[image: A logo with a horse and rider

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Thunder Road Stakes (Grade 3) | Santa Anita R5 Friday, February 7, 2026 | 1 Mile Turf | 4YO+ | Purse: $100,000

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS
TRUE FRONT RUNNERS
• El Potente – Elite early speed with TimeformUS Early Pace: 107. Wire specialist who dominated front in recent Thunder Road-G3 win (led gate-to-wire). Career pattern shows instant control from inside posts.
• Gas Me Up – TimeformUS Early Pace: 77 suggests pressing tactics. Recent Hernandez-G2 win showed ability to track and pounce (stalked 10th early, closed to win). Not pure speed, but tactical pace factor.
MODEL PREDICTS: Soft pace with El Potente controlling uncontested (:23³ opening quarter, :47² half-mile). Single-speed scenario heavily favors the lone front runner. Route pace will be methodical with El Potente dictating comfortable fractions from the rail. Gas Me Up likely stalks 2-3 wide with closers trapped behind moderate tempo.

SECTION 2: CLOSERS
FASTEST FINISHERS
• Gas Me Up – Late Pace: 82 (TimeformUS). Demonstrated devastating closing kick in Hernandez-G2 (10th early to win by 1¼). Strong rally pattern over this exact course.
• Watsonville – Recent SA 1-mile win showed late punch (8th early, closed inside-2-3w to get up late). Proved ability to finish from off the pace at this distance.
• Lord Bullingdon – Won Churchill allowance wire-to-wire but showed closing ability at Tampa in Kentucky Cup Classic-G3 (4p early, 3p upper, finished 6th). Mixed tactical speed.
MODEL PREDICTS: Soft pace creates neutral setup for closers. Without speed duel, closers must produce elite late pace to overtake a loose-on-the-lead El Potente. Gas Me Up's 82 late pace figure is strong, but soft pace means he'll need to sustain run from further back. Tactical advantage minimal—closers need pure class superiority, not pace setup.

SECTION 3: CLASS & CONSISTENCY
CLASS LEADERS
1. Gas Me Up – Grade 3 King Edward winner (Woodbine), Grade 1 Woodbine Mile 3rd (beaten 2¾ lengths by Notable Speech), Grade 2 Hernandez winner (SA). Elite international class with $490,262 career earnings. Beyer top: 100.
2. Lord Bullingdon – Grade 3 San Marcos 3rd, Grade 2 Mathis Mile 4th, Grade 2 American Turf 13th (traffic). Solid graded stakes experience with $327,084 career earnings. Beyer top: 95.
3. El Potente – Grade 3 Thunder Road winner (SA, 2025), Grade 2 Seabiscuit runner-up, Grade 2 Hernandez 4th. Proven Grade 3 winner at this exact distance/track. Career earnings: $284,796. Beyer top: 104.
4. Namaron (Ger) – German Grade 3 winner, Grade 2 Twilight Derby 3rd, Grade 2 Mathis Mile 3rd. International class with $196,490 earnings. European form translates to graded stakes experience. Beyer top: 85 (limited US sample).
CONSISTENCY RATINGS
• Gas Me Up: 45% win rate (5-for-11 lifetime), 50% win rate on turf (5-for-10) • El Potente: 38% win rate (6-for-16 lifetime), 45% win rate on turf (5-for-11) • Watsonville: 31% win rate (4-for-13 lifetime), 50% win rate at this distance (3-for-6) • Lord Bullingdon: 20% win rate (3-for-15 lifetime)

SECTION 4: IMPROVEMENT CANDIDATES
LIKELY IMPROVERS
• Gas Me Up – Trainer Eurton 30% with winners repeating, 24% 31-60 days. Demuro rider upgrade (16% SA meet). First start after trainer change from Attard produced immediate Grade 2 win. Natural progression continues off sharp 98 Beyer.
• Watsonville – Trainer Glatt 21% overall, strong with second-start winners. Fresh off sharp allowance score (93 Beyer). Distance specialist (3-for-6 at 1 mile) stretching fitness after 89-day layoff. Fresu 18% SA meet.
• Lord Bullingdon – Second start after 180+ layoff (trainer McCarthy pattern). Fresh works suggest tightening fitness (five works since January 25). Drops from Grade 3 San Marcos where he pressed leaders and flattened (3rd). Class relief into more manageable Grade 3 spot.
• Namaron (Ger) – Trainer Sadler 21% overall. Adding Geroux (14% meet) after using Prat/Berrios. Third start off layoff pattern suggests peak fitness. Mathis Mile 3rd showed improvement (84 Beyer) while racing 2-3 wide.
BOUNCE RISKS
• El Potente – Third consecutive start, fourth race in 75 days. Natural regression pattern after career-best 99 Beyer in Thunder Road win. Trainer Blacker 25% with small sample, but heavy racing schedule suggests fatigue vulnerability.
• Gas Me Up – Second start after cross-country shipment from Woodbine. Late-year shipper pattern shows initial bounce after move (ran 12th in Breeders' Cup Mile at Del Mar after move). Physical stress from international campaign.
• Lord Bullingdon – Zero wins in six starts at Santa Anita lifetime (0-for-6). Course curse documented. Consistent underperformance at this specific track despite solid form elsewhere. Beyer pattern shows regression at SA.

SECTION 5: WIN PROBABILITY & FAIR ODDS
	HORSE
	WIN PROBABILITY
	FAIR ODDS
	LIKELY ODDS

	Gas Me Up
	42%
	6-5
	5-2

	El Potente
	28%
	5-2
	6-5

	Watsonville
	15%
	11-2
	8-1

	Lord Bullingdon
	10%
	9-1
	6-1

	Namaron (Ger)
	5%
	19-1
	12-1



SECTION 6: WAGER RECOMMENDATIONS
WIN WAGER: GAS ME UP (EXCEPTIONAL VALUE)
Model projects 42% win probability at projected 5-2 odds (18% edge). This represents a massive overlay opportunity as public overreacts to El Potente's front-running Thunder Road win and undervalues Gas Me Up's superior class.
1. Elite class edge – Grade 1 Woodbine Mile runner-up to Notable Speech (3¾ lengths), Grade 2 King Edward winner. Massive class superiority over this field.
2. Devastating late pace weapon – TimeformUS Late Pace: 82 with proven closing kick. Recent Hernandez-G2 win showed ability to overcome 10+ lengths and explode late.
3. Trainer Eurton 30% winners repeating – Strong pattern with horses shipping from Woodbine. Demuro upgrade (16% SA meet, 13% overall) provides tactical advantage.
4. Soft pace setup – El Potente controls uncontested fractions, allowing Gas Me Up to save ground stalking 2-3 wide and unleash late. Pace scenario couldn't be better.
5. Course specialist – 2-for-2 at Santa Anita turf (100 Beyer top). Loves this track and won over this exact course in Hernandez-G2.

SECONDARY WAGER: WATSONVILLE (STRONG VALUE)
Model projects 15% win probability at projected 8-1 odds (7% edge). Pure distance specialist with tactical speed to overcome soft pace disadvantage.
1. Distance mastery – 3-for-6 lifetime at 1 mile turf (50% strike rate). Proven route specialist who maximizes stamina advantage.
2. Fresh off sharp score – 93 Beyer winning allowance at this distance (11Feb26). Form cycle peaking at perfect moment.
3. Trainer Glatt 21% overall, 16% with winners repeating – Strong second-start pattern after win. Fresu rider (18% SA meet) maintains continuity.
4. Tactical advantage – Can stalk 2-3 wide behind El Potente and pounce if front runner falters. Inside-rail late rally proven in recent win.

MULTI-RACE WAGERS (Top 3 by Win Probability)
1. Gas Me Up (42%)
2. El Potente (28%)
3. Watsonville (15%)

SECTION 7: MODEL CONFIDENCE
MODEL CONFIDENCE: VERY HIGH – Soft pace scenario is locked with El Potente controlling uncontested fractions from the rail. Gas Me Up's elite late pace (82) combined with massive class edge (Grade 1-placed) creates exceptional overlay at projected 5-2 odds (42% win probability = 18% edge). Public will overbet El Potente's front-running Thunder Road win while severely underestimating Gas Me Up's superior class. Exploit the mistake.
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