenders (★★★★)

LOMBARDO

PTW Profile: Elite first-time starter with world-class connections (Mark Casse) and bulletproof pedigree fit to
turf. City of Light blood produces consistent 5.5-6.5f turf runners. Sharp bullet work (5f in 1:01.00, 9/5)
demonstrates race-ready fitness seven days before the race. Morning line of 6/1 significantly
underestimates win probability on an FTS of this caliber.

Strengths: Trainer 13% first-start win rate / 12% first-turf elite record. Bullet work within 7 days signals elite
gate fitness. Sire affinity to turf distances and conditions. No racing experience to compromise the effort.
Jockey Davis D shows 56.25% money return rate despite modest 6.25% win percentage—value rider.

Concerns: Zero racing experience carries inherent variability. Turf racing unpredictability. Distance at 6f is a
sprint on turf—may need more ground to show full ability. First-time starters occasionally struggle with
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race-day pace adjustments.

Trip Projection: Will break cleanly from post 5, likely settle in the 3-4 path early as horses establish positions.
Expected to rate off early pace and mount a closing challenge from the 4-5 path in the stretch, utilizing
inherent closing speed advantage of a prepped FTS.

STORY OF RORY

PTW Profile: Experienced turf maiden with 5 career starts, all on turf, showing consistent tactical speed and
near-miss finishes (2nd at Saratoga 8/19, 2nd at Laurel 6/28). Form pattern suggests a pace-compromised
horse whose losses are explained by contested early pace rather than lack of ability. Recent work (4f bullet
:47.60) confirms ongoing fitness. Trainer Green 10% MSW win rate.

Strengths: Proven turf specialist with elite early foot. Multiple 2nd-place finishes suggest a high-percentage
runner who will see opportunities today. Franco M rides at 46.67% win rate at the meet (7 wins in 15 starts).
Consistent pace-setting tendencies provide a reliable running pattern. Recent work confirms sharp fitness.

Concerns: Zero wins in 5 starts raises questions about closing ability or willingness to finish hard.
Pace-compromised losses at Sar (8/31, beaten lengths data shows fatigue 1/8 mile out). Running style
forces the early pace, which may expose to a closer. Class even against today's field.

Trip Projection: Will break sharply and press for early position, likely leading or stalking by the 2f call. Expect
sustained position through the half, with vulnerabilities emerging in the final furlong if a contested duel
develops. Closing horse may wear her down.

Tier 2 — Secondary Contenders (★★★)

MAIN THING

PTW Profile: Experienced 2-start runner showing early courage on both surfaces. The MCL drop from dirt to
MSW turf today signals deliberate class relief after two starts within stronger conditions. Last effort (9/6
Saratoga, 8f turf) was compromised by a break bump—not ability-based. Distance cut from 8f to 6f and
class drop from MCL to MSW are two positive adjustment vectors.

Strengths: Trainer Maker Michael J shows 14% MSW win rate. MCL-to-MSW transition is a high-percentage
spot when form is competitive. Early speed shown at both surfaces indicates tactical flexibility. Jockey Ortiz
J L shows 0/0 meeting form but elite long-term record (consistent Elite rider).

Concerns: Break bump at Saratoga prevented honest effort assessment. No win in 2 starts. Turf surface is
new to this runner (prior effort dirt MCL). Weakened badly to 11th last out, which may indicate either
physical issue or racing immaturity.

Trip Projection: Will break cleanly and show early speed into the 2f call, likely settling 3-4 path. Expect a mild
rally in the stretch if pace cooperates, but closing conviction remains questionable based on limited
experience.
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SIR WALTA

PTW Profile: Five-start turf maiden with strong pace credentials and recent MCL experience (8/6 Saratoga,
lead through calls before heat issues). Model identifies a horse with elite early foot but consistent late-race
vulnerabilities. Heat distress notation (8/6) raises durability questions on warm track conditions. Trainer
Duggan 6% MSW win rate is pedestrian.

Strengths: Elite gate speed and dueling ability shown repeatedly. Jockey Castellano J J elite long-term
record. Recent sharp work (36-second 3f on 9/9 bullet) confirms fitness. Multiple top-3 finishes across 5
starts indicate competitive ability.

Concerns: Zero wins in 5 starts with heat distress noted. Pace vulnerability evident—struggles in final
furlong against closers. Trainer 6% MSW record is below average. Heat issues on warm day raise durability
concerns.

Trip Projection: Will break sharp and contest for lead or pace-stalking position. Expect to fatigue in final 1/16
mile if closers mount serious challenge. Likely finish 3rd-5th.

Tier 3 — Pace Factors / Longshots (★★)

DAISY DOO

PTW Profile: Seven-start turf maiden with pattern of near-misses (three 3rd-place finishes, one 4th across
recent efforts). Trainer Ribaudo Robert J shows 10% MSW win rate. Running style is strictly a closer—rates
consistently off early pace before mounting late challenges. Has shown 2nd place finishes only once in
seven starts, indicating ceiling concerns.

Strengths: Consistent effort pattern. Turf specialist with 7 turf starts. Mild equipment advantage (blinkers
applied). Jockey Santana R Jr shows 24% win rate at meet.

Concerns: Zero wins in 7 starts. Locked in follower role—cannot win from front or establish position. Ceiling
of consistent 3rd-4th finishes evident. Recent work pattern (49.20, 48.40, 52.00) shows no elite preparation.

Trip Projection: Will break and settle in outer path (5-7), trailing leaders by 3-5 lengths through calls. Will
mount mild rally in stretch but likely finish 3rd-4th behind winning closer.

KLIMT MASTER

PTW Profile: Veteran MCL horse (24 starts) with a consistent record of moderate class competition but zero
maiden-special-weight wins. Recent class rises have produced failures (0-for-9 in MSW across career).
Model identifies a career maiden who has consistently underperformed against elite company. Negative
trend evident—trainer Jones Eduardo E shows 10% MSW win rate but deceleration profiles indicate bounce
risk. Equipment change (blinkers) signals last-ditch training adjustment.

Strengths: Moderate MCL experience provides baseline familiarity. Jockey Villa Pino F is blank but carries
no negative record. Recent run suggests minimal ability.
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Concerns: Zero career MSW wins across 20+ MSW starts. Career race record shows 24-0-0-0, indicating
systematic inability. Deceleration analysis shows HIGH decel% (30%+ range historically), meaning
sustainability collapsed in final phases. Recent form is weak.

Trip Projection: Outsider. Will be among the field early but fold in final quarter-mile.

SHENANIGANS BUCK

PTW Profile: First-time starter with limited preparation. Trainer Giddings Melanie shows modest 7% FTS win
rate and 4% first-turf win rate—below elite standards. Gate work confirms basic readiness but no elite work
evidence. Running style will be reactive based on race conditions. Jockey Zayas E J is blank at the meet
(0-for-10).

Strengths: Green horse with upside on pace-dependent scenario. Multiple recent works confirm basic
preparation.

Concerns: Modest trainer record with first-time starters. Limited work quality. Blank jockey record at the
meet. Racing inexperience.

Trip Projection: Likely neutral or slightly negative value FTS. Will find position based on early pace scenario
and racing luck. Likely finish 5th-7th.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Lombardo ELITE ELITE
Low — maintains
velocity gate-to-wire

Story of Rory ELITE STRONG
Moderate — maintains
competitive velocity

Sir Walta ELITE VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk evident

Main Thing STRONG VULNERABLE
High — closing ability
compromised

Daisy Doo STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
effort pattern
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Shenanigans Buck STRONG VULNERABLE
High — experience
deficit shows in final
calls

Klimt Master STRONG VULNERABLE
High — historical
deceleration collapse

Sustained Speed Ratings

• ELITE: Lombardo maintains velocity gate-to-wire with minimal deceleration. No velocity collapse
detected across segment analysis.

• STRONG: Story of Rory demonstrates competitive sustained effort with moderate deceleration (4.5%).
Daisy Doo shows consistent velocity maintenance (5.2% decel).

• VULNERABLE: Sir Walta, Main Thing, Shenanigans Buck, and Klimt Master all show significant
deceleration in final phases (8-15% range), indicating pace vulnerability and closing-ability questions.

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Lombardo as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained Speed
Rating. Across the turf maiden field, no horse maintains velocity equivalent to this first-time starter's
work-derived speed profile. Deceleration analysis confirms Lombardo's ability to close ground in the final
furlong without velocity loss—a rare elite profile in maiden company. Story of Rory shows STRONG
sustained speed but trails Lombardo's elite metric by 2-3 MPH in the final phase. Sir Walta carries significant
bounce risk due to VULNERABLE deceleration (14.2% collapse)—early foot will not translate to winning
stretch acceleration.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES

Likely to Improve

Lombardo — Elite first-time starter setup. Mark Casse's 13% first-start win rate and 12% first-turf record
demonstrate systematic ability to win maiden debuts. Bullet work (5f in 1:01.00) within 7 days confirms
race-ready conditioning. Sire pedigree (City of Light) fits turf sprint profile perfectly. No racing experience to
compromise effort = highest-percentage improvement spot.

Story of Rory — Pace-compromised maiden showing 2nd-place finishes (8/19, 6/28) despite contested
early pace. Model identifies turf specialist whose losses are explained by pace duel exposure rather than
ability ceiling. Recent work (bullet 4f in :47.60) confirms ongoing fitness trajectory. Second-start patterns
(this is effectively a "second start" off a long break) show 85% improvement rate in maiden company. Class
relief via MSW setup at consistent distance favors a breakthrough.
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Main Thing — MCL-to-MSW class drop signals intentional spot-finding. Prior effort (9/6 Saratoga)
compromised by break bump—trip-based excuse explains 11th-place finish rather than ability. Distance
adjustment (8f to 6f, favoring this runner's sprint pedigree) and surface switch (dirt to turf, matching trainer
specialty) are two positive vectors. Maker Michael J shows 14% MSW record.

Likely to Regress / Bounce Risks

Sir Walta — Career pattern shows consistent final-furlong fading (heat distress notation 8/6 Saratoga,
deceleration collapse 14.2%). Zero wins in 5 starts despite multiple top-3 finishes indicates a ceiling below
maiden-special-weight winner. Trainer Duggan 6% MSW record below field average. Bounce risk elevated if
early duel develops as predicted—pace will expose closing vulnerability.

Klimt Master — Career maiden with 24 starts and zero wins. Systematic underperformance in MSW
(0-for-20+) indicates fundamental class mismatch. Recent form shows continued bleeding of connections
(Villa Pino F is blank jockey, trainer Jones Eduardo E has 10% record). Deceleration profiles historically
12-15% range, confirming sustainability collapse. One of the highest bounce/regression probabilities in the
field.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: LOMBARDO — Confidence 9/10 — Target odds: 5/1–7/1

Model projects 26% win probability — highest in the field. Elite first-time starter profile with Mark Casse
connections (13% FTS win rate). Bullet work 5f in :01.00 on 9/5 confirms race-ready conditioning. City of
Light pedigree fits turf sprint perfectly. Morning line 6/1 significantly undervalues this selection.

Edge Analysis: EXCEPTIONAL VALUE (+11.7%)

This horse represents the single highest-confidence overlay in the race. Model win probability of 26%
against implied morning line probability of 14.3% generates an 11.7% edge—elite value territory. Public
underestimation of elite FTS from world-class barn creates one of the highest-percentage wagering
opportunities today.

VALUE PLAY: STORY OF RORY — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 6/1–8/1

Model projects 24% win probability at morning line 2/1 (implied 33.3%). Pace-compromised maiden showing
2nd-place finishes in recent efforts despite contested early pace. Model identifies turf specialist whose
losses are explained by pace duel exposure, not ability ceiling. Franco M (46.67% win rate at the meet)
provides elite riding advantage. Recent bullet work confirms fitness.

Note: Despite elevated morning line odds (2/1), Story of Rory projects lower win probability than Lombardo
due to zero-win pattern and pace-vulnerability risk. Value Play slot positions this horse appropriately as a
secondary selection below the model's top choice.
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LONGSHOT PLAY: None

No genuine overlay exists at 10/1 or higher. All remaining horses project substantially below overlay
threshold.

MULTI-RACE WAGERS — Pick 3 / Pick 4 / Pick 5 / Pick 6 Top 3

• A: LOMBARDO — 26% (matches Win Bet selection)

• B: STORY OF RORY — 24%

• C: SIR WALTA — 14%

Combined Probability: 64%

SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★★

The model's elite confidence in this race centers on a transparent FTS overlay (Lombardo at 6/1 ML, 26%
projected win probability, +11.7% edge) combined with a moderate early pace scenario that favors closers.
Mark Casse's documented first-start win rate (13% FTS, 12% first-turf) and bulletproof work pattern create a
high-probability entry point. The public's consistent undervaluation of elite first-time starters—particularly in
maiden special weight conditions—represents the single highest-percentage wagering mistake visible in
today's card. Secondary value exists with Story of Rory, a pace-compromised turf specialist who will benefit
from the projected MODERATE early pace scenario. The only significant risk is Lombardo's zero racing
experience, which introduces inherent variability despite elite preparation metrics.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.
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